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March >T, 1961 



Mr 









be 
b7- 



Dear Mr 



. Your letter of March 8, 1981, lias been receive^ 
^and your kind message is deeply appreciated, - 



Although I would like to foe of service, the FBI ^ 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as r ° 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the— 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or » CO g 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that {— j * 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 



^ Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 

/ ^Vgenefcal subject of communism which may foe of interest* 




MAR 2 0 1961 



Sincerely yours, 

ar He 




Enclosure^ (3) Director's speech 10-18-60 

^47th Nat'l Convention, <SP, USA & S*aQ LEB Intro 



(Communism: Bitter Enemy of Religion 

_ZZZ NOTE: Correspondent .isjnot identifiable in Bufiles. 

^=1 MUk^jk^^^^^ R - N0TE conimued Wpage. 

^ 51 MAR 291961 / ;v: ^ o. v*^^ 
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NOTE: Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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March 8, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



I have called the Los Angeles Office of the 
F.B.I, and have written to the Attorney-General, Wash- 
ington, D.C. and have not been given the satisfaction 
that I had hoped to receive. 

I am deeply interested and concerned about the 
state of affairs in our Country. I am ready to assist 
or help in any way that I can to help awaken Americans 
to the infiltration of Communism. Consequently when 
the John Birch Society was presented to me it seemed to 
be the answer $ however I have wanted Clearance concern- 
ing this organization and since the above Departments 
are unable to verify the integrity of this Society I 
am hoping that you have the time to give me your personag 
views on this matter and any suggestions that I can g 
follow in order to awaken the people in my community to ^ 
the imminent dangers that surround us* Ap> 

I have always appreciated your efforts on o 
behalf and I would like to compliment you for your 
courage, conviction, and patriotism. I know the people 



are behind you. 
on you. 




Keep up the^out standing work, 



we count 



\ 
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b7C 




93 



March 17, 1981 



Mm. 







b7C 



Dear Mrs. 



Your letter postmarked March 9, 1961, with 
enclosure, has been received, and the interest which prompted 
you to write is appreciated* 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an Investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not mate evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organisation, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed Is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest I am 
returning the self-addressed, stamped envelope you forwarded. 



Sincerely yours, 

J? £dgar 



en 



^>&ttclosures (4) 

Correspondent's enclosed envelope 
Communist Party, USA 
_ j Directors Speech of 10-18-60 
—/ The^ommunists Are After Our Minds 

— see KOTE next naj&i 
RWE:lcl*<3) V-> \ 
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Letter to Mrs. 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 



As Director of the organization delegated with the 
responsibility for our national security,, you are the one whose 
opinion would be most accurate as to the true motives behind 
various national organizations in this regard. 

o 

A chapter of the John B^ch^£ij^J.s being formed 
* in this area. I would greatly^ from you 

\f your opinion as to approval or disapproval of the motives and 
work of this organization in relation to the national security 
of these United States. 



reply. 



A self -addressed envelope is enclosed for your 

Sincerely, 



/s/ Mrs! 



be 

hlC 



Mrs. 



Ventura, Calif. 




Enclosure 
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J- OPTIONAL fORM NO. 10 

U'/lTED STATES GO\»8l: 



ENT 



Memorandum 

to : Mr. DeLoach^ 



from : D. C. MorrellQ^A^ 
subject: THE JOHN BI RCH SOCIETY 



date: 3-15-61 




Gandy . 



The Bureau has, of course, been cognizant over a period of time of the 
many fanatical right-wing anticommunist organizations which are presently spreading 
widely throughout the country and of their utterly absurd viewpoints. For your 
information. I am attaching finning of ipttgrg c\»+*rt March 6 and 8, 19 61. from 



£d March 6 and 8, 19€ 
J Dallas , Texas, and[ 



SamtPaul Methodist CJ^.cB7^17lWqM^^venue x AmariUos^ex&s, which 



typny tne absolute confusion ancflack of confidence inAmerican institutions" and one's 
fellow man being caused by representatives of such organizations. 



Both Mr. | H and Mr. I I inquire concerning the John Birch 

Society (JBS). The former makes wild allegations re Francis Gary Powers, the 
convicted U. S. "spy" now in Russia, being in collusion with Russia which reports are 
being disseminated by one Fred Koch representing the JBS. 



be 

b7C 



Mr. 



J mentions one General William Lee, a retired Air Force 
general, who recently spoke at a Parent -Teacher Association in his area (and possibly 
represented the JBS), at which time General Lee allegedly stated "we were not to trust 
anyone for he might be a communist— not our teachers, the text books, the m inister. 
Sunday School teachers, not our neighbor, not even our mate. " I lalso informs: 

t t m 1 1 • 1 f • ■ 1 • ■ m - . - ™ 



"Tensions have built within the community and some churches until one might believe 
the communist were the winners of ''round one 1 ? in our city. Smear -gossip has run, 
rampant until it is not safe to speak, teach or even talk with 'friends' . " 

General William Lee is not identifiable in Bufiles. Fred Koch,\wh6 is. 
speaking for the JBS, may refer to Fred C. Koch, author of "A Businessn^fTLi)6ks at 
Communism" and President of the Rock Island Oil and Refining Company, Inc. , Wichita, 
Kansas. The Manion Forum Network disseminates material presented by Koch. 

RECOMMENDATION: REC " 85 ~ /d 4 tf j/— f t Q 

None - For information. A ttached two letters have been acknowleged by 

forwarding to both Mr J |and M H [ various publication 6u,;the subject of 

communism from -tfi> Bureau and informing tBeWwe could furnish no information 
concerning the John /Birch Society. ' ^ ~* he 

ft* 
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Dallas, Texas 
March 6, 1961 



be 

hlC 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Information Department 
Washington, D. C„ 



Gentlemen: 

At the present time in certain parts of Texas, 
an organisation called the "John Burke Society" is 
holding meetings and explaining the growing dangers 
of communism* 

A Mr, Fred Koch in particular, will travel to any 
part of the country to talk to an aggregate of twenty 
people. Some of the printed information distributed by 
this organization contains information such as; that 
J Francis Gary Powers was not shot down in Russia, but 
I landed his -Diane after being paid by the Russian Govern- 
ment* All of the information that ■ I have read by this 
organization is very interesting, but still I am rather 
skeptical about their product* 

Would you please give me any unclassified informa- 
tion about this organization so that I might be convinc- 
ed that they are doing a worthy thing and not duping 
the public? • Also, would you please send me any printed 
I information that your great organization has pertaining 
to the communist party in the United States 0 

"I hope to hear from you shortly* Thank you very 
much* 



Respectfully yours ^ 



bo 
b7C 



^^^::z: ; ^s^mm^t- /<*> / . 

ENCLOSURE 




, , n March 17, 1961 




i ->'r J 

Amarillo, Texas b 7 C 



Dear l>Ir. 



Your letter of liarch S, 1961, vita enclosure, ^ 
lias been received, and the interest T/hich prompted you to "Z. 
writs is appreciated. 

Although I would li!:o to be of service, the FBI u> 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 5> 
cucli., <bss not ma!;c evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and Iiope that 
you will not infer in this connection cither that v/e do or that 
v,c d> not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Unclosed is soine literature dealing v/ith the 
General subject of communism vhich may bo of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 

- i 

-r>-.dr ..... 

j Enclosures (3) ^»ViO'*>- ■ , n\ 

(listed next page) 4 ' ■ 1 Cf' 

see JNOTE next page 



JML&efr*' (3) 




Director's Speech 10-18-60 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

Communism: Bitter Enemy of Religion 



KOTE: Bufiles contain no record of the correspondent and there is 

no information re William L. Lee to preclude sending this communication. 

CiC":ojrt t'Jolch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 

anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 

Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 

group having the appearance of a communist front would be 

effective in attracting true subversives. 
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Amarillo, Texas 
March 8, 196I 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington 25," D.C. 
Attention: Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 



i Mr. i:7rS->--i . 
Mr. Ros* *» _ _ 
Mr. Tavd i 

Mr. JKJl ..*J%vM 

Mr. legs 'a- 1 

Miss Gaudy, 



My Dear Mr. Hoover, 

'rfe seem to have an ultra-patriotic group in Amarillo, to put 

it literally, who have been raising hell by various accusations 

■ - '4 

concerning communism amongst local people. They call themselves the^vj 

John Bi^h society. The organization purports to be 100$ American buA: 

lhsv' sure have a strange way of doing business. There code seems to 




V 



,be>S"we {, Jl lead, you follow, and no questions asked." One of their 
cu^ntogoals besides intimidation seems to be the overthrow q£ theV/M*\ 
U.S. Supreme Court by impeachment. An ex- general, William L. tfee,**~ S\i 
is the public leader; but on hearsay evidence is not the real^eadejy 
I'm inclosing an article from- this evening's paper concerning^fche f j{ 
groUp. (/ 

Xou are probably aware of this organization "but I'd like to 
call 'it to your attention. If there is any public information—, 
concerning this group I would appreciate it., 




be 
b7C 



' 1 ■ J-f; 

Very, truly youEg^ 



1 \ EX-1 10 



L. . 



WCB^Hair;, 1.0a 




' ,v 



arjN^ il 10 Cents 3<i Vnges ^iltyiJ^ 




: K A. group of Amarillq ministers 
':pday called ,oh a retired ( Air 
>rc'e general here- -to take ; any : 
locu^erited evidence, which he 
ias ^concerning Communism, in 
the National Council of Churches 
to proper authorities. 

tZSe inimsters said* In :a pre- 
paid- ^statement Ihat^any such 
evidence >dpes not belong In 
4he : 'h^ids:' of individuals or or- 
ganized, 'groups/ but' should be 
turned, oven to the FBI and 
'proper : courts /'that action, un- 
"der the law 'Can be ; taken to 
resolve T the said charges," 1 

^Participating ? m preparation of 
the ^aper . were ' .nine, ministers 
cejpresentuig' all denominations in 
Airiarilld' which \ar'e, ^associated 
>with^:the National' Council of 
CJwches, -Eight" of the ministers 
siffljfed;-the -.document One, who 
wa|invpn;1:hevpreparat5on-of Jnost 
of the pa$er; v was called' from 
the| meeting and.Tiad hofe. had an 
\pp^ortunitjr 'to:.sign the document 
£y noon today. r ' 

In their \ * -paper, the ministers 
cited ;a- statement made /recently 
by &e ^tjqnal' vepuncil on wju'eh 
it; was 1 ^enie'd;'that afty. Comfhu- 
.iiist JpflUjence. . Resent 'in that- 
;p^aniz^lipiii 

^They mailed :the charges made 
on Monday % Brigi/Gen, (Be£X 
William L. Lee of Amarillo as 
foemg m violent contradiction, with 
the> National. .Council- statemeiit 
arid' galled .attention, to 'the "Con- 
stitutional ri£hf of every Arrieri- 
|can cmzen^to -he. confronted : by his 
accusers' : and M tried, the 
cqurts/'; • % . ' ■• 

- -Miiisters ' who signed' the in* 
siru^eht ' are; ' Bishop\ George 
Qu #term an, , bishop ■ of ' • the 
Episcopal - diocese ; jDr. EU;Bi* 
Lpidr eth/idistncfsuperintehcfent'r: 
m m^jMethpdls*: 'Church; the 1 
my. "pharley.P^Harhest; Coven- 
■;api/Pfes6yterian Church; '.the 
V«ey; Clayton* Sugg, ttinxstcr of 
"Grace -Lutheran Church; Dr. 



has in bis. hands; Mocuiheh'ted 
proof of this fact.V Wei; as \ 
Giristian citizens; would' vw'ei- 
come any: opportunity to rid the. 
country of Conun^ist infiltra- 
tion 4n. the church or in : any 
area of our society, 

"The public charge made liy 
Gen. Xee is in direct contradic- 
tion: -to ihe 'following' statement 
from, the leaders of ,The- Na^ 
tional ' Council of .Churches:' in:; 
Jhe TJSA: - - 

" 'From its very ,first moment, 
of existence in 'December 1950, 
when the denominations cohsti- . 



tuted this agency to. witness 'tp 
foeir unity in Christ and -to con- 
- duct their .cooperative. work,vthe 
National Council 1 -of Churches, 
has. never -had /a Commuiiist 
.Party ^nerriber or sympathizer 
among . its .officers or .staff, 'or 
its executives. -Every- one- :o£ 
these devoted, church -members " 
is deeply loyal to his -country. . 
Every one of., them ' resists, by. 
.conviction, and by -virtue of his 
professional activity, , the at- 
temps of' Cdnuxiunism' to infil- 
trate and 'undermine a free, so- 
ciety : both hi ^America - and 



other .nations^ ot the worlcVThe 
tau^cii defies anyone 16 Mf - 
proof of. probative- value- to- ' 
country.. 

, <4 "Since the ^C.'o^u^cdPi ^yas. 
formed, , literally th'dusaiifc J5L 
derjyinen' ind Jany iaVe ^ar- 
licjpatefl ^ictiveir jze ife ^wnrfe <■ 
of- its jiumeixnis d^ariin^nts: 
and .cornmittees; iridudih^ -tFe : 
Members' of Ahe Reyised^StaS •-' 
dard' 3ible' Committee. ^-M^ .. 
know- of , no- one of -these' 'thoii-' 
sands- wh6'*as.- > dbmmu^sliV 
leanings. 
(See 2 



^(krfajnly ;rione ? has 
PageT^)^ 



^ulher/KlrlC^wiiSis^ of ! San 
J^cirip .jMCethodist Ourchj, Dr; \ 
Jord^i v ^Grooms, • jminister pf 
PoIk^Street IVTethottist Church^ 
Pf* 'Ne\ytpii .Rphisoh/ - ff fajg fe r 
First -Christian , .Church, ;ahd : 
DK SIdnner, rifinister "'of J First 
Presbyterian Churchy \\ v 

br..;WiHiam Everbait; .minister 
of ; Westmimster 'presbyterian. 
;0iurch; was present: tor 'most qf 
flie ' a ','discussibiis; but. was called 
from 'the v meetmg; before jt >Was. 
Completed -arid' had hot signed* by 

> The statement, follows: 

; ''We;, She ^undersigned miriisr. 

tar.e» m cpncfe)^e(t by . the 
e:.that";tile ^Jaiidrial Conn- 
Churches of Christ in the 
•has he en •inflltr'atgi^^ 
nmists' and the clSfm that 
ris . ihadi ibiy \ 6en. Xee that . he 



ALL J 



BilCLOSURB 



790 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 



Memorandum 



UNITED STATES GOVEI 



ENT 



TO 



Mr. A. 



H. Belmon^i 




FROM 



W. C. Sullivaf^ 

O ' 
subject: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 




Enclosed is a report concerning captioned organization which appeared in 
the March 10, 1961, issue of Time magazine. It is a succinct picture of a lunatic- 
fringe type of organization that is doing more harm than good with a professional 
anticommunist attack on everything and everyone opposing its own dictatorial policies. 

Most interesting in the enclosed article is the parallel it draws between the 
organization and operation of the Communist Party and the John Birch Society, both 
of which exist under the hard-boiled dictatorial direction of one man* both of which 
have cells in various cities throughout the country, and both of which operate 
effectively through front organizations in a militant manner that is barely a goose 
step away from the formation of goon squads. 

Equally important is the reported observation of a Chicago conservative 
who backed away from the John Birch Society with the observation that it "is the kind 
of thing that does violence to everything we're trying to accomplish" and "siphons a 
lot of well-meaning people off into a lunatic fringe" while "giving anti^ Communist 
efforts a black eye, " hurting us "much more than it helps us. " 

The supporters of this organization and those influenced by the vicious 
propaganda it has been putting out are typical of the fanatics who have been attempting 
lately to disparage and discredit Bureau speakers who have been giving audiences a 
true, factual picture concerning the nature of the threat which communist activities 
in this country represent. 

RECOMMENDATION: " ™ * '* ' V ~ 



For information. 



Enclosure 

CDB:meh:baj 
C7) 



- Mr. Parsons 

- Mr. Mohr 

- Mr. DeLoach 

- Mr. Belmont 

- Mr. Sullivan 

- Section Tickler 




P 




^ / 
6 a -Jj>!£i2J- 
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ORGANIZATIONS 

Amc^t^ ^^g.^^t^oods dedi- 
cated ito ^He .. fi^t; ag^p&t Communism, 
nothing ;s qfJito^ike tta Jp^ Birch Soci- 
> ety . Expept is*. 3a elite -corps of leaders, 
jts members shun personal publicity, and 
their names are held by the society in 
strictest secrecy* Its cells, of 20 to 30 
members apiece, take orders from society 
headquarters, promote Communist-style 
front organizations that do not use the 
John Birch name. Carefully avoiding nor- 
mal channels of political action, the^ soci- 
ety accepts the hard-boiled, dictatorial 
direction of one, man who sees democ- 
racy as_ a J^rermifll fraud" andZesti - 
mates that the U.S. is 40% to 60% 
Communis t- con trolled. In other time", 
: other places, the John Birch "American- 
ists" — as they call themselves— might 
|seem a tiresome, comic-opera joke. But 
I already th^oti ety admits to cells in 35 
^ states, ancTits partisans have made their 
anonymous and unsettling presence felt 
in scores of U.S. communities. 
.^In, Wichita, Kans.^ student members 
Pk.fee ™tfy t ^J$^..Jp t $ tfopit. 
cell leader of any "Communist ' influence 




planned to make a modest contribution 
to a University of Wichita fund was 
dissuaded because members of the so- 
ciety were demanding that certain pro- 
cessors and books be thrown out. <c My 
'business would be wrecked/' said he, 
"if those people got on the phone and 
kept on yelling that I am a Communist 
because I give money to the school" 
Society members in Nashville, Tenn M 
started telephone campaigns to warn 
homeowners that some of their neighbors; 
were suspected Reds, The project with 
current top priority is the impeachment 
of Chief Justice Earl Warren, and activi- 
ties in a dozen cities range from the 
"spontaneous" circulation of petitions to, 
a rash of letters to newspapers, and a' 

HELP IMPEACH EARL WARREN banner, 

strung across the main street of Pampa,] 
Texas (and taken down by the police a J 
few hours later). 

The Red Plot. All society activity 
comes under the firm thumb of a balding, 
deceptively mild-mannered, retired 'busi- 
nessman from Belmont, . Mass, v named 
Robert Wejc£,. Son of <; a NortS^aroIina^ 
farmer, Bapt^t Welch, 6i f sper^t^ y.ears 
as an executive' with Camo ridge's, famed 
candy-making James 0. Welch ^^run 
by his 'r>rp£her) ? After the war, Welch 
began to bone up on Communist litera- 
ture; eventually he decided that such 





Lqit 

yearrnammg 't^fbt^JC.S-NavyJc'aptain 
killed by Chinese Communist guerrillas 
; after V-J day. 

Welch's Mein Kampf h a masterpiece 
of invective called The Politician. Shown 
only to close friends, the book is now 
being withdrawn from circulation, largely 
because its judgments on contemporary 
leaders repelled more people than they 
attracted. Some Welchian estimates: 
<JThe Eisenhower brothers: . . Mil- 
ton Eisenhower is actually Dwight Eisen- 
hower's superior and boss within the 
Communist Party ♦ . . For [the former 
President], there is only one possible 
word to describe his purposes and his 
actions- That word is treason." 
9 CIA Director Allen Dulles: "The most 
protected and untouchable supporter of 
Communism, next to Eisenhower himself, 
in Washington." 

q The late John Foster Dulles: "A Com- 
munist agent" 

Right-Wing Names. For public con- 
sumption, Welch has kept his vitriol well 
enough in check to avoid libel suits. A 
: prolific author, he has turned out reams 
of Red-baiting copy, including the Bine 
Book, that .guides the society's actions, 
j jfej pints' put the monthly American jj j&i^ 
i y^/ as well as.fr buU e tir^ tha ^ pl^h^^g 

for ^vomen),\ members r oj the -society's 



monthly aims. Despite rh* j?i-f nrnf , 
The Politician, Welch has been highly 
praised as a freedom fighter by a horde 
of familiar right-wing names, e.g., Actor 
ftdolphe Mehjou, Lawyer Clarence Man- 
Wfc '^P» to ^>SlfpUe Braden, who 
^ft^j^wlwil and have the. 
t r^4p r arirao^ his, successor. 
v Not.al^ congeryatives are so sanguine 

.afcoyt Welch. Many /obiect to the socie- 
ty's contempt for dissent from its views, 

neel that its militan t words and thoughts 

' are barel y a goose step away from the 
fQi mation of goon s guads. "Thi s is the 
kind of thing M th aj_doe s violence^gevery^ 

j^ing we*rettym^^ says 
pne Chicago" conservative who back ed" 
awa y from Birchism after a glimp se at 
The Politician. "ILsiphons a JptLpJ well> 



lunatic t fniipe ru n bv Weft k. at iM ham* 
time giving ^ fi-Commi&ist. .efforts a 
ck eye^jCt hurts us miich "more .'than 



evj 
ips us.' 



Tolson _ 
Parsons 
Mohr 



Belmont _ 
Callahan 

Conrad 

DeLocrch 

Evans 

Malone 

Rosen 

Tavel 



Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan 

Tele Room 

Ingram 

Gandy 



The Washington Post and 

Times Herald 
The Washinqton Daily News . 
The Evening Star 



New York Herald Tribune 

New York Journal-American. 
New York Mirror 



New York Dally News . 
New York Post 



The New York Times . 
The Worker 



The New Leader . 



The Wail Street Journal . 



Date . 



i e 
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March 17, 1961 



Mrs. Frank W. l DeFrlece 

TfiesT E t . Massengill .Company 
Bristol. Tenneasee^ 




Dear Mrs. 



iFriece 




I have received your letter of March 13, 1961, and the 
interest which prompted you to communicate with me on this occasion 
is indeed appreciated. 

While I do wish it were possible to he of assistance! the 
jurisdiction and responsibilities ol the FBI do not extend to furnishing 
evaluations or comments concerning the character or integrity of any 
individual, publication or organization. I regret that I am unable to . : . 
help you, and Z hope that you will not infer in this connection either ~ 
that we do or that we do not have data in our files relating to the : - 
subject of your inquiry. 

I can readily understand your deep concern over the 
grave threat posed by communism. It is my firm Belief that a broad 
knowledge of the objectives and operations of the communist conspiracy 
is essential if Americans are to effectively resist its influence* My 
book, "Masters of Deceit, " was intended to be an easy-to-read primer 
on communism for students and other Americans who would like to 
learn something about this evil menace. I have always felt that private 
citizens, acting through their civic, labor, religious, educational and 
similar organizations, constitute one of our most effective weapons 
against communism. 



U1 



Tolson 




I 

lam sending, under separate cover, several items 
the subject of communism which you might like to read; > 



/ 



- I). C. Morreil - Room 4235 
^6SC Material - Next page. 



Sincerely yours, 

& Edgar Hoovec 




TELETYPE UNIT LI j 




/ 



4 



USC Material 
10-18-60 American Legion speech 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target— Youth 
One Nations Response to Communism 
Christianity Today 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no derogatory information and no previous 
correspondence with Mrs. DeFriece. Robert Welch, founder of the 
John Birch Society, an allegedly anticommunist organization, has 
criticized the Eisenhower Administration bitterly in the past. He 
once stated he felt a group having the appearance of a communist 
front would be effective in attracting true subversives. 
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THE S. K. MASSENGILL COMPANY 



ESTABLISHED 1897 

PHARMACEUTI CALS 



EXECUTIVE OFFICES AND LABORATORIES • BRISTOL, TENNESSEE • TELEPHONE — SOU. 



DIVISIONS: NEW YORK - KANSAS CITY 

SAN FRANCISCO 
CABLE ADDRESS: SEMASSEN 



March 13, 



Hon. J* Edgar Hoover 

Director Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr f Hoover: 

I ^411 appreciate it very much if you will give me a report on 
the ^o^sk^^S^32^^£> whose organise r is Mr # Welch of Belmont, 
Massachusetts. Is it a reliable organisation to fight Communism? 

I was on a tour last summer, which included Russia, and I 
am eager to fight Communism in every way # 



Sincerely, 



Mr. ^IsorL-J£ 
Mr, VfxmiJS^ 

Mr- mi 

Mr, Mmnt 
Mr. Callahan — y 
Mr* Conrad,-^ 

Mr. Evatuu 
Mr. Malone, 
Mr. Besen- 
Mr. Tavd 




Mr. Trotter — ~ 
Mr, W.C,Su!Hva& 

Tele, Room.*- - 

Mr, Ingram ~ 

Mm Gandy 



v 




PMD: CT 



Pauline M. DeFriece 
(Mrs. Frank W. DeFriece) 
Secretary-Treasurer 
THE S. E. MASSENGILL COMPANY 
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Mrs. James J^iSiorr 
Wichita 18, ..Kansas _ 
Dear Mrs. Knorr: 



March 20, 1961 



Your letter of March 8, 1961, has been received, 
and I appreciate your kind comments about the work being done 
by this Bureau. 

While I would like to be of assistance with regard 
to your inquiry, the FBI, as strictly an investigative agency of 
the Department of Justice, does not furnish evaluations or comments 
relative to the character or integrity of any individual, organi- 
zation or publication. I hope you will not infer in this connection 
either that our files do or do not contain data re^sardins the iiroup 
you mentioned. 

I am enclosing literature concerning the general 
subject of communism. You will notice that some of these 
reprints give > suggestions relative to combating this menace. 



Z?3 



v. 



Tolson 
Parsons 



i 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Cchir Hetwr.:--s 



Enclosures ( 4) What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
, How to Fight Communism . - 2 : >. i : 

£ Communist Party, USA ^jU&tS' 



p ■ / 



Mohr ^_"i^ Communist Target - Youth 

*ZStz$±L NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The John Birch 

Society^an allegedly anticommunist organization, was organized by 
SsjS SBV.*. Robert Welch. Welch has been critical of the Eisenhower Administration 
fc - "^ / in the past. He once stated that he felt a group having an appearance of a 
communist T Front? r> pouid be effective in attracting true s 



Rosen 
Tavel v 

Trotter ka 

W.C. SulU&crrf. 
Tele. R. 
Ii 



subversives. 
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TRUETCOPY 



Mrs. James H. Knorr 



March 8th 

131 South Pershing, Wichita 18, Kansas 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoovei; 

I have become increasingly alarmed about the 
Communist menace to our Country ever since reading your fine 
book, ''Masters of Deceit. " I really dd want to help fight Com- 
munism, but I must be sure about the best way to do it. 

o 

Th e "John Birch S ociety" has been showing films 
here in Wichita, and I feel that they have been most successful 
in alerting many people to the present danger and getting them to 
read about what is going on. However, there has been much 
controversy about the "John Birch Society" in Wichita. What I 
want to know is - Is there any reason why we loyal Americans 
shouldn't jjsbin the Birch Society in order to fight Communism? 
Is this smear Campaign against it her]e just evidence that we 
do have many subversive groups in our city? 

There are so many of us ~ housewives and mothers - 
who want to do all in our power to help our Country. Please tell 
us how! \) 

Thank you for taking time to help us. , And, many 
thanks to you for all you have done and are doing for our 
United States. 

Most Gratefully, ^JSi^il^ 7\ 

;v fiE&fy t7 MAR 22 1961 

v 

Virginia T. Knorr 

(Mrs. James Hi ) (.t 
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Mftc. j^nect H. Know fp^r 



131 South PePcfhing, Wvk^WfW®m*r- 

Mr. Parson^ 
Mr. Mohr_ 











Mrcc. JaFhecc H. Know 



131 South PePcching, Wiehiia 18, KancfckP 
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131 South PePcching, Wichita 18, Karucew: 
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March 17, 1961 



X Cochltuate, Maasachuaetts 



bo 

blC 



Trotter^ ljl. 

Tele. Room 

I n g : 
G 



Dear Mrs. 




Tour letter postmarked March 10, 1961, has 
been received, and the interest which prompted you to write 
is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an Investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 



Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
eneral subject of communism which may be of interest. 




Sincerely yours, 

S *£dg*r Hoove, 

.' . . . , "i 

, -T V 

Eneio™r..(S) V~~^~ 
17thNational Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB introduction 
Director' s Speech of 10- 1 8-60 
Expose of Soviet Espionage , 

see NOTE next page 



RWE:lcl* (3) 
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be 

I 1 b7C 

Letter to Mrs. 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
antieommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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Cochituate, Mass. 
March 8, 1961 



J. Edgar Hoover, Dir. 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Dept. of Justice 
Washington D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

For many months, at great lengths, I have been in a 
controversial argument with a friend and member concerning this 
John B i rch,5.ocie t y Ai[ My contention is a knowledge of Communism 
and its destructiveness through reading; e. g. The FBI Story, 
Masters of Deceit, Expose of Soviet Espionage, can be more 
effective in helping us to recognize its threat. Further arguments 
would be too lengthy to bother with at this time. This week, the 
brief reference to the organization in Time ignited another "rather 
heated" discussion. 

I turn to your department for some factual information. 

Does this organization have a positive purpose? / ^Q^I 

Has it achieved any success in contributing to defeating 
the growth of Communism in this country? 

Do you advocate such an organization or is it merely 
tolerated because it represents one of our freedoms and remains 
within legal boundaries? 

This note represents a sincere effort to get at some facts 
about this organization, if facts are available. I am not interested in 
fighting it or joining it, unless of course it became too destructive, * 
merely in having some factual information. . . / ^&lLjr 

REC-S7; /^P„/<5^/- aWT 

Thank you for your considera tion.. mmmmmmmm m ^ am /> ^, a 

fV - - Sincerely, MAR 22 1961 i) \ 
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/s/ 



Cochituate, Mass. 



V. 




u^teJl =w*u) ^j*UJ^ 
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■J / ^7^^ March 17, 1961 



s, uamornla 



be 
b7< 




Tolson 



! have received your letter of March 10, 1961, 
I appreciate the concern whtch prompted yon to write. 

While I would like to be of assistance to you regarding 
your inquiries, the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the 
Federal Government and does not furnish evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, publication 
or organization. I hope that you will not infer in this connection , 
either that we do or do not have data in our files relating to the IS 
subject which you mentioned. ~~ 

I firmly believe that it behooves all of us to make* ~ 
concerted effort to gain a broad knowledge of the objectives and t ... 2 £ 
operations of the communist menace. A lack of understanding is - ^ 
dangerous in that it often results in the reprehensive and indiscrim€» ^ 
nate labeling as communists those who merely dissent or advocate ' — 
unpopular or unorthodox views. Education is of great Importance 
in this matter, for when fully aware of the alms of communism, 
we can all share In the opportunity to defeat it with the weapon It 
fears most—truth. 




Monr 
Belmont . 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 
DeLoach 

Evans 

Mai one _ 

Rosen 

Tavj 
Tn 
W, 

Tele. Room 




-_ NOTE: Buf iies contain no information identifiable with the correspondent, 
-&f£he John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist movement and was 
~aj founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts. The Bureau has 
conducted an inquiry concerning it. 
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arch 10, 1961 
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Mr". Tolso 
Mr. Pars; 
Mr. « 
Mr. Bel L 
Mr. Callahan 



Mr. Conrad 
Mr. 



Mr. Evans 
Mr. Malone.. 
Mr. Rosen. _ 
Mr. Tavel_. 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D* C. 

Dear Mr # Hoover t 

We support everything you do in your department 
100 % and respect your judgement ♦ 

We have joined the John Birch Society and feel 
their stand on an tT^lfo^^ omznuni s m 

are sound and correct. 

In our Los Angeles area, Pasadena and La Canada, 
we are receiving bitter criticism to the movement. 
Can you give us a recommendation on Mr. Welch and 
his backgrounds Is it the same as what you stand 
fort* Is there any reason why we should not be 
members of this group? 

We have the uneasy feeling this could be a clever 
way for the Communists to get a list of names of 
people here in America with like thinking and this 
would certainly make their task of elemination 
very simple for them. 

May we have an honest answer from you pleased 

Sincerely yours , 



be 

b7C 




Mr. Trotter 

Mr. W.C.Sullivan 
Tele/ Room. 



Mr. Ingraitt-A. 




Pasadena 3, California 

^5 



>- 



Of 
1 



17 mm 22 19&1 




0 



/ -v y y>/ - Jtffe March 20 - 



1961 




Mrs 



j 



DeLoaeh 



Lafiyefte, Indiana 
Dear^MrsT 



Your letter of March 10 t 1961, has been received, and 
the interest which prompted you to write to me is appreciated. 

In response to your request, 1 am enclosing a list of 
those organizations which have been cited by the Attorney General under 
Executive Order 10450. Another publication which may be of help to you 
is the "Guide to Subversive Organizations and Publications. " I have been 
advised by the Government Printing Office that this pamphlet is now out of 
print, but it is possible you may be able to locate it at your public library. 

While X would like to be of service to you in connection with 
the other matters you mentioned, the FBI, as an investigative afggpcy, does 
not furnish comments or evaluations concerning the character or Jntegriiy 
of any individual, publication or organization. I hope you will not 1 infer ."" 
either that we do or do not have in our files data regarding the subjects of 
your inquiry. 

In view of the interest you expressed, I am pleased to enclose 
some material pertaining to communism. X- 




Sincerely yours, 

4* fc'dgar Hoover 




Enclosures (5) 
EE NEXT PAGE 





TELETYPE UNIT 



□ 



SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 



CJH:njs 



(3) 



♦ 



Mrs, 



be 

b7C 



Enclosures (5) 

Director's 10/18/60 Speech 

Subversive Organizations List 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

Communist Target — Youth 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly anti- 
communist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower Administration 
bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a group having the appearance 
of a communist front would be effective in attracting true subversives. 
Our files reflect no derogatory information concerning "Human Events, " 
the Cardinal Mindszenty Foundation and the pamphlet, "Inside the 
Communist Conspiracy. " The "American Mercury" is owned by RusseU 
Maguire who is aUegedly anticommunist and has a reputation of being bg 
bitterly anti-Semitic. The publication was the subject of a Registration b7c 
Act investigation in 1958 based upon indications of an exchange of funds 
between Maguire and the Ambassador of the Dominican Republic. The 
allegation was not established and the case .was clos ed in October. 195 8. 
Bufiles contain no derogatory information regarding | 
"American Opinion" is published by Robert Welch of the John Birch 
Society. "Nine Men Against America" is an attack on the Supreme Court 
by Rosalie M. Gordon, who has been affiliated with John T, Flynn of the 
America First Committee, It is noted that branches of this latter 
organization were the subjects of Internal Security - G investigations 
during World War II. 
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TR0COPY 

Masrch 10, 1961 



Dear Mr. Hoover; 

In this March 10th issue of Time Magazine, as you 
are most) undoubtedly aware of, is this hair-raising article about 
the ^ohnJBJr^hjSo^^t^. May I have your opinion of The John Birch 
SocietyT'ls'^Communist infiltrated? What is your opinion of 
Robert Welch? We are leaders of an Anti -Communist study group 
in Lafayette, and know of several very respectable citizens of our 
community who have joined^ the Society last fall when The John Birch 
Society was in town to solicit members. 

Also, may I have your opinion of such magazines, 
papers, etc. as Human Events, American Opinion, the American 
Mercury, also of Time Magazine. Also, do you approve of the 
Cardinal Minzsenty Foundation and the Christian Anti -Communist 
Crusade? 

Also a pamphlet of suggested good reading,materials 
on Communism, called "Inside the Communist Conspiracy" by Phyllis 
Schlafly? Also do you approve of Rosalie M. Gordon who wrote 
"Nine Men Against America"? 

Also could you please send me a copy of subversive and?> 
communist front: organizations? 

I am sure this will clear up for many of us our doubts 
about these questions. I will look forward to a reply from you very 
soon. Than, you, „, ^ _ 



^ c /s/Mrs.r 



Lafayette, Ind. 



8 







7 
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Mr. 



March 20, 1961 



Austin 5, Texas 



, Tex£ 



b7C 



Dear Mr. 



..... 

Your letter of March 19, 1961, has been received, and the 
interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

While I would like to be of assistance, the FBI, as strictly an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government, does not furnish evaluations 
or comments relative to the character or integrity of any individual, organi- 
zation or publication. I hope you will not infer in this connection either that 
our files do or do not contain data regarding the subjects of your inquiry. 

The film, "Operation Abolition/' is sponsored and distributed 
by the House Committee on Un-American Activities and this Bureau had no 
connection with its preparation. As a matter of policy, I am unable, therefore, 
to make any comment concerning it. May I suggest that you direct your inquiry 
to the Committee which is located In Room 225, Old House Office Building, 
Washington 25, D. C. 

It is my firm belief, however, that a broad knowledge of the 
communist conspiracy is essential if Americans are to effectively resist its 
influence. The FBI prepared a detailed account of the highly organized tactics 
employed by the Communist Party, USA in the California demonstrations. I 
am enclosing a copy in order that you may have the full background in this 
matter. An analysis of this report will show its purpose was not to defend the 
activities of the House Committee nor does it cast doubt on the motivation or 
loyalty of American youth. It is intended rather as urgent encouragement to 
young people to learn the true nature of this malevolent threat and, armed with 
tnar u nderstanding, to resist being duped into unlawful or unthinking action. 




Enclosed is additional material on the general subject of 



dcl cK C _oB&munism which may be of interest to you. 

Evans — — - 1 

Rosen 
To 
Trott 

TeJe. Room 
Ingram 
Gaudy 



r — / 66MAR28B81 iff „ , t 

LjtfcV. Enclosures (4) 17th Nat'l Convention"® Intro. 3-60 LEB 




Communist Party, USA 

MAIL ROOM I ! TELETYPE UNIT I 1 

SAW:gcb (3) 



Communist Target- -Youth 
Series from Christianity Today 

SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 



C -4* 



Mr. 



b6 
b7C 



3-17-61 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Robert Welch, 
founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly anticommunist 
organization, has criticized the Eisenhower Administration bitterly 
in the past. He once stated he felt a group having the appearance of 
a communist front would be effective in attracting true subversives. 
Dr. Fred C, Schwarz is known to the Bureau and is apparently 
capitalizing on his acitvities with the Christian Anti- Communism 
Crusade to promote literature he has written regarding communism. 
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TRUE COPY 



3-10-61 



Dear Mr Hoover 



I am an average American citizen, and worried 
deeply about the Communists. 

To get straight to the point, Some of the speakers 
against Communism, some of the organizations against communism, 
and a film against communism sounded and looked straight forward 
& honest to me. Now I have been told by a certain person that this 
isn't so^but they are all fakes. Namely, Dr. Schwartz is fake, 
The JohnBirch Society is completely fake and is a front itself. 
Also the film Operation Abolition is complete fake, and the rest 
of the reports on communist infiltration in churches is false. 
If you could, I wish from my heart that would send me a report 
on these subjects mentioned. 



Sincerely 

/s/ 



b6 
hie 



Austin 5, Tex 



I* MAR 22 1961 




1^ tt> t 



* 







be 

b7C 



A i^Mr. Tolson_^ 

OFFICE OF DIRECT^ « Mr " ParS °^ 



* FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 



Mr. M0hr_ 
Mr. Belmont 
Mr, Callahan 
Mr. Conrad 
Mr, DeLoaCi 
Mr. Evans- 
Mr, Mai one— 

Mr, Rosen 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter - 
Mr. Jones 




Mr. w.C. Sullivan 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss Holmes 

Miss Gandy 
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March 17, 1961 



Mrs. 
Bos[ 



T 



Clayton, New Mexico 



jDear Mrs. 



b6 
b7C 



Your letter of March 11, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although 1 would like to be of service, the FBI 
is^an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. 1 regret that 1 am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 



- so 



r- ■ -a 



1 * 



/ Enclosed is some literature dealing with the : _. 

f V: ' general subject of communism which may be of Interest. You" 
-3j< will notice that some of this material gives helpful suggestions 
for combating this atheistic menace* 



Sincerely yours, 

1 Icev 



To Is on 



Belmont 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

De Loach . 




Evans . 



Ma) one . 



W.C v JK4^van 

Tele /Room 
Inqratn 
Gaudy 



— Enclosures (3) 
(listed next page) 
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see NOTE next page 
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Enclosures 

Directors Speech 10-18-60 

The Communists Are After Our Minds 

Communist Party, USA 



NOTJE: Bufiles contain no identifiable record of correspondent. 
Bobert Y/elch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhov/er 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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March 11, 1961 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I am utterly confused as to what I as an individual 
should do to resist communism and the welfare state. 

The John Wrch Society is being organized in this 
area. Do you think I should join them ? I know you will not like 
to give ratings to groups of this kind, but with the power of this 
force much could be done. 



Yours truly, 




-it 





^JL t&T^O-Z^ ^y^-^ C^-ZtC c^rt-^g ^l^C^ J&D C^C^U 







S3 



1 J 



MrsTl 




March 21, 1961 



C^arldRe, IJorth Card 



Una 



be 

hlC 



Dear Mrs. 



Your letter of March 11, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

In response to your request, it is a pleasure to 
forward to you, under separate cover, 190 copies of each of the items 
you requested, except our poster, "What You Can Do To Fight 
Communism." Cur supply of this poster is temporarily depleted; 
however, arrangements have been made for yon to receive 100 
copies when available. I regret that we are unable to fully comply 
with your request, but the demand for some of our literature is 
such that we cannot always fulfill individual requests. There is no 
charge for any of the material which this Bureau is privileged to 
distribute to the public. 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



MS 



Tolson _ 
Parsons _ 

Mohr 

Belmont _ 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach. 
Evans 



Mai one . 
Rosen _ 
Tavel _ 
Trotter _ 



W.C. Sullivan . 



1 - D. C. Morrell - 4235 

USC - 100 copies of EAch: 

God and Country or Communism? 
Communist Party, USA 
Qne Nation's Response to Communism 



MAILED. 8. 

Z i 1961 Director's speech of 10-18-60 

COMM-FBI 



qommunism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 




NOTE: See next page 
RWE:gctf^2^ 
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NOTE: Bufiles indicate that by letter dated 2-27-61, correspondent 
was forwarded 2500 copies of "An Analysis of the 17th National 
Convention, CPUSA. " She indicated in a prior letter that she was a 
member of the John Birch Society. Her request was trimmed to 100 
copies. The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization; however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that 
the Society might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to 
attract true subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, 
Welch criticized the president to, the point of calling him a dupe of 
the communists. 

Follow-up made for Room 4237. 
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March 11, 1961 



harlotte, H. (J . 

b7C 



Mr. John Edgar Hoover, Director 
Frderal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice /% 
Washington 25, D. C. u 



Hear Mr* Hoover: 

Mr. & I wish to thank you for all the materials you .have so very 

graciously and generously sent us to help us in our fight against Com*- 
muni sou 



There oust isn l t enough time to do all we need ta do— time seems to 
be running out fast— -fortunately for us we have a man so dedicated 
as you are ? who can give us the information meeded so badly to combat 
this enemy* 

Somehow, when people see your name as author of anti-CopmiiLs± liter- 

J has men- 



b6 
b7C 



ature they seem to be a little more responsive* As Mr « _ 
tioned to yo u at an other time 9 we have over two hundred on a mailing 
list and Mr. I \ gives talks on this subject. At the risk of perhaps 

seeming greedy l would appreciate your sending us 300 of the following 
articles. That is 300 of each — please* 

/"SOD AND COUNTRY OR COMOTISM? 

*•* COMMUNIST PARTY 5 USA 

> ^ ONE NATION'S RESPONSE TO COM-WIfISM 

WHAT YOU CAN DO TO FIGHT COMMUNISM 

^ COMMUNISM? THE BITTER ElfflMY OF f&LIGIOI JJ^ 

sly 

' AMERICA— FREEDOM'S CHAMPION (Addresses at the Rational Convention of 

The American Legion, Miami Beach, Fla. 
October 18, I960) 

We realize that this is ordering in large quantities— and that it jgosts 
money to print these articles, so we are willing to cover eos't. 

We. received the 2^00 copies of "To all Law Enforcement Officials" 




Thank you so much. 



Ss 



2 % 1961 



Sincerely yours 



* 7 7 





Upland, California 



Dear Dr 



b6 
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March 17, 1861 



Tour letter of March 10, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 



,0 




Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subjects of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 

■J Edgar Hoover 



Enclosures (3) 

Director's Speech of 10-18-61 
The Communists Are After Our Minds 
Communist Party, USA 



so 
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see NOTE next page 
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Rosen 
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Letter to Dr. 



be 

b7C 



NOTE: Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 

Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Howard D. Smoot, 
EOO 3-23-42, resigned C-15-51, following censure, probation and 
transfer due to several unfounded charges made by him against his 
SAC, and due to his dereliction in not apprising the Bureau of certain 
matters. He was not recommended for reinstatement. 
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March 10 - 1961 



Dear Mr Hoover: 

I am very conscious of the Communist threat 
to our Country, & would certainly be anxious to do anything 
in our power to stop the menace. 

Would you be so kind) as to tell me the feelings 
of the F.B.I, concerning the ^hD^irxiLSoeiety , ' ' & the 
validity of its monthly newsletter, & also your comments of 
Dan Smoot & his monthly publication. 

Si ncerely 

Drl 



b6 
b7C 



Upland, California 
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March 21, 1961 



Tolson . 



Mrn.f 



Whittier, California 
Dear Mrs. 



bo 
b7C 



Your letter postmarked March 12, 19bl, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is appre- 
ciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does 
not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I would 
like to point out that this Bureau does not issue clearances of any 
type, and we have not sanctioned or cleared the organization in 
question. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope you will t 
not infer in this connection either that we do or that we do not have,, 
data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

.Enclosed is some literature dealing with the general 
subject of communism which may bo of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 

J- E%ar Hoovtr 



so 



-sea 



Enclosures (5) 



Zzrfifi/P*** on Next page * 




Wc-O" 



DeLoach- 
Evans 



NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
Maione ___ y correspondent. The JohnBirch SocietjxJLs allegedly an anticommunist 
g3 fo / . — : ^ST" J (See next page.) 
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Mrs* 

Enclosures (5) 

17th National Convention & 3-60 LEB Intro. 

Directors speech of 10-18-61 

Communist Target — Youth 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

One Nations Response To Communism 



NOTE continued: 

organization; however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that 
the Society might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to 
attract true subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, 
Welch criticized the president to the point of calling him a dupe of 
the communists. 
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March 8, 1961 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Gentlemen: 



Because of recent wide spread publicity being 
given to the John Birch Society, and as a citizen who is interested 
in furthering honest anti-communist activities, I am desirous to 
know the stand or opinion taken toward this organization. 

I have been informed by Birch Society members 
that this organization has been cleared by the F. B. I. as a non 
communistic one, and that it is whole heartedly approved bfrby 
J. Edgar Hoover. Is this so? 

Please advise me. I shall be very interested in 

your reply. 



Very truly yours, 
Mrs J 



b6 
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Whittier, California 
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be 

b7C 



March 21, 1081 



Nashville 4, Tennessee ^ 

7 b7C 



Bear Mr. 



Your letter of March 13, 1961, has been received, 
end the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Unclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may he of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 

I . ! 

-7 i i 1 

Token /- i_nciocures vo) r " 

Parsons 

Mohr 

Belmont - 
Callahan . 
Conrad . 



£ Enclosures (5) ;,f j l( I ! 



:han IID^, (listed next page) 
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Tele! Robing \ 4 f 1 



? (3) 



Enclosures 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

How To Beat Communism 

Directors Speech 10-18-60 

Red Goals and Christian Ideals 

Cne Nation's Response to Communism 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front v/ould be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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Nashville U> Tenn. 
March 13, l?6l 



be 

b7C 



Mr. J* Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 



During recent weeks several articles and editorials have appeared 
in the Nashville newspapers and in other newspapers around the country 
attacking the John^irch Society . 

On the surface, this Society seems to have an admirable purpose.^ I 
certainly want to fight the spread of communism bxxt hesitate to join an 
organization whose purpose is questionable. 

«It is my understanding that the John Birch Society has been and is 
currently under the survailance of the F.B.I., therefore, I would like 
to know just what is your opinion of the John Birch Society. 



Yfirv truly yours i 



be 

b7C 




Toison 
Parsons 
Mohr 



March 21, 1961 



Mr. 

v^ki^achee 
Bropk^ile^riorlda 



he 

blC 



Dear JGr. 



Your letter of March 12, 1901, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data In our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 

i, Edgar Hoover 





Enclosure^ (5) 

t You Can Do To Fight Communism 
How To Beat Communism 
Directors Speech of 10-18-60 
Series from "Christianity Today" 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with correspondent. 
Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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"SPRING OF THE MERMAIDS 



ON U. S. HI-WAY NO. 19 & FLA. HI -WAY NO. 50 



BROOKS VILLE 



FLORIDA 



March 12, 1961 



Dear Sir: 

I was approached by someone the other day wanting me to * 
join a group called the Joh^H^iynh g&oijsjgu It is sup- 
pose to be an anti-communist group, however I am very 
skeptical about such groups ♦ They seem to be primarily 
interested in getting certain bills passed or vetoed. 

Would you please inform me as^to the Validity of the 
John Birch Society* The book they put our is called 
the Blue Book. They advise members to read American 
Opinion ♦ 

Your attention to this matter will be greatly appreciated* 



Kindest regards ♦ 



be 

hlC 




YOU HAVE TO SEE IT — TO BELIEVE IT 



r 



t 

Jos Angeles, Cali 
March 12, 1961] 



1 



jL . Oti^ifchaad 
y^Los Angeles Ti 
£ 202 West First 



^Chandler 
i me s 
Street 

Los Angeles, California 



Dear Sir: 




Mr. Roseau*— 
Mr. Tcfr&iti 
M^Trotfe^; 
Mr^ 

Mr. In 
Mb 




First of all, lest J' accuse, I am not a member of the John Birch 
Society but am sorely tempted to Join it after reading the five 
artTcTfes last week and your editorial today . y 

The Los Angeles Times was at one time my trusted friend and guide. 
Your tacit and inexplicable approval of the Russian Festival shocked 
me, in fact, so much so that I have not attended any more Bowl per- 
formances since - nor will I until the Board of Directors come to. 
their senses. Your attitude during the Republican campaign nearly 
finished my faith in you - your editorial on Mr. Nixon was your only 
worthwhile contribution and then it was too little and too late. 
Your editorial today finished off the last vestiges of my faith and 
trust in your Judgment. I am grateful for one thing, however^ I 
knew nothing about the John Birch Society before the first article 
Jon Sunday, March 5, 1961 - thank you for educating me. 

Your "What to think" paragraphs are unbelievable and appalling. One 
small voice (or group) in this frightening morass dares to speak up 
and to question the higher echelons and you, of all people, denounce 
this group which obviously puts love of America and freedom above 
love of power, position, money and partisan politics. 

The wealth of documented material available, proving how fa£ and in 
how many ways this cancerous communistic and socialistic growth is 
progressing, apparently impresses you not at all. Fighting .these 
destructive doctrines with their own weapons is obviously the only 
way to do it. I fail to se& how documented statements of facts can 
\be classed as f smear tactics f and who questions the decency and 
-loyalty of most Americans? Why this Vred herring" across the tr 
It many others, do at times question the aims and/or integrity 

[of so$e officials and our right to do that , Mr. Chandler, is ' still 
our American prerogative, at least until this, too, is chained in /; / 
-aihdd: 1 the Icellars along with other precious freedoms. / > A ^, >■ ^ Alfr 

Our freedom was established by men f ightfiWg °3nd dying for the^ ideals 
they believed in. All nations too lethargic to fight have be^&^w%4^ 
lowed by the totalitarian states. The press could, and should be, ^ 
the greatest force and asset a nation can have provided honelt^/?ifi*e»fc*9 
Jigcnce and logic is its guiding li^ht . ^ tftfc 



if 
a 





I'm not at all interested whether or not you publish this letter but 
Id you do so it must be printed in its entirety. 1 disapprove of 

partia^^jptes^one day and correctigak: **<- vi+u~- 

print it a' 



Bobert Welch 
Paul H. Talbert 



-bo 
"b7C 




PgtiJ to Conservatives 

(An Editorial) *— — ^. 

Tfre Times; published, last week, a .heavily doeu- i 
merited series of articles which defined the nature 
and methods of the John Birch Society in the words 
of its absolute master*. ' 

The quotations from Robert Welch, and from some ! 
of his lieutenants, nail down the treacherous fallacy 
that an honorable or noble objective justifies any 
means to achieve it - 

Our f^ar of the John Birch Society # is based oil our 

own findings, on the meticulously researched articles" 1 
; written by Gene Blake. In them it can be read, within f 

quotation marks, that Communists must be fought ! 

with their own weapons, smear for smesr. Even — and 

the quotations are brutal— with sedition. ■ ' [. 

\ Every conservative must adhere to the . general ' 

purpose of the society as it is stated by Robert Welch:^ !' 

"t6 promote less government, more responsibility and r 

a better world." 

. / Every loyal American must agree devoutly with \ 
the- society's, immediate intention of "stopping the j 

^Communists and destroying 7 their conspiracy, on at, r 
least\breaking its grip on our government and shat- c 

■ tering its power within the United States/' 

And every informed American must agree with, e 
the society's tenet that the United States Is actually 
now engaged with Soviet . Russia in a struggle for [ f 
the survival of our system. 

With all honorable Americans, this newspaper 
looks with disgust and dread upon the godless ma- 
terialism and blood-soaked tyranny of the Commu- 
nist conspiracy. It is , because of L our people's disgust 
and dread that the Communists must seek their ends 
by secret subversion, by seducing;- officials, by dis- 
crediting our institutions, sowing' distrust among us, 
aggravating union and racial disputes, entering with- 
out conscience into any course that will serve the- 
purpose of Mosqow, v ■ ■ ■ /. \ ; ■ 

■ Then Wliat is ^ikely .to^ha^eiTt to/the member of. ; 
the John Birch Society who: afianflOfcs all the rules j 
by which he has! li^ed.-hi^r decent life, , and adopts in- : 
stead the techniques, arid, the rules of r cbhspiracy to 
fight Communists: in Communist fashion? 

If the John.Birchers'follow.the program: of their 
leader^ they will; bring our institutions 'into question 
exactly as the. Communists try to doI-Thiey will sow 
distrust t {a hd aggravate disputes, arid ]jheff ffiBl Weake n : 
trie, very-strong case for/conservatisiiii; ; ■ ^ ' ' ■ 



■ - ' ■ - ■ * ■ ■ . . .. , 

Whatare we to think when our last three Presi- 

( dents, noosevelt, Trumaa and Eisenhower "are acr ? 
: cused either of being Communists or Comthunistr, 
: dupes? 

What are we to think when* these charges, are I 
leveled against Secretary of State John Foster bulles, \ 
against his brother Allen who heads our vital Central . j 
Intelligence Agency, against the Chief Justice of pur \ 
Supreme Court: ' J 

What are we to think when the honor and integrity 
of the Vice President of the United States, the Repub- 
lican Party's nominee for President, are questioned? j 

What are we to think when v/e~ are told that our 
nation's press almost without exception is Cornmu- 
.■ nist infiltrated and inspired? 

What are we. to think when we are told that our 
churches almost without exception are corroded with, 
active agents of Moscow? 

What is happening to us when all loyal Americans v 
are accused, of being Communist dupes unless they 
subscribe to the radical and dictatorial direction of .;. 
one self-chosen man? . , .. v J 

All sincere conservatives must ask themselves the£e ! 
^questions. And they must answer thejru - V' \ 
! The Times believes implicitly in the conservative 
! philosophy. It has challenged all r these\men and;most 
of these institutions on the soundness )Qf one or" more ' . 1 

issues. But The Times does not believe that the -argu- j 

ment for conservatism can be won— and we do be^ ■> 

lieve it can be, won— by smearing; as enemies ' and : 

traitors those with whom we sometimes disagree., ^ ' 

Subversion, whether of the leit or ihe rights is 

still subversion. ^ * -i ' ■ 

Ut Fktf£J*± M-H4€S OTIS CH^^QJJ^, 
S^vida^ hte.r*Jt I T-fthf Publisher, Thq TimeW . 
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Your4etter was received on March 13, 1961, 

and I \7ant to thank you sincerely for the confidence you and 
your husband have expressed in the work being done by the 
FBI. Your prayers are also appreciated. 

Although I would like very much to be of service, 
the functions and responsibilities of the FBI as a Federal investi- 
gative agency do not extend to furnishing evaluations or drawing 
conclusions as to the character or integrity of any organization, 
publication or individual. I regret that I am unable to help you 
and hope you will not infer in this connection either that we do 
or that we do not have data in our files concerning the group . z 
you named. } . . 

)-f\ i ' la view of your interest, I am enclosing publications 

A . available for general distribution by the FBI on the subject of 
\J<f communism. 



Tolson _ 
Parsons . 

Mohr 

Belmont . 
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Conrad 

DeLoach . 
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Rosen 
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How To Beat Communism 
3-60 LEB Introduction & 17th Convention 
Director's speech 10-18 -60 

Series from 1 'Christianity Today" 
One Nations Response to Communism 

TELETYPE UNIT 

(3)> ■ 



(See NOTE next page) 
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Mrs. 



3-16-61 



be 

b7C 



NOTE: Neither correspondent nor her husband is identifiable 
in Bufiles. No reference is being made in outgoing relative 
to th e rumo r that Mr. Hoover is contemplating retirement, since 
Mrs J "I probably is not making reference to this rumor in 
her last paragraph. 

■.O 

The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization; however, 3toberT Wetchr its founder, has stated that 
the Society might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to 
attract true subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, 
Welch criticized the President to the point of calling him a dupe of 
the communists. 
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Midland, Texas 
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Dear Mr. Hoover: 

As a prospective member and strong supporter 
of the John Birch Society, I am concerned about its critics. For 
such a cause I am certainly willing to face criticism if the F. B. I. 
considers it a worthwhile organization. 

Will you please inform me whether you have 
unfavorable information about this organization. Realizing it is 
easy to be duped into believing Communist front organizations are 
patriotic causes, I felt I should write you first. 

May I express the appreciation of my husband & 
myself for your fine work toward reducing the Communist menace. 
As long as you remain at the helm, we feel the Federal Bureau of -~ 
Investigation remains safe. We offer our prayers for your guidance. 



Thank you. 



Sincerely, 



/s/ 



(Mrs. 
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s MAR 22 1961 t 
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??arch 17, 1901 
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I have received your letter of ? iarch 10, 1961, 
and 1 do appreciate your generous romarlio and good wishes. 

I firmly Believe that it behooves every one of 
us to malie a concerted effort to gain a broad knowledge of 
the objectives and operations of the communist menace. This 
is vitally essential if Americans are to effectively resist its 
influence. A lack of understanding is dangerous in that it 
is often responsible for the reprehensive and indiscriminate 
labeling as communists those who merely dissent or advocate 
unpopular or unorthodox views. Education is of strategic 
importance in this matter, for when fully cognisant of the 
aims of communism, we can all chare in the opportunity to 
defeat it with the weapon it fears most— truth. 

In view of your interest in the subject of 
communism I am enclosing several items which you may like 
to have. 



Sincerely yours, 

3. EC<vr :-Soe*r v ■ 





Enclosures (4) " 
Listed next page. 
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Midland, Texas 
March 10, 1961 



Mr. Tolson *M 
Mr. Parsonfi^ 
Mr. Mohr J&! 
Mr. Belmont 'J 
Mr. CvV * K <ii 
Mr. Conrad . 

Mr. Mrl «e- 
Mr. Roson_ 
Mr ; Tavel_ 
*MA Trotter 
Mr. W.C.Suffiv^l 

Tele. Rooia J 

Mr. in^raai*^ , 
Miss^nd3^|^j| 
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Mr. J, Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr* Hoover: 

It is with heartfelt thanks to God for men like yourself that I am writing^ 
to you* 

I want to express my appreciation to you for the great work you and your ^\ 
organization have done over the years for the cause of Freedom and Liberty in 
our beloved America, 

It is this cause to preserve and protect our heritage that is most importanly 
now. It is in the greatest danger that it has ever been. My great concern is 
that the American people, through complacency and self-indulgence, will allow 
our country to be destroyed by international communism from within our own 
borders. 

It was with this danger in mind that I became a member of the John Birch 
Society so that my efforts could be more effective in defeating this terrible 
menace. The principles of our society, to reduce the size of Government, restore 
individual responsibility and make the world a better place for all people, are 
something worth working for. 

My prayers are that your position will not be jeopardized by the concentrated f|^;^ 
smear that the communists and their dupes are presently using against you and the\ i ifi* 
House Committee on Unamerican Activities. , .jV 

May it be God's will that the American people be enlightened about the threat , f 
of slavery facing us and of the efforts by yourself and others to defeat that / 
threat . 



Sincerely 1 





Dr. Jerre b^land 
4018 BrowjaleeJRoad 
Louisville 7, Kentucky 

Dear Dr. Nolan d: 




Your letter of March 10, 1061, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that' 
yoa will not infer in this connection either that we do or that < 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 

■: > 7 -i. £tig8! tfOOVfir 
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Enclosures 

Director's Speech 10-18-60 

The Communists Are After Our Minds 

Communist Party, USA 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles 
.Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front v/ould be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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Enclosures 

V/hat you can to to Fight Communism 

17th National Convention CP, USA & 3-60 LEB Intro. 

Communist Target— Youth 

Cne Nation's Response to Communism 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of the correspondent. He signs 
himself a member of the . Johnj Birch Society but does not ask our 
opinion of it. The John Birch Society was founded by R oberTvvelch 
in Belmont, Massachusetts. It is allegedly an anticommunist ~ 
organization. ¥,e have conducted an inquiry concerning it. 




JERRE L. NOLAND, Ph D 
A 4018 Brownlee Road 
<3 Louisville 7, Ky. 




TW 6-6923 



March 10, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 



I would appreciate receiving information regarding the John slrch Society 
with headquarters in Belmont, Massachusetts. 

The members whom I have met appear to be serious minded, dedicated 
American citizens who are united in the common cause of fighting Communism. 
On the other hand, some recent publicity (Louisville Courier Journal, 
February 19, 1961; Time Magazine, March 10, 1961) has been so critical of 
the society that the question has arisen whether membership in this group is 
consistent with good citizenship. 

I am a civil service employee of the Veterans Administration and an 
officer in the United States Army Reserve, so that your opinion of this organ- 
ization will be valuable to me and to my friends who may find themselves in 
a similar situation. 



Very sincerely yours, 




Chief, Medical Researctf^Eaboratory 
Veterans Administration Hospital 
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March 21, 1961 
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, " Glendive, Montana 
Dear Mr. 
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Your letter of March 13, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted yon to write is 
appreciated. 



Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 3 

J. Edgar Ktoovec 



A- 
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Enclosures (5) 

iiOJpan Do To Fight. Communism 
Beat Communism 
Irector's Speech of 10-18-60 
qdtfka from "Christianity Today" 
pHSlft&aoirs Response to Communism 

see NOTE next pagegT^>^' 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable -with correspondent. 
Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, lias criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 



- 2 - 



b7C 

~* Glendive, Montana 
March 13, 1961 



Fedeval Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sir: 

I would like some information concerning the John JB lrch Society 
and here is what I want to know: Is this organization against*" 
Communism or is it supporting Communism? Is this society worth having 
contact with? 

I would appreciate literature and advise concerning this 
organization. I would like to know also what I can do as a citizen of 
United States of America to help combat the spread of Communism in our 
nation. 

I would appreciate to hear from the P.B.I, as soon as possible. 
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March 21, 1961 



Mrs. 



Camarillo, California 
Dear Mrs. 
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GO 




Your letter postmarked March 11, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 

or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret 

that I am unable to help you and hope you will not infer in this ~ r > 
connection either that we do or that we do not have data in our files .ri 
relating to the subject of your inquiry. , 

I regret to advise that, as a matter of policy, I am 
unable to recommend any organizations to you. I hope you will 
understand my position in this respect. Enclosed is some literature 
dealing with the general subject of communism which may be of 
interest. 



o 
o 



CO 




Sincerely yours, 



Tolsoh -L. 
Parsons . 



Enclosures (5) 

-^i»^60 LEB Introduction A' 17th] National Convention 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Christianity Today Series / 
/ Expose of Soviet Espionage O^/'-o^ 
Communist Target— Youth \rf( l 
S£l RWE:jab /, ; -\<gZZzr 1 

Teie.^ f£ y I s_A-& NOTE NEXT PAGE 




Mohr , 

Bs.i.''o \t 
CwJlahan 
Conrad „ 
DeLoach 

Evans 

Malone 
Rosen 
Tavel 
Trotter 



n / 



Inqram 
Gandy 
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NOTE: No record could be located in Buttles identifiable with 
correspondent. Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, 
an allegedly anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a group hnv/w 
tSrmteg the appearance of a communist'front%ould be effective in ' 
attracting true subversives. 
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Camarillo, Cal. b7c 
March 10, 1961. 



F.B.L 

Washington D. C. 
Gentlemen: 

I have been read^g very controversial 
opinions in regard to "The Joh^Birch Society . Tt 

Will you please send me the opinion of the 
F. B. I. as £ar as its being a Patriotic Organization is 
concerned. 



American. 



Please suggest other groups which are 



Thank You - 



:va 



, . — 

.... J 



f ic t 



/s/ Mrs. 
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March 17, 1661 



Mr. 



Washburn, North Dakota 



be 
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Dear Mr. 



Your letter dated March 10, 1961, has been- 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that X am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

ifoclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 




I Enclosures (3) 
(listed next .page),, 
DCL:efr*l3) 



□ 




see NOTE next page 
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Enclosures 

Communist Party, USA 

The Communists Are After Our Minds 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent, 
flobert V/elch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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Washburn, North Dakota 
March lu, 1961 

J. Ed^ar Hoover 

federal Bureau of T nv<=>stip:**tion 

tv ashinR:ton, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

Ihe purpose of this letter is to ask the opinion of 

O 

your organization about the John Bir oh Socie ty Do you 
consider membership in the society an effective means of 
doing something to oppose communism? Is it a good, patiotic 
American group which warrants the support of patriots who 
want to keep America American? 

I feel that I must do what I can to promote a rebirth 
of patriotism in our country* I am a school teacher by 
nrofes-ion-' tryinp: to do what is right. If the above group 
is not one solution, ^hqt should one do? 

I shall sincerely appreciate your answers to the above 
Questions . 
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OPTtON>J FORM NO. 10 



r UNITED STATES Gi 



RNMENT 



# 

Memorandum 



TO 




DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, CINCINNATI (100-13536) 



date: 

I., 



3/21/61 



SUBJECT 



I 



THE JOHITBIRCH SOCIETY 
BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS 
INFORMATION CONCERNING; 

ROBERT H. WELCH, JR. 
INTERNAL SECURITY 



— 0 



The following information is submitted for the 
Bureau 1 s information in accordance with SAC letters 59-13 and 
60-5: _ 

_A 



b6 

b7C 

b7D 



On 1/13/61, Mr. 



(Protect ^Identity 



requested), Jewish ComDmnitT^Go^K^TT 184 Salem Avenue. Dayton > 
furnished the following information to SA| 



The Jewish Communist Council, at Dayton, has received 
information that The John Birch Society of Boston, Massachusetts, 
presently has several members in the Dayton, Ohio, area whose 
identities are unknown. 



Mr. 



described The John Birch Society as an 
organization which purports to fight Communism* He said, 
however, that he has learned that a speaker of this Society 
has stated at a meeting that "We will have to give up some of 
our democratic processes to achieve our aims". This organization 
has, in the past, called President EISENHOWER a Communist. 



be 

b7C 
b7D 



A local source of Mr. 



has advised him that there 



are two known members of this So ciety in Dayton .whose identities 



were not disclosed. Mr. 



said that this organization is 



basically composed of Catholics; that it is an extreme right-wing /(^ 

J roup;, and that although it is not a violent typ e of or ganization T 
t definitely has "anti-Semitic overtones". Mr.L^I further 



Vadvised that a source in Boston, Massachusetts, has advised 
Mthe Anti-Defamation League that this group is definitely anti- 
Semitic and has the backing of considerable wealth. 
-C- 

(2/- Bureau (RM) 
1 - Cincinnati 




X. {£/ r m t mm m i 




15 MAR 23 1961 



CI 100-13536 



0 



According to Mr. 



JOHN BIRCH was an individual 



killed by the Communists in China. The John Birch Society is 
supposedly backed by a candy manufacturer by the name of WELCH. 



Mr. I 1 said that his organization, which is 
affiliated with the Anti-Defamation League, is definitely 
interested in this organization in view of the allegations 
of anti-Semetism. He said that his organization has a source 
of information at Dayton, Ohio, which is furnishing information 
concerning the Dayton "cell" of The Jo hn Birch Socie ty. He 



bb 

b7C 

b7D 



said that the source is concerned with 



since it 



is conceivable that this organization may, at some subsequent \ 
date, be cited by the United S tates A ttorney General pursuant \ 



to Executive Order 10450. Mr. 



stated that if the Bureau 



desired further information concerning the Dayton activities 
of this group, he would be glad to identify his source and 
make arrangements for contact. 



On 3/10/61, Mr. 



advised that he has ascertained 



that the John Birch Society a t Dayton is composed of 15 to 24 
people, exact number unknown.l 



at Dayton. He said 
society i s active bn th e campus of the University of 



] 



to Mr. 



being one 
that the 

Dayton, and that a_ 

with this group. According _________ 

this group has a merabershijj fee of $12.00 for women and $24.00 
for men. He said that he Rnows of no militant activity planned 
by them, but that he anticipates they will be active in writing 
letters to editors of lo cal new spapers which will reflect the 



at the univ ersity is associated 
] source of information, 
fc 



be 

b7C 
b7D 



views of the group. Mr. 



said that he feels that the 



local group will oppose any efforts to abolish the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities and take other action 
along the same line. 



Mr. 



stated that if he should receive any 



further pertinent information concerning The John Birch 
Society or its founder, ROBERT H. WELCH, JR., he would advise 
the Dayton RA. 



- 2 - 



CI 100-13536 

In accordance with mentioned SAC letters, the 
Cincinnati Division is conducting no investigation 
concerning this matter, and will promptly advise the B ureau £6 
in the event further information is volunteered by Mr. | | 
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March 22, 1961 



Mr. 

222 82nd Street 

Newport Beach, California 



be 
b 7 C 



Dear Mr. 



Your letter postmarked March It, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 




Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 



- j. 




m v 



Tolsort _ 
Parsons . 



ft; *£! 



Conrad 
DeLoach. 
Evans 



^fc&Elosures (5) 
— (listed next page) 



Tela. Room 

Ingram 

Gaudy 



Ma J one J 

/RWEiefr* ^ ^ 



u 



MAIL RO< 




TYPE UNIT I 



see Note next page 
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Enclosures 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

How To Beat Communism 

Director's Speech 10-18-60 

Bed Goals and Christian Ideals 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent, 
ftobert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Achninistration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. Bureau material has 
been made available to Dr. Frederick C. Schwarz and others 
affiliated with the Christian Anti-Communism Crusade. Sullivan 
to Belmont memo of 9-22-60 indicates that when a representative 
of the Bureau spoke before the Dallas Freedom Forum in September 
(which sponsored a school on communism at that time directed by 
Dr. Schwarz,) the Agent commented that Schwarz made several 
"pitches" for articles in a book he had written on communism and 
his publications were displayed. Neither he nor his organization 
has been investigated by the Bureau. At the present time, we are 
discouraging the distribution of material to this organization and 
those affiliated with it. 



-2 - 



* 



TRUE COPY 



NEWPORT BEACH 
CALIFORNIA 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
UNITED STATES DEPT. OF JUSTICE 
J. EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR 

SIRS: 

I WOULD APPRECIATE THE OPINION OF YOUR OFFICE ON THE 
FOLLOWING: 

THE CHRISTIAN ANTI-COMMUNIST CRUSADE 
TH E JOHTTBIRCH SOCIETY. 

VERY TRULY YOURS , 



is/ 




UPITFO STAM Of 1 JUST)(?£ 

^"0)6^ fooi/qri, bimrrog. 
Sits; 

OF ^OOlL 010 "W 

The ophn) Siim^ Socier^. 




1 



\ 



RBC-9 62-104401 -$73 



1 - Mr. Parsons | 

1 - Mr. Belmont 

1 - Liaison 

1 - Mr. Baumgardner 

1 - Mr. Kleinlcauf 



o 



Tolson „ 

Wohr 

Parsons „ 
Beitnont _ 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach . 

Malone 

McGuire „ 
Rosen 
Trotter _ 
Evans 



Date i Xarcb 21, 1961 

TO: Office of Security 

Department of State 

From! John Edgar Hoover, Director 

Subjects JOHK BIRCH SOCIETY 

IKFOKJtATIOK CONCERHISG 

(IKTERKAL SECURITY) 



Reference is made to your letter dated Xarch 13, 
1961, which a mot nf n latter to the Secretary of 

State frost] [dated February 27, 

1961, and which requested information concerning the 
John Birch Society (JBS). 

Our files disclose that the JBS was organitfe<&; 
in Indianapolis, Indiana, in December, 1956, by Uobelrt m 
Welch, Jr,» a candy manufacturer of Belmont, HaesaehUeetts, 
in order to further Welch* 8 an ti communist campaign... I1& 
was incorporated on December 23, 1953, as a nonprofit c . 
business organization under the laws of the State -of 
Massachusetts, the aims and purposes of the organisation » 
were listed as to promote civic interest in national^ ant£ 
international affairs by an educational program and xhe^ 
collection and dissemination of literature for educational 
purposes, Welch has characterised the long-range objective 
of the JBS as "less government, more responsibility and a 
better world,' 1 

•-\ In an article "The Wrong Way to Fight Reds* by 
Jack Xabley in the January 30, 1961, issue of the "Chicago 
ffl&ly Hew*>* a Chicago, Illinois, daily newspaper, Mablsy 
colgmemts on* Welch and the Society. Xabley states Welch, 



2 - Le« Angers {Enclosures - 2) (See note on jpage three) 

\ ' ■ 

RJR:mar_ 

(ID v 




W.C- Sullivan 
Tele* Room „ 

Gand 




NOTE ON YELLOW. PAGE FOUR 




if 



Office of Security 
tiqpartrtont of state 




by stating ... _ „ v«» w. j.« wJimu^ to * tiu 

enough; the country needs the energy and interest of every 
citizen who will work to counteract communist ovil; but 
"the unbelievable irresponsibility espoused secretly by 
Welch can bring only scorn and bom to real pnti-Corisiunist 
worS:. tt 

tfclch authored a book entitled "She Politician," 
which ho did not have published but bad a United nuiibor of 
copxes printed, which ho sent to friends who he believed 
would be interested in its contents . /; review of this 
book disclosed it was a vicious attack on the political 
beliefs of fomer President Eisenhower cud, by innuendo, 
alluded to President Eisenhower as being procoroainist. 

t Uoleh also publishes a nagazinc "/norican Opinion," 

much was incorporated- January 13, 1956, under the laws of the 
fatcrep of ilassachusetts, and which ho also uses an outlet 

of 

!iS 




of /.icviews" written by ilcvilo 1>. Oliver, a professor at the 
University of Illinois, ibis article contained allegations 
that between 70 and 8o per cent of the responsible officers 
in xtic iicpartnont of Health, Education nnd Welfare (JKU , 7) 
pro nc-tbers or accomplices of the coirranist conspiracy."' 
rnxs appears to bo a follow-up of a speech >:adc by Oliver in 
^ ??' * 959, , a 'V rfucil no allegedly stated that one third 
oi the top ecnclon of the co* ironist conspirators in this 
£?V? t a T f xc and stated his sourco was lioraort 



LOW 
it 



— — — "•'-y" ^ LLii-u, w«r ixies aisciosi 

never famished such infomation to the £31. 
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Office of security 
AX-prrtnent of t.totc 



'litis Knrorw Lrs not received cuiy information 
which would indicate that the cctivities of Welch or the 
JBS cone within the investigative jurisdiction of the 

1 - Director 

Centre 1 intelligence /jency 

.Attentions Deputy director, Plans 



.A.TTlNTIOHt SAC. LOS ANGELES 

attached is a copy of the letter from the Department 
of State dated 3/13/61 and a copy of the letter of 

to the Secretary of State dated 

2/27/61. 



mss 



r __ _ indicates in her letter that she has 

additional information to furnish. Inasmuch as the Bureau 
was not provide d a copy of the State Department's reply to 
Iliss l I letter, you are instructed to have an agent 

immediately interview her, providing the files of your office 
do not contain information which would preclude such an 
interview, and advise her that our contact with her has been 
prompted by the referral of her letter to the FBI. Sxplain 
the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI in the 
internal security field to her and that we are interested in 
any information she may have in this regard. Follow the 
instructions outlined in SAC Letters 59-13 (F) dated 3/10/59 
and 60-5 (C) dated 1/26/60 pertaining to this organization. 
Immediately furnish the results of this contact to the Bureau. 

Bureau indices contain no idejilifiahle subversive 
derogatory information concerning Hiss l 1 Bufiles 

indicate the .American .Association for the United Nations, Inc., 
(100-377086), is not an organ of the United Nations, but is 
an association formed to carry on educational activities to 
the end that the United States may cooperate to the fullest 
extent practicable in official international organizations 
functioning in the various fields of international cooperation. 
The FBI has never investigated the American Association for the 
United Nations, Inc. 



Office of Security 
Department of State 

bo 
b7C 

NOTE 01? YELLOW : 

The field has been instructed in SAC Letters 59-13 (F) 
and 60-5 (C) to keep the Bureau advised concerning the JBS and 
that the Bureau is particularly interested in any efforts by 
subvens±tLe elements to take over or use JBS or its chapters. 
Miss | | letter to the Secretary of State on the letterhead 



of the American Association for the United Nations, Inc., 
Santa Barbara County Chapter, states that her information is 
probably beyond the scope of the FBI and that she would be 
willing to be interviewed by someone from CI/i or the State 
Department . 
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UNITED STATES 



4 

ERNMENT 



Memorandum 



m 1 



/ 



TO 



FROM 



Director, FBI 



AC, Norfolk (105-New) 



date: 



3/2 3/61 




0 

subject: THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 

INFORMATION CONCERNING ( INTERNAL SECURITY) 



On 3/9/61, Mrs. 



^ The Book Nook, 

116 College Place, ' Norfolk, Virginia,! advised that The John 
Birch Foundation or Society had recently held a meeting in 
a room at the Lafayette Yacht Club, Norfolk. She stated the 
object of the meeting was to form a tfhapter of the John Birch 
Society in Norfolk and the object of the John Birch Society 
is to fight communism. 

She stated that the annual dues are $24.00 for men 
and &12.00 for women and that a life membership can be obtained 
for $1,000,00. 



be 

b7C 



Mrs. | J stated that a young man whose name she 

does not know but who was allegedly from Richmond, Virginia, 
showed a film regarding the life of JOHN BIRCH at the meeting 
held in Norfolk. She stated that she got the impression that 
a chapter of fth e JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY had been organized in 



Richmond. Mrs.- 1 
present and thai 



•cms 



stated that literature was sold to those 
included the following: 



(1) The Life of John Birch, by ROBERT H. W. WELCH, JR. 

(2) American Opinion, Volumn II, Number I, January 1959 , 

This contains bibliographies of various books regard^-—'-- 
ing communism and reflects that it is intended primarily f mr L 
reference purposes. {\ 



2 - Bureau (RM) 

1 - Richmond (lnfo)(RM) 

1 - Norfolk 



MES:scl 



1 y * 



62MAR30196\: 
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NF 105 -New 

(3) The Blue Book of the John Birch Society, Third Printing 
Copyright 1959 by ROBERT WELCH. 

This book reflects that The John Birch Society was 
founded in Indianapolis on 12/9/58. As of the first anniversary 
date, it had working chapters in New Hampshire, Massachusetts, 
Connecticut, New York, Virginia, South Carolina, Florida, 
Tennessee, Michigan, Illinois, Wisconsin, Ioira, Louisiana, Texas, 
California, and Washington. 



Mrs. 



Jd6 
1 r 

stated that the local people in Norfolk who 



seemed to be the leaders in attempting to form a chapter of 
The John Birch Society in Norfolk were WILLIAM McKENDREE, PRANK 
R. FORD, and Mrs. J. ADDISON HAG AN. She stated that she under- 
stood that Mrs.t HAGAN is a liifebime member of The Jolin Bircii 
Society. / 

The Norfolk files reflect that WILLIAM rrHWcKENDREE resides 
at 9443 Willow Terrace, Norfolk; that he is owner of the WILLIAM 
I. McKENDREE COMPANY (duplicating machines), 245 W. Bute Street, 
Norfolk; and has been an active member of the Defenders of State 
Sovereignty and Individual Liberties (DSSIL). 

On 11/19/55, WILLIAM McKENDREE advised SA HARRY L. MCCARTHY 
of this office that he was a member of the DSSIL and that this 
group was very anti-communist in its nature and objectives. He 
stated that he personally had given some public talks against 
communism. 

The Norfolk Ledger Dispatch Newspaper, on contained 
an article entitled "Defenders Pile 3 Candidates For House". 
This article reflects that three DSSIL-backed candidates announced 
on 4/11/59 they will seek election to the House of Delegates. 
One of those named was W. I. McKENDREE. The newspaper identified 
McKENDREE as one of the founders of the Norfolk Chapter of the 
DSSIL and the Tidewater Educational Foundation, Inc. 
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NF 105-New 



An article appearing in the Norfolk Virginian- 
Pilot Newspaper of H/ll/57 reflected that two Norfolk men 
had been elected to posts in the State organization of the 
DSSIL. The article further reflected that PRANK R. FORD. 
Norfolk jeweler, had been named a State Vice-President. " The 
article also reflected that both FORD and HAGAN were members 
of the Board, of thfe Norfolk Chapter of the organization. I 

The Norflolk files reflect that "JOSEPH ADDISON// HAGAN 
resides at 524 Warren Crescent, Norfolk; that he is the?' owner 
of Hagan Sales Company, 820 W. 21st Street, Norfolk (manu- 
facturer's representative). J 

A mimeographed leaflet carrying trfe hea'ding "Defenders 
of State Sovereignty and Individual Liberties, Norfolk Chapter", 
reflected that a meeting of this group was to be held on 10/18/60. 
This leaflet was signed: Defenders of State Sovereignty, 
J. Addison Hagan, President, Norfolk Chapter. 

J. ADDISON HAGAN is also carried as the victim in 
Norfolk File 9-256; Bufile 9-34513. 

No investigation is being conducted concerning The 
John Birch Society, UACBj hoirever, any additional information 
received regarding this organization will be promptly furnished ' 
to the Bureau. < f° 

I Jo / C 

since Mrs 



I nfonaaffi on copy of this letter being sent Richmond ' 
. | | reported a man from Richmond was in attendance 
t -cjb Norfolk meeting of entitled organization. ( 



\ i 
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March 16, 1961 



Mr J 

Post Office; Bos 

Santa Barbara, California 

Dear Mr. 



b6 
b7C 



Your letter of March 6, 1061, with enclosure, has 
been received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

; Although I would like to bo of service, the FBI is an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does 
not malic evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I hope you 
will not infer In this connection either that we do or that we do not 
haves data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. I 
regret that I am unable to comment on the situation which you ? 
described in your communication, - " 

Enclosed is some material dealing with the general 
^subject of communism which may be of interest. 



CO 
{ — : 



<=r> 



Sincerely yours, 



V 



Enclosures (5) 



Tolson 
Parson; 



Ttfohr. . C 
Viiefmoni 



gmont . 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 
DeLoach 
Evans 



V/ 



Gandy 



3-60 LEB Introduction & 17th NationairConvention 
Director's speech lO-lS-i-60' ■ > ' 

Communist Target- -Youth 

- Expose of Soviet Espionage 

- / Series from "Christianity Today" 
■/' * . '/ 

- (See NOTE next page) r:- v.tfZv 
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Mai one 

Rosen^ 

Tavel !l 

Tracer „j ■. 

Tele, ifoom — 
Ingram 




Mr. 
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NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. Enclosure was a newspaper article from an 
unidentified newspaper concerning the fact that special leaflets 
issued by the John Birch Society had been ordered by the California 
Association of School Administrators. 

The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization; however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the 
Society might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract 
true subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch 
criticized the president to the point of calling him a dupe of the 
communists. 
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P,O.Box| 

Santa Barbara / Calif. 
March 6, 1961 



he 

hlC 



Mr. J.Edgar Hoover. Director, 
Federal Bureau of investigation, 
Justice Department, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. hoover: 

I am taking the liberty of sending you the enclosed 
clipping,, taken from the Hews Press of Santa Barbara a few 
days ago. My purpose in sending it may need some clarifica- 
tion. 

About two weeks ago, the News Press started a campaign 
CP 

of attack on the Jo hn Birch Soci ety here in Santa Barbara, and 
have followed it up with daily pounding ere r since. The gist of,,;.' 
the attack consisted of claims that this Society was a menace to // 
the community, a security risk, and that it was doubtless sul?- - ^ 
versive. The only reasons given for the attack was that their ^ */* 
leader Mr. Welch had said some things uncomplimentary regarding* 
Fp# Eisenhower. Although the memhers here are not in accord wit> *>V; 
Mr. Welch's statements, still the News Press holds them respon-' = ; ' 
sible for the statements. Regardless of the wisdom of such attacks, 
the reason for my enclosure of the clipping is that, in view of^^-^ 
the fact that the whole status of the ffohn Birch iociety is co ^/_ 
trovers&al, with no evidence that these attacks are justified, it 
would seem to me that the act of sending 3000 copies of these leaf 4 • 
to the California Association of School Administrators for distrl-Q 



."bution throughout the schools is setting a dengerous precedent of 



unfair propaganda in a Yashi^n™wh^-cn fc §«wld ^e ^prohibited 'by some ?§ 



enforcement agency, eitfffer Trtate or federal. Am I right? 



b6 
v b7C 



Very truly yours) ^vj 

b7C 



o 
u 
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^ecia!' Leaflets 
With John Birch 
Articles Go Fast 

Of an initial printing of 5,000 
leaflets containing recent 
News-Press articles and edi- 
torials about the John Birch 
Society, less than 500 were; 
unordered at noon today. 

Public interest in the leaf- 
lets has been such that even 
with only word-of-mouth pub- 
licity, the special printing was 
practically gon e today. 
iDmToftfte largest ordS?&- 
•r 3,000 leaflets— came from 
:e California Association of 
hool Administrators, whicli 
plans to distribute them to all) ] 
administrators of elementary 
fcondary and junior college] 
[stricts in the state. ] 
fts^iNews-i^ress nas re- 
ceived hundreds of letters and 
telephone calls commenting on 
its recent articles and editori- 
als about the society. It has 
also received hundreds of re- 
quests for clippings of the pub- 
lished material. 

The 5,000 leaflets were print- 
ed because of that demand. 
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I,2arch 21, 1981 



Mrs. Cyril F. Wray 
43U South Knight Avenue 

Park Ridge, Illinois - — - 

Dear Mrs. Wray: - - ^W-^^' 

I have received your letter of 2.2arch 9, with enclosure, 
and appreciate the concern which prompted your communication. 

Although I would like to be of service to you, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 
or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret 
that I am unable to help you and hope that you will not infer in thic 
connection either that we do or that we do not have data in our iileu 
relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the general 
subject of communism which you may find of value. ^ 

" l !&itfce¥ety yours, 

, — \ U(teT- 

..I .» ?itrv W VN\.»*. 



'EiC 



V 




/ 



Q 



Tolson . 
Parsons 
Mohr 

xCallahan 

Conrad 

DeLoach. 
Evans 



JL 



KJ 



Ma lone 

Rosen a 

Tayet^ ^ L 

Trover JL 

W.C/SJilvanAL. 
Tele*, rioom 



Enclosures (4) 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target— Youth % 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Series from Christianity Today UUk/ 
NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with Mrs. Cyril (Alouise) F. Wray 
Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an alleged anticommunist 
organization, has bitterly criticized former President Eisenhower and his 
Administration in thepast. 




(see next page) 
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Letter to Mrs. Cyril F. Wray: 3-21-61 
NOTE continued: 

He once stated he felt a group having the appearance of a communist front 
would be effective in attracting true subversives. The newspaper clipping 
of Jack Mabley's column which she enclosed has been brought to the 
Bureau's attention in the past. 



- 2 - 




Enclosed is a copy of Jack Mabley 1 s column of Jan. 30th which appeared 
in the Chicago Daily Newspaper. 

After reading that article I was horrified to note that the John^Sr ch 
Society was giving a program sponsored by the American Legion in 
Park Ridge. 

I called my local F. B. I. office to ask if this was considered a Communist 
Front Organization and was told that they could reveal no information 
but I would have to write to the Attorney General's office. 

»In the first place my letter would probably get no further than the desk of 
some clerk in the office and the John Birch Society could be giving 50 talks 
while I was still finding out whether they were considered subversive. 

I feel that if we are to fight communism we must be able to recognize it 
Whatever its form and where can we get information on it if not the F. B. I. ? 

As a private citizen I would like to do my part to defeat communism but I 
can't write to the. Attorney General every time I want information so please 
tell me a quicker and more efficient method. 

Since rel\ 



/ s/( Mrs. C. F. ) Alouise)wray ' 

" 430:sria^ight_Ave.^ 
Park Rid ge, Illinois 

P.S. A similar article appears in the March 10th issue of Time. 
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J^if eft $dei6*^ 

.... lea^'a^ 

'agd; ciyife .organizatipn'sV -tp/rer 
;■c^lit^embe^8;^;^; , ' , \ ' 

^Cbme^ 'join- nis: in- the <figh£ 
agaibst '0oimmdm3ts^ ,, -members 
* plead; * . . 
' '. IhasTiiucTi as . 

centof'jiS' are 
:anti r -Cpmmu-, 
ni:s£' v .; stfre.y 

something . % J& 




. ' .-But. the' ci 

. citizens'" asks,, 'isytids: t^hest 
\ way ta -fight • communist? 'What 
/V >the~^ J 1 

. Since} f 1 am asked^i? Voft^i s 
because 1 ^rrpfe ;twb: ioinmnsj k 

' "what .kkaow'.a&jut the society, : 

Group $oun#e&\ % . . 

, — It, Vas< ibunded m ladian- 
:.apdhs-ih. *95£ V^^nja' of 
! Busnie^jmai led by -Knftht 
- ; VVelch/ a/iormeir candy mauu- 
.fa&tuner .of ."Bos!pn.\ , 4 ( , 
; ^ ^eichj> fcy, his .oyra' 
; ^ r > lyprds^ isj the -absolute b6ss > 
of' the socie^; '^ich; 

• ^ H&gt^ r <5&|^' ;* 

V »\ nese \Reds* V .'• ' ••, • .. ; ' •■ • 




, : ^at ; <^t r ;dyn^ip:; '$$$0 says 
M^fiilcn^ and' ."he "3ir > * •' ' 



^culated J oaly among; thVtdp, 
trusted, JeaderV of <the< John 
^ iif^Sdciety : . 

. . ity'iS: ^ impossible for, an ; 
' ordinary rnember to" see a cppy 
i " „ .of- the book; or. even. ;get ac^ 
X ' 'inoVi!'Kdgme^f^":tiai^;^ -exista 
, i naye ;reajd jit, and -wiU vouch 
* t 'that" it •exists.,; ^ ~ 

,4 -V.He. says. :(hat. John poster 
- x i?uUes' and' his brother;. 'AHepv 
- 4 "head of" the- Gen^a^MtelUgenc^; 

Warren' vs^'&ri^!^^D&:s&Cr m 
1 retary Neil McEkoy - and ^ most 
' ,6f the Readers of the' Eisenhower 
. admmistiatioh/aieVpr were part 
»' ■ ' of a'Gommumst: conspiracy to 
. % ■ take over this: nation..'.. ' . 
. - • K • • s ' 4 * ■* 

Fro^ the BopkS ' 

/ v This -is- from ;Wel6h^ book: 
r . ' *Whilfe" i/tpp thiQk; that Mii- 
tpniiserihower is. a, Cbmmuoisty 
^nd has; been i orSfr years; :this 
opinion/ is based largely pnj 
^ general *cu:cumstatices', of his- 
conduct^ 

of tB re Cbmmnmst cvr^ 
spiracy hased on; an ac-/ ' 
.cumulatfqn; of d e t a i le d v 
- evidence s6 extensive and / 

. > ti ?pu{: this cpnyi4tiQii ^c- ?{ 
> yondf -an> .iVas p n isfl?; 

^ - Be -siys, pr^ 

v ^ I. there is phiy dhe ppssibfe; 
\ svblid- fflVfi escribe- his^p^pfl'se^ 
• './.arid: .^nsi.;'^t; s 
^^•V^sM" v; V >- Jy. 

.sK ■* ? "' ■ v : " •■ 

i>r3r 




: ink. energy interest' pj- 

| '^v^Ut . : the . : ;udtejie>able :: ifre^ 
S • spp'nsibjiity ;§sp ppsed 1 ^ecf jetty, 'b^; 
|:^elch' : cah!' ;b^|n.gj only scorn 

J'mtir}is't work- ' v ' ^ 
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March 22, 1961 



Miss 



NashvIDTe 4, Tennessee 



be 

b7C 



Dear Miss 



I have received your letter of March 10 and appreciate 
the concern which prompted your communication. 

Although I would like to be of service to you, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, aasuch, 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 
or integrity of any organization, publication or individual, i re^et 
that I am unable to help you and hope that you will not i$er in^s 
connection either that we do or that we do not have datatfu oufiilesj' 
relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with th§ general 
subject of communism which you may find of value. ^ 




Sincerely yours, 

l Edgar. H«s« 



Enclosures (4) 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target— Youth 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
juries from Christianity Today 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with 
^ , % n (see NOTE next pagej) 
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Letter to Miss 



* 



be 

b7C 



3-21-61 



NOTE continued: 

Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an alleged anticommunist 
organization, has bitterly criticized former President Eisenhower and his 
Administration in the past. He once stated he felt a group having the 
appearance of a communist front would be effective in attracting true 
subversives. ■' 
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^Nashville k, Tennessee 
March 10, 1961 



Hon, J* Edgar Hoover, Director 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. G. 

Dear Sir: 




For several years I have been deeply concerned with the growing menace 
1 of the Communist cnnspiracy both in America and abroad; sju several 
months ago I joined one of our local chapters of the JpfriOH -rv>h .^gnjai^r^ 
As I have studied communism rather extensively, I did not go into this 
movement in complete ignorance or without some investigation on xqy own, 
Some of the local leaders were known to me through work in other / £ 

conservative groupsj and some of the national leaders, including Mr. Welch,V^^ - 
were known to me by reputation* Having read the Society T s literature <>&^ 
and' having seen its films, I was convinced that this was the first 
citizens 1 organization which really showed much promise of being able 
to work effectively against the communistic onspiracy. - * 

Apparently, the Society is befgEnning to hurt the tfomraunists considering 
the proportions of the current smear campaign going on in the liberal 
press. Of course, all members are warned that this may occur; and when 
our morning paper (not noted for accuracy in reporting or argr great 
antipathy to communists - only anti-communists) began a rather vitriolic 
campaign against us, I was not too disturbed. A rather alarming situation 
has been brought to my attention, however, which does concern me very 
muchj and that is the statement in the March 10 issue of TIME MAGAZINE 
to the effect that John Birch members in Nashville, Tennessee, have 
launched a telephone campaign to tell people that their neighbors are 
communists! I believe this statement to be completely false as the first 
indication I, or any other member so far as I have been able to determine 
had of this was a statement in The Nashville Tennessean that such a thing 
would be despicable (which it certainly would ; . Shortly after that, the 
statement in TIME appeared. (It is iny understanding that TIME f s Nashville 
correspondent is connected with The Nashville Tennessean and that is 
probably where the story originated.) I am completely sure that if such 
an act were ever committed by a member of the John Birch Society in any 
chapter, that person would be put out of the Society immediately, and 
this smear campaign has not lessened my faith in either the Society or 
its leaders. For my own protection however, considering the lengths to 
which the other side will go. J ^wpuld like to k n ow now i f there is any: 

to belong to the John Birch Society. Unaer no circumstances„j^^d^I»w^ 

to do anything that miglrb" nullify little effectiveness I might ever 

have in the fight against communism. If you can answer this n ^uq-^y g <|g ig$j 
shall be deeplv Bi gratefTpQ,^ <v "* 



V 



V 



God bless you and all the dedicated men and women who make up the F.B.I. 



• - — -> 






March 21, 1961 



Mr. 



Portsmouth, New Hampshire 
Dear Mr. 



bo 
b7C 



Your letter of March 12, 1961, has been 
received, and your interest in writing is indeed appreciated. 

Uhile 1 would like to be of assistance with regard 
to your inquiry, the FBI, as strictly an investigative agency of 
the Federal Government, does not furnish evaluations or 
comments relative to the character or integrity of any individual, 
organization or publication. I hope you will not infer in this 
connection either that our files do or do not contain data regarding 
the group you mentioned. I am enclosing some information on :■:> . 
the general subject of communism which may be of interest to you,- 
including a copy of a list of organizations which have been cited 
by the Attorney General pursuant to Executive Order 10450. : 

Sincerely yours, 

X Cdgar H6BR9 




Tolson _ 
Parsons . 
Mohr _ 



Belmont . 
Callahan . 

Conrad 

DeLoach- 
Evans 



Mai one . 

Rose. 



Tavel >_ 

Trotteri_- L 

W.C. S^i^an _>£L 

Tele. Room 

Ingram 

Gan< 



1 



Enclosures (5) 

(See next page for NOTE and ENCLOSURES. ) 
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Letter to Mr. 



b6 
b7C 



ENCLOSURES: 
Communist Target - Youth 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Menace: Red Goals and Christian Ideals 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Attorney General's Subversive List 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The John Birch 
Society, an allegedly anticommunist organization, was organized by 
Robert Welch. Welch has been critical of the Eisenhower Administration 
in the past. He once stated that he felt a group having an appearance 
of a communis!^ front could be effective in attracting true subversives. 
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Portsmouth, N. H. .hie 
12 March 61 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

JEhree of the activities of the "anti-communist" club 
called the John Birch Society are to brand past President Dwight 
Eisenhower and Milton Eisenhower communists and to impeach 
Supreme Court Justice Earl Warden. 

It is of great interest to me, and several of my 
friends who are considering joining this club, to know if the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation approves of this society. I do 
hope it is possible to label this club as either communist inspired 
or anti -communist. 




Would it also be possible to obtain the latest listings 
of organizations which for one reason or another have been 
declared subversive? 



Thank you for your time. 

Respectfully, 

/s/ 



be 

b7C 



REC- 



V 



* * • J 

it iVS 281081 




b6 
b7C 



/2 
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£ ?- -~/d 9 > * 7 - #/? March 1961 



Mrs. 



rviantiattan tseacn, California 1 7 c 



Dear Mrs. 



Your letter of March 7, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 
or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I 
regret that I am unable to help you and hope that you will not infer 
in this connection either that we do or that we do not have data in 
our files relating to the subjects of your inquiry. 

Enclo^edis some. material dealing with the general- % 
subject of communism wh\<?h May be of interest. ~ 

\ \M %>i 

".*■■"> _ est 

r v. ^.sincerely yours, 



J- 

xn 



IS 



4} / Closures (6) - - (V^ 

\ 'd'fi^ How to Fight Communism 

!/ Introduction March 1960 LEB and 17th National Convention CPUSA 



ft N Communist Party, USA 



Tolson , 

Parsons 

Mohr Communist Target - Youth 

Belmont 1£j1~ ,„ „ . 

caiiaha- — l_ (See next page for . Bu Note. ) A , / A 

Conrad ... * . * « * II" / I i 1 1 

DeLoach RWE:plt . . , O - ■ V ' V \ 



y- Expose of Soviet Espionage 



Evans . 
Malone . 



Ta^l_X * # J 

Tele* Room V ' ■„ 

Gandy M A ?PWG*h* TELETYPE UNIT □ ' ./ 



NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identical with correspondent. 
Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly anti- 
communist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower Administration 
bitterly in the p ast. He once stated he felt a group having the appearance 
of a communist front would be effective in attracting true subversives. 

The Cardinal Mindszenty Foundation has not been 
investigated by the Bureau and is to a certain extent affiliated with 
Dr. Schwarz and the Christian Anti-CommunismCrusade in that they 
have in the past utilized some of the literature of this group. 
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Manhattan Beach, Calif. *i 
March 7, 1961 



J. Edgar Hoover, 

Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Washington, District of Columbia, 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I am interested in joining an Anti -Communist 



group. 



Could you evaluate the John Birch Sdeiety, 
Cardinal Mindszenty Group and the organization in which 
Dr. Schwartz is active? 

A person has no way by which to properly judge 
these various groups. 

Sincerely, 



Mrs. 



b6 
b7C 




y 



if 



i,jt »- ■ • — —t c^'^^TD 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 



♦ 

Memoranda 



UNITED STATES GO\ 



* 




„ Belmont 
Callahan * 
V Conrad 

DeLoach 

Evans 



TO 



Mr. DeLoach 



date: 3-17-61 



from : Y) m 
subject: 



ell 





SOUTH PASADENA.HKmf'ORNIA 




■bo 
b7C 



A letter has been received from captioned individual in which 
he encloses a le tter he w rote to the Editor of independent Star-News" of 
Pasadena. Mr. | | letter to LeeJVI. Merriman is a lengthy report 

upholding Roberf^Welch and the^ghn^^ It would ap pear that the 

"Independent Stax^fewi^ has been criticsd!15^^ Mr. f R easons 

for writing the Director are to get the Director' s judgment regarding the 
character and worth of Mr. Welch and to ask if Mr. Hoover thinks^the sending 
of this letter would help the fight against communism. 



In the letter to Merriman 



states that copies have been 



forwarded to Mr. Welch and Mr. John Edgar Ho over and that he requested 
answers from each man. Since it is evident that | | is trying to draw 
the Director into a local controversary between the Pasadena paper and the 
John Birch Society, it is believed that a brief perfunctory letter should be 
forwarded. 

RE COMMENDATION: 



Lewis. 



(1) That the attached perfunctory letter be forwarded to 

v- .... 





Enclosure -^.au-c^j- f>*-&t~4>/ 



all i::-—— - 



SAWrjab^ 
(2) / 



3I IVIAR 23 1961 



jr 



• * 



/ ^ March 16, 1961 



£ X - lu J -.O / - PERSONAL 



t * « 



\ i 



MrJ 



Princeton, Kew Jersey 
Dear 



b6 
b7C 



Your letter of ?Jarch 3, 19G1, with enclosure, 
has been received, and the interest which prompted you^to 
write to me is indeed appreciated. 

I regret that I cannot help you in this instance 
because we do not have any information concerning the organi- 
zation in question for public dissemination. As you know, we 
very carefully avoid evaluating or drawing conclusions as to 
/ the character or integrity of any individual, organization or 
publication. I am not unmindful of the problems some anti- 
communist organizations create, but as your friend pointed 
put^-* Let us keep our balance in what we do. " 

? . <3 I am sorry I could not help to the extent you 

. wanted me to, but if I can be of service in some other way, 
.please do not hesitate to call on me. - * 



1*3 



Sincerely, ry{) 

]fn - 



v- 



he 

hlC 



V 



NOTE: Correspondent is on the Special Correspondents 1 List on a first 
name basi s.- Bufiles contain no derogatory information regarding 



and we* have had considerable prior cordial correspondence with 



Tolson 




Rosen 1 
Tave? 
Trotyl 

Tele. ! 

Inqram , 
Gandy . 



him._ The John Bnjch Society was organized by Robert Welch in December, 
<1958, at Indianapolis, Indiana. It is allegedly an anticommunist organization 
with branches in many parts of ^e^ountry. Welch was quite critical of 
former President Eisenhower and'his Administration. Welch has claimed 
that the organization might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to 
attract true subversives. Correspondent's enclosure was a page from the 
Santa Barbara News Press (California) issue of February 26, 1961, containing 
an editorial critical of the John Birch Society. 

~,i _ , , , ' 
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Princeton, N.J. 



March 8, 1961 



J # Edgar Hoover 
Director, EBI 
Washington, D.C. 



Dear Edgar: 



My friend. 
of 



I now a 

J California, has asked 



resident 

ae to make some inquiries regarding the John 
M^chS^iet^^He enclosed this tear sheeFTrom 
^^^^res^JebTV^Ty 26 (see columns 1 and 2.) 

Anything pertinent will be appreciated. 
The source will be kept confidential. 



Faithfn1.lv yours * 



Enc. 






The editor x and' publisher of the f 

. IsIewsrPress -is in hi*'8£th>: year;. His 
entire life has been spent ifr this- conV ' 
.munlty; His memory takes Hirri ;back 
^ny years, arid- fftis reaarhg.; 'even' 'v 

'further.; He Iryetf when- conditions - 
were. • ;cu0^;" ^h6rt."-l{ViSsf was West 

/and then w£re ,men^-He lived; during v 
periods. When, jf ;a- man or a" 5 roup of 
men, openly by Woftf of mputn,. or the: . 
prints word; ^li^'^ir^lcfeht, pur : ! . 
vice president, our isefcretary 'df stkie,. . 

.the president's- br£th^> 'members of 
the Supreme .Gga^: and Qther^ afc:the ' 

,head; of bur ^oyerhmehf, traitors; they 




wprq rh^de;. to- Answer ; ;Siuc¥ slanders, ^ 
' i often: cajfed. for :a visit f rolri a couW j 
•T ag^ous arid* i rate* g rbup, tyh i£h; ;j?^u§Hfc i 
. yith ''thent '^ parrel" of ;tar^ahdi i,few- 1 
feathers; .'$rid- such ■ instanced ;Were 
^artiGiij^Iy- 1 i'fcely; fa:- -bccu^ jKjtfne; ^ 
. slandered ' ea rnV from- .New !Eng lafidi/' * 
g He; lived .When. meh.W'ere^cpnsi^ 
cow^s ^hen. they- R fcj 4 £eUlto^*'*t^»i^ £ " 
word's s : k:ifisr ^ .v 
Identity through a nonyjmityj; , f . 

jt is .jp the light of rthisjbaefe ^ 
ground that " the= News-Press - ;tel Is 
where, it stands on the John . Birch 
Society; '• . \ ' H " v / . - 



2- <y 



Santa Barbara News Press 

California 

2/26/61 






e^ghten^ about Va. semi^^ci# .orgainzddqrL 

xa^editie^Jofc v ' ' 

. " We -believe ^ has; t ^performed a 
public sepi(^ 
W^. jj§^P^ .11 l^S- * ; : / ■ attrition- ipf.^ 

"vstutip^^ :the;^ci^ ; ■ 

' ,y ; /-First let there he ;no : c ^istake^aj]6Ut/J;h;is : :i ' Cprnmu^ 
:itfsm ;miist be opposed ^ ^agbtpusfe Jts.^ 
va&t areas; "Of: the worldi ,are. shocking; Syery 'Ameri-- 
\cW must/be -alert- . fdr^ R'eif ii^iitraripii;/ B^t /that : doe$ 
±0$ lead ^gi£^^^ fight €p&^ 

/^unisrii at home, we omiist thiow. democratic grih^iijifes^ 
:';^d f "methods into the. ashcair ahd4dopt r ffie-;tecM 
-"''of the Commumsts - themselves, h as- the Jofin Birch lead? 
ers 1 would;iiave us' do, ; T . 

pi' liate and: TrflMcatfon: lhat rthe jBed^. Society* is; 
waging' -against national ; leaders wHa deserve our- vie*! 



Beli eye : .; 

: ;ptafe democratic institutions 
, ; ac&ir be^enda^£ered as jhuch 
:by ■■\exfreiMstS; of: the .right 
: as v 'by .those: ,of the left; 



That , Democracy * can be / 
^enjflhfoiefl -only IhrDngti 
i^eil discnssiDiL o£issues 1 in. 
thevspirit of -the^-Cbnsiitution 

and fem- ^f/ Rights ^ ,that ^d coMiiiehce , ■ ■ ■ . 

-seferet .or ^em-secret po ; , ; ,^Wany<rae^ 

cal organizations: have no caQlV ioriiier Er^sideiit feisephower/ M a dedl^a^n^ 
■^ lac ^;^-' ^ ^ c iety. ' " - - ;stibus-:agent of the^ Qbijasumst .6a^i^^^oi^%^A 
Jaipur .democratic' instil- i^.^^ iehli^ 

tic'ian^ V; V 

,'' The NawfrPres^^ 
cratic structure pf'liie/ Society!. * i* > .. 



tipn>. a^'^ourid^;enougn,io 
$4^stahp^ 

;of- ■open\:ppfitical i . discussion fc 
/and examination -^ . 
logical ■■'beiiefs:''- ^ v ' > - 



The ,Ne^Eress! .c'oMenids. the tatties ^atifciy^ 
brought au'pnymptis telephone calls: v of ' d^ugci^m ioy, 
when" feai? H oi bbn^fetmk^ft , ; Sairta: Ba?barans in 
ieadsrto :irrekponsibfei un^ ; John- Birch Society' or^their Sympathizers^ . AM6ng:>ler" 
stibstantiaied ch .ar g^s of: -tims. of such :cowardly ^diitribes; have j&^^^^mA.^ 

leaders; mcluding f acuity ^members of^the- ■IJnlvfersity 
til California, at Santa Barbara, and eyemi^s f teiff-sif-tfie f ■ 
Gospel, ... ' L ." L . 

The i$e wk'PrV es s ' ■ condemns ,tlie press ur es oh - ly ealtliy: 
residentSi l whp_fear and Sbhor, Communishiy i; tp cprftrit)- 
s, not hy * lite Jmpney'td an org^zaUdn 

■-fdr^reasohs *yo.u will understand; ;ilier"e^caTi--'Sife -1x0.^0^" 
cot^i^g^fu^ds. ,j: ; ' ; ' ' \ - ■ 

^ Int the Bltie Bppfc, ^e' spc^ * 
i^aidvthat the organizatipn needed one^^m 
He also said! that^the h 4&?s^^e "what^yer itjie ; ' member % ■ 
wants- to make them^wife a : ±mimum^ 
for men,,ind ?12 for', women:" ' ' 1 .V" , : '\ 

; Gne .^ionm^ : 
and \yomen, wpuld ;J}rang;;him *;yeftr.. * 

;Qtute .a.sui^,;to.;piay ^ -k^miii^^'y: ; 

The News-Pfes^^halienges. menife,ei:s ;pf ►the., society | 
to cpnie Mo ihe -open : and/adiriit 4 ^ 
:enroliment. is m the hundreds: Vis claimed ~ "'" v ''" 



That democracy: suffers 



trea|6ri:';or>'evil: conriivance' 
■ against our politicali ; reli- 
gioiiSj idiicatipnal ■ ot 'cul- 
tural; deader s h t "■ y v ' 

" 'ThaMraitqrsvslidiild -be dealt 
with by the" 
vigilahte; groups; 

' .The Adoption of totalitairian 
prganizatipn- v or tactics '£6 
1 iigSt^he Communist danger, 
. ior ai ,to{aUiarianism Sloiir- 
islies, JBemocracy \dies;. 



^The spreadmgj^f slander-' 

I ■ous'.generali^es J /^with 

. basis _ %spedffc^ 
suspicion oi the !loyaity : or 
character of-Gitizens^'whoSe;*'. 
yiews diMer ' frpiri those, oi ^ 

% ;the majority, L _ 



[LET" -US KEEP OiJR ^BAlirp 
:\t i what ■we;'do f - tet; u^j 
|nbt-, :in the' intensity !■ -jbf, -our^ J 
; cphyiGiiiOns, - nullify &e/'iightsj 
jiOf- others ;ti> 3ipld L and voice' 
1 their/owri beliefsV ^ 




fvV, . 

ioiS 



March 21, 1961 



be". 



South Fort Mitchell, Kentucky 
Dear Mr. 




I have received your letter of March 12, 
1961, and I do appreciate the concern which prompted your 
communication. 

While I would like to be of assistance to you 
regarding your inquiries, the FBI is strictly an investigate^ ^ 
agency of the Federal Government and does not furnish *ff . 
evaluations or comments concerning the character or^tot?grjtar - ' 
of any individual, publication or organization. I hop&Jr'gu wju ej 
not infer from this either that we do or do not have datarin«gur ^ 
files relating to the subjects which you mentioned. £ <<? 

In view of your interest, I am enclosing 
material containing suggestions on ways to combat the drenace 
>f communism which you may like to read. 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Hoover 




tv ■ 



One Nation's Response to Communism 
Communist Target— Youth 



Enclosures (5) 
CommuntetoParty, USA 
What You- Can Do To Fight Communism 
^ ^Expose of Soviet Esgionjige 

Sw JI^RB&jfl^fe&m^ no information identifiable with correspondent. 
The.Xohn feirch^idciety was established by Robert Welch of Belmont, 
.Massachusetts and is allegedly an anti-communist organization. T7 . ■ ;iaye 

MA1I, FJOOUL— ! TFI-,FTYPiT lifJIT 1 J „ ..,t;,.... '; , 

- ■ - ■ ■■ - ptw\ ... . . 

JWO*B:hmm (3) ■ - \ * L 





SOUTH FT. MITCHELL, KY, 




3/12/6 



Mr* J. Edgar Hoover 
f. Hi i:. 

Washington, D* C. 
Dear Sir. x 



bfo 
b7C 




Mr. Callahan 
Mr. p^i-ad ..^z 
Mr, 
Mr. 

,Mr. Malone, 
Mr. Rosen__ 
Mr. WeL._ 
Mr. Tjo\ter. 
Mi*^.C.Sulfivan 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss Gandy. 



Recently I attended a meeting on Comtek 
unist subversion in the United States 
given a t St. Elizabeth Hospital by a 
Brother ~ 



from Dayton University, 



It was suggested that our group be* . 

(addressed by a member of the Johffl^rch 
Society of Mass*. I am interested in 
doing what I can to combat subversive 
action* 

^'^gk I would like to know if this previously 
*(§V ^ mentioned group is a bona f ied anti- 
communist organization. 

I would also like to know if the F. E& I J 
could suggest some other organizations 
that are dedicated in fighting Communism 
in this country. 



/ 3 



RECg 



l« A 23 1061 





■ -to. 



SOUTH FT. MITCHELL, KY. 



The John Berch Society has gone on record 
claiming that Secretary-General Dag Hamm*- 
arskjold is a Communist* 

I am confused on this statment and would 
appreiciate any comment you might have 
regarding this claim.* 



bo 
b7C 



Respectfully , 



,1 &\ 




RK- 35 



Tolson 
~ irsons 



Gandy 



^3 



March 16, 1901 3j 



Mr s. 



Glendale 8, California 



P 



be 

b7C 



Dear Mrt 




Your letter of March 8, 1961, has been received, 
and your generous remarks regarding my book are sincerely 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 
or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret 
that I am unable to help you and hope that you will not infer in this 
connection either that we do or that we do not have data in our files 
relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

Enclosed is material dealing with the general subject 
of coj&munism, some of which contains suggestions as to what we 
Americans can do. 



Sincerely yours, 




Enclosures (5) 



C 




What You Can Do To Fight Qommunlsm 
How To Beat Communism 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Communist Target- -Youth y 
Expose of Soviet Espionage jDPr ' p J 

66 MAR 2WT^ (See N ° TE " ext Page) 

_] TELETYPE UNIT L_J 




MAIL ROOM 

RWE:elw (3) 



/hrV 



NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization; 
however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that the Society might take 
on the appearance of a "front" in order to attract true subversives. 
During the Eisenhower Administration, Welch criticized the President to 
the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 



- 2 - 



Mrs. 

r 



i 



Glendale 8, California 
March 8, 1961 



J, E, Hoover, Director 

C/0 Federal Bureau of Investigation 



b< 



j Washington, D. C 
Dear Mr. Hoover, 

As a mother of four, wife of a man who Relieves with the deepest 
conviction in the United States Constitution, and wanting to help 
my country In some way to unshackle itself from the Communist 
monster which is so surely leading us to ruin, T am writing to you 
for advjce. 



I have he en approached to Join the Johri ^jrpi^^aooieiy , which seems 
to >>e creating even more confusion in iny already confused head. As 
strongly as T agree with Ro v ert ? r elch in theory, T do not ^ant to 
W guilty of "cree+ing a monster" Hn5ch could ultimately do as much 
harm to our free way of life as the monster to ^hich the society 
has dedicated itself to destroy. This is '-here the advice to ^hich 
I referred to comes in. 

I have read your very good hook "Master of Deceit", Fred C. Sch^arz 1 . 
"You Can Trust The Communists", "McCarthy and the Communists", "Repo 
of American Bar Association, Special Committee on Communist Tactics, 
Strategy, and Objectives," "'Thy People Become Communists", and many 
other pamphlets, etc; all of which leads me to believe that somefchin 
must he done, BUT WHAT? Any light which you might shed either for 
or against the John Birch Society will he greatly appreciated by me 
and my Family. _ , r _,^,, n 

/■ T.T, "[" """■ ' - 



Very best regards, 



1 

V 



bS 
b7C 



REC-35 



Jr * 4 



s MAR. 23 196» 
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I. ■ 



i-- 



Tolson 



March 21, 1961 



Mr. 



Cleburne, Texas 



bo 
b7C 



. ---r -r» 



Dear Mr. 



r 'J 

r 



Your letter postmarked March 12, 1961, has belh received, 
and I want to thank you for your kind expression of confidence in the work ~ 
being done by the FBI. 




Your desire to help combat communism is very much 
appreciated, and I am enclosing material currently available for general 
distribution by the FBI along such lines. We cannot furnish you any data on 
the specific meeting you mentioned. 

In response to your inquiry, I am unable, as a matter of policy, 
to counsel you regarding your joining the group you named. In this connection, 
I must inform you also that the FBI does not issue clearances of any type. I 
am unable to answer the other question you raised, furthermore, since - ; 
information in our files is confidential and available for official use only, due 
to regulations of the Department of Justice. 

- '- rhe pamphlet you forwarded has been brought to our attention 

on numerous occasions in the past, and you will note that it contains a 
statement to the effect that the procommunist records of the individuals 
named tbjerein are documented in the files of certain Governmental 
investigating agencies. I want to assure you that neither the Cinema 
Educational Guild, Inc. , nor its national director, Myron C. Fagan, has had 
access to data in our files in the preparation of their publications. Your 
tclosure is being returned. 



66WA_R29196? 

' SEE W 



Sincere! 




yours, 



ST 



EXT PAGE) 
NEXT PAGE 
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NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization 
with branches over the various parts of the country. Our field offices 
have been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch as its head, Robert Welch, 
indicated at one time that he thought a group having the appearance of a 
front organization might be effective in attracting true subversives. Welch 
has, in the past, also attacked President Eisenhower and his Administration 
in his writings. 

It has been necessary on several occasions to admonish 
Myron C. Fagan relative to his use of the names of the Director and the FBI 
in the furtherance of his publications. Correspondent's enclosure was a 
copy of the pamphlet entitled "The Reds are Back in Hollywood! ! ! 
Don't Patronize Reds! ! ! *' well known to the Bureau. 



Enclosures (5) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

How to Beat Communism 

Communist Target— Youth 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Correspondent' s enclosure to incoming letter 



.UE COPY ** ~ 



Mar 18. 19 61 
Cleburne, Texas 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director of F. B. I. 
Washington D. C. 

I want to thank you for your wonderful work you are 
doing to keep communism from taking over in the United States. 
You are the most respected man in the U. S. today. I enjoyed 
reading your article written in "Christianity Today" which was reprinted 
in the Congressional Record. Every preacher should read it. 



be 

b7C 



I have recently become interested in preventing a 
communist take over here. I am an Air Force Reserve Captain with 
a Security Clearance and believe in the free entiprize system as well 
as the Democratic form of Government. I have become interested in 
the JohirBirch Society , which appears to be -a truely patriotic organization. 
At the present time with it's present organization and goals would^I 
jeprodize my Security Clearance by becoming associated with this group. 
I realize you cannot tell what the future holds for this organization. But 
I feel I must do something for my country in its hour of need. 

Enclosed is a phamplet "Reds Are Back In Hollywood. " 
What can you tell me of this? Also recently I asked my Congressman, 
Mr Olin E.„ Teague, if there was an organized effort to reeducate the 
American public along (over) Socialist & communist lines ? He said he 
thought this is very possible. Can you tell me anything about this. 



I realize these are difficult questions I have asked. Please 
keep writing to the American people. They will believe you when they 
believe no one else. I would be happy to have any type of material on 
communism that you could send me. I am particularity interested in 
meeting of the 6th Communist International and its aims for political 
warfare. This Meeting I believe occurred in 1934. Thank you again. 

Respectfully yours -: — — --■ --— 

/s/ ' 



Mm 23 1961 



he 

hlC 




V 



If 



> 



| C'/f4o>rhf, 7r*es 



be 

b7C 



4. 
• 1 



j); rector Of ffl?/ ^ 



Aerify ^fer^/ecS 7/7 - ^ 

Syj/^/k U/e//A TA'fr* oc-r* f< eft r** ** 




fo/JT/fos/ Do Jo^f/y^ For /i^C 7 o^n/r^ § 

A far arfo f * „ * n P 




/ T L 7 " * *~~~) 



fXl<8 



3 s** 



ToJson . 



Mohr. 



Belmont _ 
Callahan . 
Conrad . 
DeLoQch 
Evans 



Rosen _ 
TaveJ _ 
Trotter . 



March 21, 1961 



*.2. 
.Mia 



/ / / , •■ m 



Arizona 



be- 
b7C 



&X.V7_ 

Vbur letter postmarked March 10, 1961, has 
been received, and X appreciate the concern which prompted 
your communication. 

In response to your inquiry, the House Committee 
on Un-American Activities has as one of its primary responsi- 
bilities the recommending oi appropriate legislation regarding 
subversive activities to the United States Congress. I have 
always felt that this Committee makes a contribution in its 
public disclosure of the forces that menace America and its 
efforts represent the reason why the venom of the communists has. 
been directed against It as well as against the FBI. =s 

77 

22 

The article which you requested me to forward 
you is no longer available for distribution. I am, however, 
enclosing several items with respect to the general subj^tt 
communism which may be of interest to you. *° J* 



you. 

Sincerely yours, 

D. Edgar Hoover 



Enclosures (5) .. - N — ^— ~ 
Erector's speech 10-18-60 
God and Country or Communism 
Communism: Bitter Enemy of Religion 



W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 
lag 



— ^/'Series From Christianity Today 
Zi!? One Nation's Response to Communism Q 




7 M 



(SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE) 




I 



Mrs. 



be 

B7C 



NOTE: Mrs J |has corresponded before, our last outgoing 

to her was on 9-1-60 when she complimented "Communist Target- 
Youth. " We have previously sent her Communist Illusion and 
Democratic Reality, 17th National Convention CP, USA, 3-60 
LEB Introduction and Expose of Soviet Espionage. Bufiles contain 
no derogatory information concerning her. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear ?,!r. Foover: 

I was lead to believe yesterday that you were oppc 
to the HGTTA during a debate concerning the National 
Council of Churches of Christ held at the spring board 
[meeting of the Episcopal Churchwomen of the Diocese 3^*1 
of Arizona. I do not believe this is correct. I 
speak on communism and would like to have something 
to refute this impression when It arises again. 




I would also like to obtain fltfe copies of God and Chaos % 
which I feel is a valuable statement concerning the 
Red menace within the religious denominations of our 1 
Ere at land. 

Thank you sir, for your devotion to our Republic. 

Yost sincerely, 



m 



b6 
b7C 



Mrs . . 
JohiTBiroh Society 



it) MAR 28 m\ 




ALL i::7CT::"""" '''*- r ^D 
IL.t^IN It> livv>^ — JiisijiiJ 



Memorandum 



OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 
5010-1 04-01 

UNITED STATES G4 



TO 



pro; 




DIRECTOR, FBI (62-104401) 



SAC, DALLAS (100-10402) 



date: 



3/23/61 



A 



subject: JOHli- BIRCH SOCIETY 



MISCELLANEOUS - ^ 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



Dallas, 



Mrs. 
Texas > 



phone L 



J advise* on 3/13/6JL sne -was 



— □ 



recently Invited to attend a movie and meeting dealing with 

the CQmfflUP*gfr menace. She jgfljld the invitation was from Mrs. 

Dallas. 



b6 
b7C 



Mrs. 



] stated she and her daughter with a 



friend (an exchange student tl^at resides with her) attended 
the movie which was entitlepf^iQQmm^ Map (or 

Continent)^ during the evening of 2/28/61 at the HighiSSa 
Park Town Hall on Drexel Road. She said after the movieJa 
> | I made a few remarks and she met several persons that a 
the movie. She was invited to attend a meeting tdhbe held at 
a later date and did express a desire to lea rn more of the 
communist threat. 




She said she and her husband attended the ' meeting 
on 3/13/6 1. being p icked up at their home by a Mrs . J_ 
mother of I I and taken %o the pieeting held at the 

residence of |_ 



Mrs. 
the 



said they were admitted by a person who 
appeared to be screening the persons 



stayed at the door and 

present, the meeting was conducted in a militant manner and 
consisted of talks by persons present. She said that it was^ ^ 
at that time she learned it was a meeting of *jthe JOHNBIRCH "* ^ 
SOCIETY. She and her husband met several persons and were C 
furnished a book entitled "The Blue Book of dbhe John Birch 
Society," by ROBERT WELCH. In addition they^wdre furnished a 
book "Communist - Socialist Propaganda in American Schools," by 
VERNE P. KAUB, as well as numerals leaflets and pamphlets on 
various facts pf communism and other matter^, including one 
s^Xicitiiig" Recipients to direct letters *to*iiheir h^gh^plected 



he 
hie 




2 1 - Bureau 
1 - Dallas 
EEH: jeg * r 

< 3 > &i APR 5 



• 



DL 100-10402 



Mrs. 



I 



met at the movie and/or meeting 



furnished the following as persons she 



Mrs. 

Dallas, Texas 

" (attended movie) 



] (attended movie) 



Dallas, Texas 
Mrs J 



b6 
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' Dallas, Texas 



to attend movie) 



Mr Si 



(attended movie and meeting) 



Dallas, Texas 

(noting at home) 



Dallas, Texas 



showed movie) 
(attended movie and meeting - mother 

0*1 r 



bb 
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Dallas, Texas. 



^1 



Mrs, 



1 further advised her son! 



in a garage ap artment at the residence of |_ 



land resides 



] 



\ Austin 5, Texas* She said her son, who is a 
J has been hazed unmercifully, apparently bec ause of 



his fri endship and associations with a Negro student , f 
] She said the treatment accorded her son and[^ 



] have 



necessitated both of them moving from the campus and finding 
housing elsewhere. 



This is being submitted to Bureau for information. 
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March 23, 1961 



3 



Mrl 



□ 



1 s 



b 6 
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Dear Mr. 



Your letter of March 18, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. 1 regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
Inquiry. 



: Enclosed is some literature dealing with 

general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



..J 

OS 



Sincerely yours, 

A Edgar. rtouuaL 





Enclosures (5) 
jfitated next page) 




• ■ &r 




see NOTE next^ge 



ETYPE UNIT I I \j 



♦ ♦ 



Enclosures 

The Communists Are After Our Minds 

Hot/ To Fight Communism 

Communist -Party, USA 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

One Nation's Response to Communism 



NOTE: <£ Bufiles contain no record^dentifiable v/ith correspondent. 
Robernf/elch, founder of the John%irch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has "criticizeortfi^-Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 



# 



* 



March 18, 1961 



F, B. I. 

Y/ashington, D. C. 
Gentlemen, 

A recent article in Time; issue dated 
March 10, 1961, page 21, titled 11 The Amer- 
icanists; aroused my interest to write your 
department seeking facts about the John 
Birch Society, as your department knows them. 
Is this Society good or not good for America? 
Is this Society safe or not safe for America? 
I am seeking a true evaluation of this 
Society in order to be a better informed 
citizen and your cooperation in this matter 
will be most appreciated. I am not and 
never have been a member of either the John 
Birch Society or the Communist Party, 




Sincerely, 



17 MAR 24 1961 



A 




March 21, 1961 
PERSONAL'! ^ 



Mr. 



Johnson City, Tennessee 
Dear Mr. 



b7C 




I have received your letter of March 13, 196i, 
and i do appreciate the concern which prompted your communication. 

With respect to your inquiry, I have not endorsed the 
organization to which you refer. The FBI is strictly an investigative 
agency of the federal Government and does not furnish evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization. I hope you will not infer from this . 
either that we do or do not have data in our files relating to the subject 
which you mentioned. 

I firmly believe that it behooves all of us to make a 
concerted effort to gain a broad knowledge of the objectives and 
operations of the communist menace. A lack of understanding is 
dangerous in that it often results in the reprehensible and Indiscrimi- 
nate labeling as communists those who merely dissent or advocate 
unpopular or unorthodox views. Education is of great importance 
in tfeis matter, for when rally aware of the aims of communism, 
we can all share in the opportunity to defeat it with the weapon It 
fears .most— truth. 

Sincerely yours, yj"^ 





fOTE: Bufiles contain no record of the correspondent in the locality of 
his residence. The article to which he refers appears on pages 2||a»d; 

s22 of the March 10 issue of "Time Magazine" It is ananalysis of the 

-y*- John Birch Society and* comments concerning the extreme right- wing 
tendencies of this organization. The John Birch Society was founded in 
December, 1958, at Indianapolis, Indiana, by Robert Welch an4 has been 
engaged in allegedly anticommunist activities. The Bifpeau hafcconducted 
nquiry concerning it. 



JWO'Btnss 
(3) 




• lib *f\%Hi ^^^^^^ 



* < Mr. CtaUahnii.— 
Conrad 



Johnson City, 'l'enne ssW , 
March 13, 1961. ur 

bo 
b7C 




( personal ) 

Honorable 3". Edgar Hoover, ^. . o . . ^ 

Mrector, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Department of Justice, 
Washington, B. C. 

My dear Mr. Hoover: 




j| Mr. Mrlonc — - 
J Mr. Rosen... 
\ Mr. Tavel ~ 
| Mr. Trottt^ 
I Mr. W.C.f 
j Tele. E<rtfi 
\ Mr* In^ni 

■3*-*— 

;f 

Your attention no doubt has been or will be called to 
in the March 10th issue of Time Magazine, (page 21), about *$Jm~ 
tSJOL ond Mr Welch the founder thereof. I don't thin* 

SjgMfc^g&k ^an^ere who could question my love for and my 

it m«nh«T>ai However, when I was assured that you personaxx^ 

Membership until I read the article referred to above. 

What I should like to know now is did you specifically endorse 

1 ike voa in whom I have oamplete confidence and who is in much 
beWe? positio™than I to know how matters like this can he 
best handled. 

I am sure you will comply with my repast tbat ?£u do not 
divulgeto anyone outside your own organization ^ JSJtlv 
I have wri t ten you, and that you consider this a matter strictly 
between you and me* 

With assurances of my very highest regards for you, I remain, 



bo 
b7C 




1? f, 



** MAR qfry 
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L 



Harci* 22, 1001 



Conrad . 



Evans 
Ma lone ^_ 



bo 
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Ec-ar -Irs. 



Your letter of i.Sareh 14, 19G1, has been received, 
snd tirj interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although X would like to bo of service, the 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, dace not malce evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity o£ any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you end hope tint 7 
you will net infer in thir. connection cither that v/o do or thai 
wo Co not have data In our files relating to the cubjecfc of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed ic some literature dealing with the 
General subject of communism which may be of interest. 




1 



Sincerely youro, 

*k Hoover 



ncJosurc^ (D) 
{listed next page) 



Tele. Hoam 
Ingram 
Gandy 



-/DCL:efr*' 



see NOTE next page 
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Enclosures 
V/hat You Can Do To Fight Communism 
How To Beat Communism 
Director's Speech 10-18-60 
Red Goals and Christian Ideals 
One Nation's Response to Communis** 5 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable v/ith correspondent. 
Uobert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
antieommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhov/er 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front "would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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TRUE COPY 



March 14, 1961 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 



I am thinking of joining the John Birch Society, 
Please send me a letter with your approvIlthinTiTaTAntS' 
Communist Organization. . 

Than k you 
/s/ Mrs. 



San Gabriel. Calif. 



be 

b7C 



y fS-f?* £2- / ef e 

^vV' 
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March 23, 1961 



Mrf 



( ..;. / / v ' / - 



Midland, Texas 



88/ 
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Dear Mr, 



Your letter of March 16, 1961, has been re- 
ceived, and your interest in writing is appreciated. 

In response to your inquiry, I v/ouid like to 
advise toat the FBI, as strictly an investigative agency o? the 
Federal Government, does not furnish evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, organi- 
zation or publication. I hope you will not infer that our files 
do or do not contain data regarding the organization you 
mentioned. 

I am enclosing some material on the general 
subject of communism which you may wish to have, together 
wtfh a copy of a list of organizations which have been cited bv 
the Attorney General pursuant to Executive Order 10450 



Sincerely yours,. 

th Btigzt Homes 




7; 



Parsons ... .... 

Mohr *J_ 

Belmont L A. ,\-Sl * * 
Callahan 

Conrad ] 

DeLoach 

Evans _____ 
Mai one 
Rosen 



/. / Enclosures (5) 
/ AG List of Subversive Organizations 
Communist Party, USA 
Communist Target— Youth 
17th National Convention & Intro. 3-60 LEB 
Christianity Today Series ' • - 



rwfen - > y t 

^:l7Z±-l NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Robert Welch founder 
Tele. Bocfn "Lz- ot the John Birch Society, an allegedly anticommunist organization has 
^ 3 Oi*F ^ ~ ^AW:jka (3) (NOTE CONT. NEXT PAGE) ■ 
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NOTE (cont. ) 

criticized the Eisenhower Administration bitterly in the past. Welch 
once stated he felt a group having the appearance of a communist 
front might be effective in attracting true subversives. 
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Midland, Texas 
March 16, 1961 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington D # C # 



o 

It would be appreciated if you would advise me if the Jphn Bir'ph Socie ty 
of Belmont, Massachusetts, is on the FBI ! s list of subversive organ- 
iaation, I have been solicited for membership in this organization, 
but due to some of the unfavorable publicity would liketo receive your 
answer prior to affiliating with an establishment that would be contrary 
to the best interests of myself and the country ♦ 



Yours very turly, 



be 

b7C 



"TSdland, Texas 




- 19/ 
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'id I 




March 23, 1961 



Midland, Texas 
Dear Mrs. 



b6 
b7C 



Your letter postmarked March 14, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is appre- 
ciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does 
not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I have not *r 
sanctioned the organization which is the subject of your communl- 
cation. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope you will not ^ 
infer in this connection either that we do or that we do not have 22 
data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry. 



Enclosed is someriiteralur&deaiing with the general 
i subject of communism whicfevmay be of interest. I / 

sincerely yours, 



Enclcisures (5) 

17th National Convention & 3-60 LEB Intro. 

Directors speech of 10-18-60 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Target- - Youth 

One Nations Response To Communism 



See NOTE next page. , 
RWE:pjh (3) „ ;* 
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Mrs. b7c 



NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. 

The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization; however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that 
the Society might take on the appearance of a "front" in order to 
attract true subversives. During the Eisenhower Administration, 
Welch criticized the president to the point of calling him a dupe of 
the communists. 
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Midland, Texas 
March 10, 1961 



be 

b7C 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 





Some friends of mine have been trying to interest 
me in joining the "Johirfeirch Society. " One of their selling points 
was M The society lias the approval and backing of J. Edgar Hoover. " 
After reading something of this organization in Xime Magazine and talk- 
ing with the local members, I found it difficult to believe you 
supported this type of thing. These members say Mrs. Eleanor 
Roosevelt, Henry Cabot Lodge and numerous other people in public 
life are so-called communists "dupes". The methods, as explained 
to me, of how this society operates are absolutely frightening. 
Please, Please let me know if you do give yourc^support to this 
Society and if you do why. 

Til appreciate hearing from you. 



Sincerely yours, 
Mrs 



he 

b7C 
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^^^nJ^a -X/uu "^0-$^ sd^ciAs ^*<Lc£2y + 
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March 24, 1961 



Mrs, 



p 



b7C . , 



Dicfctrrsorr; Texas \. 



Dear Mrs. 



I have received your letter of March 16, 1961^ ^ 
and I appreciate the interest which prompted you to communicate? 
with me on this occasion. ^ 

While I would like to be of assistance, the jurisdiction 
and responsibilities of the FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization. I hope that you will not infer in this 
connection either that we do or that we do not have data in our files / 
relating to the subject of your inquiry. Consequently, it will not>/ 
be possible for me to take the action you suggested. c^f 

Sincerely yours, \j 

JL Edgar Hoovgr 



V 



0 Ki < 



>} y, 



i \ 

0 



NOTE: Bufiles contgji no record of the correspondent. Robert Welch, ioas 
founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly anticommunist organization, 
Tolson has criticized^e^seimower Administration bitterly in the past. He once 

P^ons stated he ielt a group having the appearance of a communist front would be 

ff L. ief&fclMln attracting true subversives. J 

Callahan ; ! ; , -. . % ' / f 
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DeLoach 
Evans 
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Dickinson, Texas hl 
March 16, 1961 

J, Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

I have recently joined the John Birch Society and must, 
for my own peace of mind, know what you think of the organization 
and the vile article which appeared in Time magazine on March 10th, 



Having read Masters of Deceit I am convinced that 
we must do something about the communist menace and feel this 
organization furnishes a program of positive anti-communist activity 
which I can follow. Since joining I have yet to witness anything that 
approaches the activities mentioned in the article and cannot help 
but believe that the editors of Time* find it necessary to attempt to 
destroy an organization which approaches the awful truth and expose 
the communist conspiracy. Their motives certainly leave much to 
ponder. 

If, in your opinion, The John Birch Society performs 
a patriotic service to our nation it seems to me you are in a position 
to set the people and the editors of Time straight. They find it rather 
difficult to refute your word! ! 



God bless you. 



be 

b7C 



Mrs. 




V ? 72" 



**** L^i^^^^ - 
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Mr. Tolson 



t^^AJ Jti+^Oy 



Mr. Parsoi.™^ 
Mr. Mohr.J^O 
Mr, Belmont. 
Mr, Callahan 
Mr. C 
Mr, D^L. 
Mr, Eva* 
^ Mr. Malone. 






i t T, j—- — r ^ 




Mr. Rosen. 
Mr. TaveL 



Mr. Trotter.. 

Mr, WXLCtitfivan 

Tele. R^OKi 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss Giasdy 



■s&fb /St^ih ^^<us^ 







// j 






^^^^^^^ /^s^^V M^L^A, jk&ttiL, 

i .... — ^7>^ — ^ (/y J 




23 MAR 196l\^i 




* 




Tolsori . 
Pare oris . 
Mohx T 
Belmont . 
Callahan , 
Conrad ^ 
DeLoach_ 
Evans ^ 



Mrs. 



March 22, 1961 



Odessa ,^Texas 



Dear Mrs. 



Your letter postmarked March 15, 1961, wlth^ 
enclosure, has been received, and I am glad to know you erupyed^ 
the material previously sent you. I am also pleased to know of ^ 
your interest In my book, "Masters of Deceit. " ' ^S* 

Although I would like to be of service, information 
in FBI files is confidential and available for official use only, due 
to regulations of the Department of Justice. I am also unable to 
comment concerning .the group you named since the functions and 
re^ojiBibiUUe'fl.pfsthe FBI> as a Federal investigative agengy, do 
not extend to furnishing evaluations or drawing conclusions^ to 
the character or integrity of any organization, publication or^ 
individual. t- - ' 5? 



I- 

The pamphlet you forwarded has been brought, to 
oar attention In the past, and you will note that it contains aU-< 
statement to the effect that the procommunist records of^th^. 
individuals named therein are documented In the files ofxeftain 
Government Investigating agencies. I can assure you that neither 
the Cinema Educational Guild, Inc. , nor its national director, 
Myron C. Fagan, has had access to data in our files in;tf& preparation 
of their publications. The pamphlet In question is being returned. 

Although Z am unable, as a matter of policy,, £o 



jjn* recommend any specific organization with the express aim of 





NOTE AND ENCLOSURES NEXT PAGE 
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combating communism, I am enclosing material available for 
general distribution by this Bureau which I hope will offer 
suggestions as to how you can take effective action in protecting 
our American way of life. 

Sincerely yours, 

tL Edgar. Boouqz 



Enclosures (5) 
Director's speech 10-18-60 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
How To Beat Communism^ 

JSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 




he 

blC 



p irected to her Congressman, 
J. T. Rutherford, was referred to the Bureau by him i n April. 19 59 in 



which she inquired concerning two organizations. Mrs. 
a letter to the Bureau dated 4-21-59 making the same inquiries and 
Bulet 5-1-59 informed her that we could not help since we did not 
investigate the two organizations in question. (65-69946-144) no 
other pertinent references. 

O 

Th e John Birch Society i s allegedly an anticommunist 
organization; however, Robert Welch, its founder, has stated that he 
thought organizing a group having the appearance of a communist 
"front" might be effective in attacking true subversives. He has 
bitterly criticized the Eisenhower -Administration in his writings. 



also sent 



Correspondent' s enclosure was a copy of the Cinema 
Educational Guild's pamphlet entitled "Don't Patronize Reds I ! I" 
well known to the Bureau. The CEG and its national director, Myron C. 
Fagan, disseminated anticommunist, anti- Negro and anti-Semitic 
pamphlets. Fagan has been admonished relative to his misuse of the 
Director's name in the furtherance of his publications. 
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Odessa, Texas 
March 12, 1960 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 

Once again I am writing to you 
for information. Over a year ago I asked for 
your help and was immeasurably pleased with 
your prompt reply. Since that time, I have read 
your book Masters of Deceit plus many others. 

Now I am on the verge of joining 
a group called the John Birch Society. In your 
opinion, is this group truly an anti- communist 
group? If you are unable to express your opinion, 
could you please reefer me to another reliable- - 
Non- liberal (if that is possible) source. I am also 
enclosing a pamplet I have and would like to know 
about the reliability of this also. 

In my zeal to join an "Americanism" 
group, I should hate to join the wrong thing. 

My own Congressman has already 
proven thru his recent voting records that he is not 
interested in the thoughts of his constituents, consequently 
I know of no one else to write to in regard to this matter. 

Thank you very much ^ c 
J. */. t /^ Since rely yours. 



- / /s/ Mrs. ' h 

OLA*: ..y.jg. / I 1 \j 



, .->-• b7c oSZ^TtS^T 



-r^UD/*-^^ jvsl^Aj^. -V^>csi_ _^ 

-T\Q_>^ -Asd^A- -Jv^oov, ^LrOrdc ^VvAlV > 



^^^^ C^\^^ u ^ cy^^VAO <m*-*Al. 

l^r^ cW» ,uat*A^ %S^jU W-O 
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Canadian, lesa 

Ccar 




attention at on his return. 



& view of your interest^ I zlw cnclo-inj material 
available for general distribatioa by tao FBI on tho subject o£ 
eoamm&ism. 

Sincerely yours, 



±iolcn V. ! . Canciy 
Secretary 




enclosures (4) 
\ i ^Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target — Youth 

Introduction 3/60 LEB & 17th Natl Convention CP, USA } 
Series from Christianity Today , 7^ 



r-. 




Trotter ^ 
W.C.Suli.van. 

Tele* Rriam 

Ingram 

Gandy 



Kecord, 

weekly newspaper gabiished in Canadian, Texas, contains an attack on Ike Joh 
Birch Society* l^direcord of this newspaper in Bufiles, and no prior correspo: 
dence had ;Leca iiad'Wiililts staff: The John Eirch Society is allegedly an anti- 
communist organization; however, flobort Welch, it~ founder, has stated that 
/the Society might take on the ap^saranco of a "front" in order to attract true 
- subversives* Daring the &iL:eftiiQY;cr Administration, Welch criticized the 
President to the point of calling him a dupe of the communists. 
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3 - 13 - 1961 



Canadain Tex Box| | 

J Edgar Hoover F.B.I, 
^inclosed Is part of Home Town News Paper regarding The 
JohirBirch Society of which I am sure you know about. 

I am very much confused about this article also the Societys 
bearing the turkey track insigna 

It seem to me thus should be something done about these 
orginasition opely adocating the overthrow of our form of Goverment 

I think It is time for Someting to be done. 

Our Goverment has got to get tough to Stop this comunist 
novement I Sincerly beliave we need a firing line for People 
like John Birch 

we need to repeal the 5th amendent we need some C in Goverment ^ 
who will shoot those who betray our Govementi. These Jail sentences >' / 



Hot lead will stop People from Publicly advocating overtlhow/;of 
our Goverment 



ant wort a dam 





What do think Mr Hoover 



rec- ai L 

Your very truly 



bo 
b7C 
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State President of the 

S &fcW Clubs is 'Mrs, 
Kiirh, Fox of' Dallas, 
who tyd\\ present the 
charter to the .Canadi- 
an' club ozr Saturday 
*ig}jt. . 

TT^Story on page. 8 



See Pages 2 and 3 
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The Jlalnbqw-'ClJrjs ^arer hay- 
JriR a baker safe Saturday at 
, Johnson's SAJTJcrrnajAei ' jinil 
Bestiyay 'Market Horoe-rnade 
pic*- and cakes "wlty l|e sold. 
Proceed will, go [6 send sojne 
ct the girls to ibeTe*as Grand 
^iernblyin June, 

The Order of .Eastern. Star 
will Jjavo n Friendship, nfght 
Tuesday, March 14 at thfr W, 
dT.U. JJuflding at 7:30>T hose, 
attending are asked to> bring 



Johnny Schaef has Grand Champ j 



frfew arriyal aut?of-towri: A 
iaiu Jcilcry Allen, -born March 
-6 th and. weighing 6 lb, M OX* 
. to Mr. antf Mrs; Kenneth*. 
Smith of 626- Willow lane. 
Edglo : Loke { . Texas. "Proud 
grradparontraro Mr. and Mr*. 
Jim Smith oir— 



The B&PW realized $73.51 
j^rri Jthelr nnntnage sale Vast 
Saturday, The rnoney - w|IL be. 
seal ib the Texas Ilchabi J rbv 
tlori Cphtcr at Gonzales. 

In llcmphUJ. Cqqniy hospital 
tod'ay;. Mrs, Frank Shafier, 
Mrs. T;ank ^i^m, ' yick Hel- 
ton; Mrs. Joe Jmmcj ; Mrs; yer- 
rioji Shoiibro\i.«k' of HifigJriis; 
Jiqbott: Marc-land: .and Julluii 
^Bor'iK DJsfni^cd during the- 
week: Mrs. Larry Bajley 'and: 
baby bey '(M*r*hJ 2), .Dill 
Meador and 'Mrs. George .Hand' 
(March" Charley Gallltoij 
(March 7), Sidney McXlnney 
of AmoiiUo nhd Mrs, * r Or 
fiirosof-Mobeclle tMarcfc>B)< 




Qiis Mil^y BBi^rs 



•■—Story page- .12 



ildcdt hack toft Ml 



I 



sdhoolopdn 
ie 




^CarrtyilUq^ 

•Patrick's ^qy celebration at< §hamrock> - checks, 
■thd program, of .last years celebration and 
■yrorks i6ti detai 1 s • of the ior thcoin ing , Irish Festi- 
val islat ed for M arch. 17 a t Shamrock.' - Shamrock 
boosters -yrere in C^aaian TuesolqT ■£ornii;g.tq 
advertise - the cele&qtionL 

AT. T i H 

Y 
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by SifN it,. EZZKLL V 
-Editor of The Bc^d 

WJlAt I* tpo John, Birch Society? A? numbe* of 
" people b3vej asked; thqt quest Ion. slncei wo made 
our jirst casual mention, of ^hc nornc in : these col- 
-umns"' l\v* weeks ago. 

TO* .possible , eVen' probable . . , that you've 
never ho/itd, of I t- before. It's also ^ossfble , . . arid- 
probable < ♦ . that you're going to .hear a-Jrca> deal 
of fr^befote-ybu're through. 

, it is . . * *ccordlbg -fo lis founder and absolute 
ruler. a»xve^l |hyl«%' f England manufactured named' 
Robert H: W- Welch . » . an arch enemy of Inter- 
national- Communism and N bor only jtope -of defeat* 
•ihg Comrpu nist domino Von . of 'the ■ U^lted'States. . 

Its -avowed : goals,, as set forth by f ts - leader, 9 t°' 
achieve "Jess government* more ihdtylduai, rospori* 
Slbillty, and.- a belter world," ; 

That's a program, which most of you/ If you're 
average- patriotic, Americans; can agree with whole- 
heartedly. : 

Ilut-the maWods by which W*lcb\ lhr°ug> Up 
John h Birch* Society, propos** <te- acfcioy OAtbese gocls 



wiH. . ,., , U yWra qh. averager patriotic American 
.\ '.- rd&b the hair on -imir lWod. ,« 

proposes. In essence; to -psiabltsh an. American 
dlctatbrshlfi * . wfot feerr H. WV Welch as its' 
Head: ' ' , . < ' 

And he may do 4t 

A few nighls ago in .a neighboring city, hy special 
invitation. I saw an hep rd ih e. founder of the John 
Birch Society deliver a two^liour .address in v/hlcU : 
he outlined the^h rcat- of jGommun^. domination -in 
America an J his plans te> defeat It. TJijVwasih the 
ror.ru ot^flirp, wWeH 4* Shown . to^ilj prospective, 
members .of- the John tflrch Soelely. as.the f JlTsr-stcp 
in their assimilation* , 

In $n Welch first reviews Ihe lindenlahlo progress 
of Communist cobq nest around the* world., « ..then 
present jils prog rinm v for containing It. ' 

His prem^a ,1s simple? The Communists, ]io de- 
e}eje*. dre\fllrcndy two-ttrirtis of the vizf ilon ST 
their moiterspiqxi'iot faxl* donation. Thay Jiavo, 
Wblcji doclojesi edxeedy fttf:en-cbntjoV,ot the gOToni, 
mini oV tiJQ ^ -United States, jhls brslrig r true. the. only 
«jinf?4olt for^tiiotlc '/tmeidcans to do ie to b^comb 
i u&cwive, g> ubdij/grouhd, and ' 
'gQyc'rumoot* • ^ 



To do titter. ^ Welch. contirfOes, we must .|iave i>P;. 
organization « and' a -leader "We hay^the or* 
ganl/^vtfop," he- declares, indicating ThorJohh Bjrcb. 
Society, ^lofl' l am ;he leader! 1 '' . 

Anticipating any doubts, \YoIch.. tjukkly admits 
that he may riot represent a tree choice, <ii may not 
h e the person you would, have chosen," he tolls, rijs- 
■audience. VI -may not even be the person I wbuld< 
have chosen,. 'But I am the,* duly -person wfcp.. is 
available, and vjny syay is ' the, only way. There: *9 <n? 
othet citoice,'' . 



Jlovlacj 'established hlmEOlf o» the lecder ot ti)e 
cruVadc, "Welch than mahes -it cleor to prospective 
John. Birch \Socioty membera :that The, will- exact' qb» 
solute loyclty and vrnquestiontog obedience^ 

By hlR'pwn C5= tlrhate. a Communtet^Mlng. o'r- 
.gqnizatlon like the John Birch) Society needs ''a 
riard^boilcdi <dtctawrial and^ dy^ahile boss." Welch 
obvious!^ thinks he Js.lt ^fe-has alUtlie qiiaJlftca* 
tlons for dictatorship. Ker is tough, able, persuasive, 
dynamic . . « and fa^lic. 

Welch, in Wet. sees nothing wrcpg with dictator, 
ship; He a,dmb^.dletators.'The only. jion Commuri. 



TH IS Issue • .of. Th<r Record^ tye ^are devoting. 
^ * an ^cepUonai amount ot sp^ce to a! re- 
pbU on the John flirch Socfely . . . a -aecr.cn 
poiltkal organ Wipn whieb is beginnmg to be 
■Heard ir 6^. qrbun^the- country* N t 

We* do this In the -belief *hal; ari 6rpanl?a- 
itbii which -h«« suceessfuilv kept itself ^M^e 
fiartc . for mo* t».pf vf he Ume"^ since 1 1 was organ • 
teed mpferdKan ihrep* years ago should have 
the benCtiuot some lighn "*. ' 
- Svic tW-i^.i^^,7ouh^Birv-h Society noe^s-a 
great de.'ii ot light shed: upon ic^ because U 
aptSeafs^o have, some yory dark corners in- 
d'eetl.'." ■ • 

>t- ari vpcates a^ policy which, . ! t successfully 
Carried, ^tt, coiild result Jn Ihe total destrue- 
liloii-q^tfTe American ,gbyerhment wciknow 
i\, and' of. Amprlcan liberties .as we > enjoy 
•tfierp. * 

wiilie^ve agrec, like, most A/mcricjinSi with 
lis avowed ^purpose* -of - defeating 1 C^m'miinlsra- 
In Anicrica- * v", ^e disagree,: whplphe'arlifdly; 
wilKdAc r methods: by \vhIcrL- It -proposes ,-t<? aq- 
compiish this . ^ndi ; . . 

We rea]fte:tW*^^^ 
^urselvcs, \\\ the .eyes of John. Bii 



members, as -prp-CommunlsL So Jje it Thoy 
may : think but thby h^ bclier nor say so; 

jn.e" fpundcr and dictatorial leader of the 
John- Birch Soejciy declares that America its 
fn us t- choose between -domination by- Commun- 
ists w the leadership and?govetnmp-'nt of the 
John Birch Society. We do not believe that 
this is; bo: Tf lr Is, we see nothing tnuch ^to 
choose. A. dlcmtorsblp of the Communist left 
carube-no worse than d\ctato>r?hlr> of Ihe Fas- 
clsy%;ht, Ih either cv^ntv freodpm.for. the in-.^ 
divl. ?al~ would n 6 longer +xlst." > 

^Uf we^till'bellevenhat then ifrstrr-ngth in 
a . free society . , » If tbc-membrti! of that so- 
ciety; remain a]crt^ kepp. themselves mformed, 
ar-d are rot stampeded- 

The John 'Birch Society- vulms to create a 
stampedr»ir it ffueeeerts. (>y generating such 
fear 61 the CommuhliTt leftnhat ^we^as a na» 
iion. ore stampeded to th,e {Fascist- riphl, then 
wo> may yet -see the- creailr n pf the .American 
dVctatbrshlp which the Jobhj Blrebers are teld 
is mecessary to- the ■ defeat of r:06mniunifim. 

' JObh-t sen litem short* ; They am headed by 

' a man wpo-meanff. buslnef* 

And dorrlt join them; . » -».U you place any 
valuo-oh ywifrown frqedpfc. , 




THE, BIDlCULOUS appearance q{ a special • 
- elecUoh ballot with rpofe tHan soyet>ty 
s candidates, for a. singleVofilce I|? almost cer- 
tafnl tb bring Vies from the' outraged public 
ihat Jr therti anthte be^p law * * . ' . 

And this sort or J^ai^slble mls-tisevbf -tlte 
privilege of ihe ballot Is rthe Tfelndl of thing 
that jcoii Id ea sily inspire j aAvro akcrs to givers . 
''a^la^' tOiprevcnt repetition 6t such aching, 
We,iiope,thcy'ii thliilt.hettcr.bf,in however: 
Too ofteii, Irt.casesilike this^ a law which Is 



TvHB CAN^Dl AN RiECCjED 

Can-r d! ou» (Hetaphlll, County) 

^EK EZZELL. r^,- 

NAKCy;.^Z2ELL Editor of "V(i 

TED BOGERS ► - — 



Foreman 



I^lcred asv second- ej ass .matter December- 20, 
1945/ at- the" Tos'tof flee at Canadian, Texas, 
under the- Act.' of^ '^Mareh ^, 1S7SL Published cadi 
Thursday ifterh&cm at Canadian/ Texas, by 
B'eh. It aud^^abcy/Af. Ezzclj. 



hastily enacted creates, vyorsc evils than it 

It should not be tnadc an/insurmountable taslc 
jbr a quallflcd.ciyzen lo gc^'hls. pame'on a 
ballot as a bandldpto for a public office ... 
even for such an important Wflco a^ United 
•States. Senator from Tejcns. It would be easy, 
by sky. rocketin g' the illliig *eo r to freeze < out' 
most of fhe would-be cahd5dalesWho have 
filed lit ahis'frcjik elect Joh . and ovor-eagcr 
legislators pould probably Utlnk of more for- 
midable gimmlcicsio dlscbur^stG the hoi pollol. 

Bu t Jsn'Ut better to let 'the |en$ation«seekers 
and self- advertisers -clutter tip jtlte baliot oc- 
:casibnaUy. railier thanicr»ste> a barrier which 
might prevent one good dtlxen from someday 
offering his servi<ps to. the public? 

Spmcw'hcre In thq multitude of three score' 
and ten , * , or, is it twelve? > . candidates ori 
the special ballot, foe that matter, .there' Just 
mrght be a,rrian better qualified' for this U, S. 
Scnale post than the halt-ddzeri "serious V 
candidates. 

That wouldn't require too ;great a- stretch of 
theJimaginellon, now \vould it? 



^PoYer^P^.IloideU^rtd^p'wk^ Jake's Tifmoaj* «tt^hpltt'^ 
r fcnrnin^ some political l««on* which both oj them should 
lieive :lmown. lon^ibcldre^ 

' t ur m an rod a rough-sho^ . over nearly W -of ' the - : Ueclsla- 
ture's House of Bcpre>en tail vps; jn^ January after he hadNtyop ^. 
squeaker-of a^jace'torqe ejected SpeaV;e^ JJnw^sely retaliating 
against all those who had'vo^- agaias.t him, Turmap; ap- 
]K>lntecl all his supporters to - choice -cprnm If tees ♦ . , and-ifift 
the. rest, of tjio Kqu^ln'^.cb^^lE^^e^lHvas Brcrllctable: 
•Turmni't has -made himself so many -cnerrues that- pa carilt; 
muster -a: Avorklhg imaibrity to s handle ai'legts tatlye^p rbg'ram. 

TKe GoverDor t for- his parl^ hiahnged ' to^alle natc • a|most \the 
entire Leglsiaturevby atternptitjg .to r force tt^ropgh- his :Owri,.tax 
proposals ' . Including the,>hlguiy' un » 
while brushing aside- all alternate, plans joffercd' by mcrn,bcrfl 
of ' the ILe^lslature, Tlte- result: the assembled^ legislators ; ^la.ve 
ploughed' him under.' , 4 . * • .' 

We Uilnle if s nice, for Governor Daqlol and- Speaker Jurimm 
lb iqdia •. Ihr o ugh. doing - , . . , Jbut it'i'.too bad -ttdt the people- ct 
- Tcitos ; liavb- to got ' tho « biil'.iorr utoirAldndergofleQ, c*? rcte^Sj * 




»*pNT it amailngi' 1 .observes -.{he, Sec6ild• 
1 Street Philosopher, l how many people 
long, to. live foreveif . , . out can't amuse them* 
solve* bh a.ratni' evening?" 1 



It's ^amazing. what; a- bunch of bureaucrats can cpmo up with, 
comments Editor Jlrri' Gil jentlhe^in. The Hereford .^r end . If 
you^ give .them enoligh rcd . tape/ 
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A C AfePf Alf. ftBCpftfr, Canadian, HcjiphUj/ CochjSy^ Texasi 



is* gpyojmments 3 eft. la the world: 7tbdayj M ihe-qV 
clarts. Jrrrfte .filmed speech, "are a handful, of ismalt 
nations „ , >p and he Mentions, admiringly, -tlite 
government, qf thcVpbmlnican dVepubilc under <IuV 



campaign which ft as seine aspects -.of , Ku -KluxAKlan 
oporftHojis of thcpdst ,i'h vfeyHf Wdcfais Insistence. ' 
on "conftohfro^ j ha i 



-' c ;> l ' cotlp Q * , '. ,johix Blrcl^Sc'dety -cliaptO* t probably severai hv 

- wtwtos. a odmiiqtldn • on, democracies, • ho w. each instance) k a'ro active' both: In. jain'pa and Arha- 

to, /rmp^rently, . no john, JBlrch. ■■ Society chap: 
iUtx in Canadian as yot . . /'thWej^ there, 079 John. 
-Birch Sddoty; mora&rs here and" th* brganiicitlda 
;has. been, discussed .toccdi^J 



Society; 4, ia moreiy d deioriptlve phrase, a /rapes. 
«f domagogu^ry,., and; '« ipoxeant pi f wwd> r ' - 
( The 3b.h n'Bireh Society ,|s not. , In any sense, : demo* 
cratie, ''Direcilqn. will com^ f rein -the toj>* Yfcieh 
1eHs his. prospective, con verts. There is to ; be no ar- 
rg m I hi? with h Is decisions, -and-no debate. 

"We h avc : no- time, for 
cedures," lie declares, 

' M W? are g6inff,tq,cut Jhiougii the red tape .and 
Tarliamontnry briar patches and- roadblocks of;cdn- 
fused purpose with Hjrect au%orIty :at every turn. 
The men who jpjn thc^ John BIrclVsocJety . , . arc 
■Koine to be dolrigiso primarily because' thcjj--ib6- 
lie ve 1 ip- me a rid Avhdt I am doing a nd - are - will! ng 
-to accept my leadership anyway, We . are* going to 
use rljat loyalty,. like, every other resource, f<> fha 
fu llest possl bio -advantage*'* 

Trj; event any, rugged, ind Ivld ua lists crop up <ln th q 
John Birch membership; Welch says jjfovi'flton has. 
heen Tnade to .take care of thehi iWumably he 
hieanj to dashier-tfccm ., .... not liquidate -them. 

."Wc.ttra riot gqlngito^have factlons-ddvelbpIng\pn 
the two-sides- to-e very- question theme," Welch' de- 



cent Eisenhower ol treason, and -.accusing most of 
hisjaides as'belng, pstt of -tjic CommWsV^nsplrGcy 
• to- take over . the naf lori. -f hls a arch tly- j s ih, e » has [s- 
f op 'Welches /a^cr'tiorl^tlutx the present, United: Statics, 
.gbyerpmcpt! :1s. -already ^Communist, iftjtt therefore' 
, John mrchors rhust- 'leo underground: 1 andiunder* 
mlrie the government, In his filmed speech Wefch 
labels 'job qtKentiedyxas ^co'mmii n !s"t* di though Ken • 
nefly was, .at the tfme/;riot;yeWPres[dent, 

After; Mablc y's colu rhri appeared; |'th e % -M i Iwaukee 
Jpu real- .picked.' up -thd story a n d. tills -p ubilcattoa 
^followcd>a;fe\v : yechs later- (In August of /last 




mder thinks it's only answer/ 



Wbo i^tb^moB ^bo Is raoklog a «rfou« bid. to 1 
bo common Ardericoa' dictator? " " : 

JJobert If. W. Welch, is a prominent Boston buaU 
ness man, a former vice-president of the -National 
Association of Manufacturer^ apd for seven years 
. ,*a jnember o^- the NAM board er directors. He was 
bofri in North-CArpUria, graduated from tr,e Unt« 
versl I y oi North Carolina,, attended the^J. S. NavaJ' 
Acadfmy 'for ^wo yeors; and i graduated fromM^af- 
vard. LdvSchooh M qQ yetLTs of.aie. he has retired 
-fronvbusinesa. fpijrjdy jrinnuraeturiiig) to deyote hti 
-whole lime to the John "r~ : 
•for- power. 

Andoby. the very audacity, of h Is vapproacli . ' . h,is 
; 'demand ! hat. }byal Americans f oi lovr orders . Irp- 
pllcltly. andr giVe bf their time. and Jhelr money -to 
bring aboutcjtbfi destcuct^n of tlie Vpited Stales and 
create. In its pbcej n dictatorship to be' headed by 
, Robert Welch . , . he^ might succeeds 

He has succepded. certainly, Iri, ottfactlriff thou. 
Tsartds of followers: all oyer }he nation. The society 
onembcrshlpJists are secret . ♦ . b^there>are*jhdl* 
cations ,that Tlie John Birch Society ma y na ve 
100.00Q. members or more. Welches In lilal - goal was 
•one mnuonimembenv Since ;he launched' the SocIp ty 
it In dlortaprti*pjx ijceember % 1953, he has scaled 
dowrt ^iTat reqpjrement , - .-arid now thinks 'Ke can 
accpmpH«n his goals, with a much smaller mem- 
bership. 

M Wf bcrvo r foupd ouU' "he told a Boston 'Herald^'ro- 
poiter?Ienit. Mimmer, ^that whot wo can oicompllah 
through cmatrchapteri is jn^eaaely .greaW thqn> 
wf thought. 



There Is evidence. In- this area at least; thartliese 
"small cbapters '-are beglnnSn^ to ilex their muscles 
- . ► perhaps an Indication that the organ l^atlohot 
period Is about over and -the Society Js ready: ibr 
real action; 

A. na lion wide examplQ f s< the campaign to im^ 
peach Chief: Justieo Sari Warren /. . a man who, 

.-Welch asserts outright, is an. avowal Corrimunist! 
The a ntl-^Varren' campaign originated- witlb theJohq 
Birch Society* and< Is being, actfyply ^ encouraged 'by 
It, according to members ♦ . , althpugh \\ ha3 been 
taken up and is beSrig:, abetted -brother aiiti coin' 
munlst action groups, such a> the CprnmittQe for 
Individual Vreedptri. Tiris Committee, Avhlcji Is oc^ 

* tiye In Canadian, may hot be affiliate^ with the 
John Birch Society, but Is -olivlou.'ily ' - 

fluence. 



That- sonie church groups «yoiiJ4 • Se targets .of tlie 
Society Ayas" i ndlcated -by .Welch Ih.h'is filmed: speecru 
'rsopie: Protestant preachers.*' he declared, "actual- 
ly uso'thclr.pulpit* to pr eaci .ou trlgh t Communism." 

Schpdls^vlll be a\prlme'targetj too. 'We're doing 
a lot of? work, oh school 'texf^' Welch told a^Bostdu 
Herald interviewer. "Most -of them- are loade"^ and' 
then? aren't nny decent substitutes," 



Hbw<does the John Bjrcb! Society .spot, Coiamun* 
•If U?' Wilch_ has a ;pcrt answor: f or that ►one, tpa* : Ac- 
^M"*? •*?^!* standdrds, cmyoB* who opposes the 
John Btich i Society, is - apt ,to -1» .« Coimunis t or dt 

J^was Welch's -extreme sensitivity tp^ommurilsm 




?J»HE John Birch for wix^m tlie John -Bl rch So» 
* cjety Js ; named was 4 pilsslonary, to China 
Who became a captain ui the'U. S, Army d'ur^ 
lhg r Wbr|d Warli anS, -Whiles carrying out his 
mission to -preach the Gospel, also vgave aid to. 
many • downed American, fliers, set up. radio 
netiydrks, supervised Liulfding of air fields, 
and In geheroi supplied ^ valuable- Ititeliigence 
.to. U. S, forces. Accordih^'te 4lu? late .General 
aaire. CherinauU. he Was very good, at It 

At the end of the t war, John Birch was. 
singled out from a pari of Chinese and Amer- 
icans, and was shot audVbaypnetted'by-Cblnese 
CQrnrnunisls.. a' 
His story was told - n^Tlie Saturday Evening' 
• Post (Issue of Jan. 2i. iS55) under tW cap . 
Upn: J- The Top Score Story of John Birch's 
Murder Was ;the Tip- »rf on cjjina's '-116115;' It 
fs aiso told ip a .book 'The John Birch Story," 
written by Robert w'e cp and d'lstrib died to alt 
mernbers'.of the John Birch Society. 



.year) ,by a comprehensive tt>rec- part series, in the 
«osto>-|re r ald ln which Stanley Eames m'iervlewed 
Weleh-himself T 



Thertf the story dropped, apparently. 
A sad/ch. of the /periodical irideye's |w sever at 
yeais hack leveotis s ho mdntioa of the Jobri'lBlKn- 
Society Ih oay: Axaerictm ma?f«Iae or»p*iiodJcdh 
The loha . Birch Society hds ei^Jycly stayed out 
of the IirnoJight. / 

The r Soe|cty has Its own magazine, .howcypr ... 
^ magazine entltlod< ^'American Oprrilon/ 1 written 
arid edited by Welch an ^ distributed - month ly ;froch 
his Belmont, ^tassachu^tts headquarters. A 'iiohn- 
Blrch, Bulletin" Is a lso\dlstri hated: monthly tq.'Johri. ■ 
Birch, chapters : . . 'arid If .]* through the .bulletin, 
that Soclpty activities arc directed: 
^ ^y?toh .works thTOjiigh^a n 0 rgan izatlon of "coordt . 
.nators ' who o^anl^^cHapfers^'WJtii Uje* TTefpyirfr 1 ' - 
movies, of Welch deli verlng Ji Is marathoh s peeehes 
... 00 e of willed repor red ly ,\fi st^ six JlO^^-s- wit h .- a - 



1 «a i«- 



Moro immediate to l|ie Panhandle area 
pressure ..campaign being- waged John. Bin 
elefy members oh -ministers of .certain pro'n 
Protestant churches (n .AinarJllo pnd>^hipa,-.^ /h 



Iri high officials . r .'faints unsuspected T>y other 
Innocent by-stajjders .f. ..that brought his Society- 
the.firsr/- and only, ma j))r .publicity whlch^It^as re 
ceived up -to now. 

Welch rcpprted|y ndijiored 'and -privately printed 
a book, '{The politicians/' whlcl^he distributed-only. 

to to^level Johii BIrcAprs. Ip it he devotes all of .gf,? 1 "'- "J f^ ? !"^ 
Its 302 pages <o "prqvjng:'' - that b wight Elsenhower r — mat ff* ;<» ^ 
and many-members oi h|s .administration are ^ . ...... ' 

scibus, -dedicated Coram urifsia. 1 '' " w ' 
t Chjcago^ally-Newslwrj ten Jack Mabley "exposed ' 
A he Ppofc J q^t , Ju^y 25| pfter a- copy of; it, whlcii- ;hd 
says "iyas Intended Prily for secret distribution, to 
the leaders oMiev^ie^ fell into riis h^nda. 
Mabiey quqted We\'ch's book, as aocusbiff -P;esl- 



H^told Boston In^erv le\yers that his ergahUatioa 
Is s\yeakes^ ths New .England - > . *»ro nicest In the 
midwest, and particularly .strong In tenhesiee, 
Tex«s.and^ Southern Ca^jtqrnla, 

Thi*; AmafUIo, Dally Ne\vs last August 14 Jdenti- 
flfd C, O. Mann, of Midland as "a regional, cb> 
ordlnator for the . John-Birch Society." Mann was In 
>Vmarlllo to. fprm.a. chapter, according -to the news- 
paper. 

Hlgjijy active in t|io organisational work of the 
Society 1n mis. area is: Brigadier GeWai tretjred) 
Jerry Lee, former com paa riders of Amarlllo. Air Force 
Base. wlu> says Jie, Is 'f devoting his 1 [fa to theAWOricJ' 
OneJhlrig js-cerTain: the John mch Society isn't 
jp|erestcd.-|n- recruiting, riff-raff, Ititakes alrruritlthi. 
arch, conservative who k eminently respectabie/and 1 
has ^therainosltioii.ofiinfjuoijcc or wealth, or borli, 
' There : |s,onu ptber rcquiremeiitt the recruit must 
be^fepated-sto-give unquestioning allegiance, and 
absolute obedience.. to tiia founder. As Welch warns 
-Is prospers, the socjety Is^ruh from the top^loiyiy 

most efficient form of goVomrnerit, 

IWiev^ucceeds In. recruiting enougli solid cjllzens 
with eiioqgh. \yealt}|. and, chough influence to carry 



put hfs will, the United States, may^et rid of the 
clumsy trappings o^f .democracy arid- hd op 'Lti: really 
efficient /6rm of. goveWrnont . . " t an absolute- dic- 
tatorship, with BobertVH. Wl Welch at its bead, 

Oao thing- cm. bo sold of . Mr. Welch. He Is hot en 
atheist, He' ^lioyes iri a Supremo iBcittg. '^nd ^ 



A limited aumbeivof ro-prlats ofilhig'.orticlo 
Ih vdU' ho: made, tryaiiablo,: on ^ .xequ^at, (torn The v' 
' Canadian B^pdi^ThMO Willi bo <a6- charge. " 
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March 23, 1961 
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Wichita, Kansas 
Dear Mr. 



b6 
b7C 



, , 



ceived. 



Your letter of March 15, 1961, has been re- 



While I would like to be of assistance, the FBI 
is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government 
and, as such, does not furnish evaluations or comments relative 
to the character or integrity of any individual, organization or 
publication. I hope you will not infer in this connection either 
that our files do or do not contain data regarding the organiza- 
tion you mentioned. 

lii view of your interest, I am enclosing some 
material regarding ihe general subject of communism which 
you-may like to read. 



-J 



U1 



Sincerely yours, 

JU Edgat Hoo&S 



Tolson _ 
Parsons . 

Mohr 

Belmont . 
Callahan 

Conrad 

DeLoach . 
Evans 
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Mai one . 
Rosen _ 
Tavel — 
Trotter . 
W.C. Su^ctn 
Tele. Rounwl 

Ingram 

Gandy 



Enclosures (5) 

Communist Party, USA 

Where do we stand today with communism 
Y ~ Communist Target- -Youth „ > 
ij/l7th National Convention & Intro. 3-60 LEB 
/ Series from Christianity Today 

NOTE: Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 

anticommunist organization has criticized the Eisenhower Administration 
SAW:jka , • (3) (NOTE CONT. NEXT PAGE) 

MAIL ROOM TELETYPE UNIT tZH 

* J 50MAR2 9 196' 



Mr. 



NOTE (cont. ) 

bitterly in the past. Welch once stated he felt a group having the 
appearance of a communist front might be effective in attracting 
true subversives. Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 



jr\. 
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TRUE COPY 



Wichita, Kans. 
March 15, 1961 



be 
hie 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington D. C. 

Dear Sirs: 

In the recent issue of Tiiiie, March 10, 1961, 
there was an article concerning the Johfr%irch Society and 
Wichita, Kansas was mentioned in this afflHeT 

The people of Wichita, with whom I have talked, 
seem to have varied opinions about this organization- -whether 
it is pro- communistic or anti- communistic. 

Could you please forward some information on 
this matter as it seems I am in the dark about it. ^ ^ 



Being that my father, Mr.| |of 

Belmont , „Mass . has been a long time enemy of Bolshevikism 
and Communism, I am very much interested about such things. 

Please let me hear about the John Birch Society 
at your earliest convenience. 



be 

hlC 



Thank you very much. 

Sincerely - 

/s/ ' 
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Mr. 



Lubbock^ Texas 
Dear Mr 



be 

b7C 



I have received your letter of March 17, 1961, and 
your interest in writing is appreciated. Your favorable remarks 
concerning my administration of the FBI are encouraging. 

In response to your inquiry, the FBI, being a Federal 
investigative agency, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions , 
as to the character or integrity of any individual, publication or o - 
organization. I regret I am unable to help you in this regard and . - 
hope you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that we 
do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry, a 

The FBI does not maintain lists such as you mentioned; 
however, I am enclosing a copy of the list of organizations which 
have been cited by the Attorney General of the United States pursuant 
to Executive Order 10450. In addition, the publication, "Guide to 
Subversive Organizations and Publications, " which was prepared by 
the House Committee on Un-American Activities but is now out of 
print, may be located at your public library. / „. 

I' 

Enclosed also is material containing some of my 
recent observations and statements regarding the communist menace. 



so 
o 



Tolson _ 
Parsons 

Mohr 

Belmont 
Callahan —2 
Conrad _ 
DeLoach 
Evans 
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Enclosures (5) Listed next page. 



Sincerely yours, 

Edgar ripovor 

in i l 




1 w 



} » 



CBFrmid 

a'-- 1 



'•: 1 v fit 

r.t 



Gandy . 



See NOTE, next page. 



Letter to Mr, 



be 
b7C 



Enclosures: 

Attorney General list per Executive Order 10450 

3-60 LEB Introduction & 17th National Convention, CPUSA 

Director's speech, 10-18-60 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

Series from Christianity Today" 



NOTE: There is no information in Bufiles identif 
It is not possible to determine exactly what item|_ 



lable w ith correspondent, 
has in mind; 



however, it would appear he is referring to the Director's Law Enforcement 
Bulletin Introduction of 3-1-60. Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch 
Society, an allegedly anticommunist organization, has criticized the 
Eisenhower Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be effective in 
attracting true subversives. 
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Hr» Parson* 
Mr. Mohr 



ATTORNEY AT LAW 

LUBBOCK, TEXAS 

March 17, 196l 



D 0 
b7C 



Mr, Behnoi 
Jfr* Call 

nr. 






Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I have heard some good reports on the activities of the John 
J Birch Society. We are anti -communist, anti-socialist, anti-new deal, 
anti -United Nations, World Court, or any other outfit that is 
taking over, or seeking to take over the American way of lire, l 
want to do what I can to preserve our freedom, hut there are so 
many good sounding societies, groups and organizations that turn, 
out to be communist fronts that I want to he sure that the John -® 
Birch Society is not just a Communist Front for something or othdp, 
before I make any effort to join. Would you please let me know VJ 
what you can about this society. I would also appreciate any g 
Imaterial you have available listing Communists, Fellow Travelers,^/ 
land the latest list of subversive organizations and individuals 



I 



that you have available for public distribution. 



I have also heard that you recently either made a speech or 
wrote an article pointing out some of the things the American 
people ought to know about the Communists and their plans for thi; 
country. If you have a copy of this available may I have one. 

I will be very frank in saying that you head the only Deparl 
ment of our Government that I personally have any confidence in. 
I helieve we can rely upon your Judgment with reference to the tJ 
nature of the Birch Society. 



AS/im j 



V 



be 

b?C 



Yours truly, 



*® MAR 24 1965 
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Or, 



March 22, 1961 



MmA. 
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Toms River, New Jersey 
Dear Mrs. 



Your letter of March 14, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 
or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret 
that I am unable to help you and hope you will not infer in this 
connection either that we do or that vve do not have data in our files 
relating to the subject of your inquiry. 

Y/ith regard to your other inquiry, as a matter of 
policy, I am unable to make any comment as the matter you mentioned 
is of concern to the Department of State. I hope you will understand 
my position. I am referring a copy of your letter to that agency/-' " 
, Enclosed is some literature dealing with the general subjects 
communism which may be of interest. 



f.f 



Z*3 



Sincerely yours, 

3L Edgsc HaoMSE 
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Tolson _ 
Parsons . 

Moht 

Belmont . 

Callahan 

Conrad i^." 1 ^ 

DeLoach .. JLL~ 

Evans 



—/- \ Enclosures (5) 
— L Listed , on mext page . 



Malone 



See NOTE next page. 
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Enclosures 

3-1-60 LEB Introduction & 17th National Convention 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Target— Youth 

Christianity Today Series 

One Nation's Response To Communism 



NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with 
correspondent. Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, 
an allegedly anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a group 
having the appearance of a communist front would be effective in 
attracting true subversives. 



Toms River, New Jersey 
March Ik, 1961 



Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

WaMiington, D. C. 



Dear Sir: 

ho 

Recen^gr I have learned of an organization known as b7 
the John ^Birch Society, an active, but possibly not 
effective anti*Communist group. If this group is what it 

claims to be, membership would be advantageous for 

all Americans. However, as a wife, mother, and | | 
I do not wish to participate in any movement which 
could be detrimental to our country. Therefore, Would 
you please avail me of any information you #ight 
possess about the John Birch Society. 

Also, could you please tell me if any action is 
being taken by our country to free Americaa prisoners 
currently held by the Soviet? 





March 22, 1961 



pns < 



pnf _ 
[han . 

Hch . 



Mr. 



commercial Fruiting and Letter 
Service Company b6 
1015 North Hawkins Street b7c 
Dallas 4, Texas 



Dear Mr. 



Your letter of March 13 has been received and 
the grave concern which you expressed regarding communism 
is understandable. Please accept my thanks for your generous 
remarks concerning my administration of the FBI. 

While I would like to be of assistance to you regarding* 1 
your inquiry, the FBI is an investigative agency of the Federal Gov- ' 
ernmont and, as such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions 
as to the character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that you 
will not infer in this connection either that we do or do not have data 
in our files relating to the organization you mentioned in your commu- 
nication. 



-<9 



Enclosed is some literature dealing with the general 
subject of communism which may be of interest. 



t 



Sincerely yours, 



3 



PA 



J- 



Enclosures (5) ^JlAJ 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 



liivan - 
loom 



-/ rf Director's/, speech of 10-18-60 
J- ' '" Communist Target— Youth 



3-69 LEB Intro &17th Natnl 
Series from Christianity today 



NOTE: (SEE NEXT PAGE) 

MAIL ROOM CU TELETYPE UNIT U3 



HHA:jms^(3) \ 
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0 ■ 



Mr. 



b6 
b7C 



NOTE: Nothing was located in Bufiles which was identifiable with 
correspondent, Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an 
allegedly anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Administratiop in the past. He once stated he felt a group having the 
appearance of a communist front would be effective in attracting true 
subversives. 
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March 13, 1961 



Mr* J* Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D# G, 

Dear Mr* Hoover: 

First, let me take this opportunity to thank you for all the 
long years of patriotic service and self -sacrifice you have 
given to our country* I feel certain our country would not 
be as fine a place as it is today if we had not had the benefit 
of your leadership in the FBI* 

I have a deep respect for you and for your knowledge of the 
activities of various organizations (patriotic and otherwise) 
over the country. This leads to my second reason for writing 
this letter* 

m 

I have been asked to join ^^^J^^^^gj^ s ?pi 0 *y* Since I know 
very little about this organiza^OTL, i"^uil £:, ^preciate your 
giving me your opinion of it and any information you have 
concerning its founder, RoberlrWeloh. 

I realize you and your staff are very busy, and I thank you 
in advance for taking the time to give me this inf ormation. 




Mr. Tavei 

Mr, Trotter_««K 
Mr. w.asuliivan . 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss Gandy 



b7C 



Sincerely yours, 




UW/el 



REG* S4 



St fiflAR 24 1961 



y ' 



<■ — fr* 
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Mr. 



[ 



bo 
b7C 



Pouth Pasadena, California 
Dear Mr. 



March 20, 1961 




Your letter of March 13, 1961, with enclosure, 
has been received, and I v/ant to thank you for your very kind 
comments* ^ - 



o 



While 1 would like to be of assistance to you, f 4he i 
FBI, an strictly an investigative agency of the Federal govern-** 
ment, does not furnish evaluations or comments concerning the 
character or integrity of any individual, publication or organi- 
zation. I cannot, of course, as the head of this Bureau, make 
any personal comments or evaluations in this regard. I hope 
you will not infer in this connection that our files do or do not 
contain data regarding the subject of your inquiry. 



to 



1 



Tolson ^_ 
Parsons . 

Moht , 

I-ieliiiont^ 
Cufiahan 



Sincerely yours, 

Ja JUlgar. Hooves 



CO 



b6 
b7C 



NOTE: See Morrell to DeLoach memo date d 3-17-61 captioned 

South Pasadena, California. " 



Conrad 

DeLoach . 
Bvans 



Bufiles reflect nothing derogatory on correspondent. He commended th$s % 
Director on his speech befor e the Am erican Bar Association and was\ v v,v 
sent a cordial note of thanks. I [ knows the Director occasionally makes 

speeches; therefore, his comment regarding the Director^ taking a lgaye c ?\ 
of absence is being intentionally ignored. * ' v ~ v 
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Mai one 

Rosen 

Tavei 

Twttor r/L 

W.C . SuUiwan^-JL 

Tele. Room 

Inqram 

Gandy , , 
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Mr. Tolson- 
Mr, Parson^ 

Mr. gSmont_ 
Mr, Callahan_ 
Mr. ConraiL 
Mr. De ~ 
Mr. Evai 
Mr. Malone_ 
Mr. Rosen — 

Mr. Tavel 

Mr. Trotter- 



Mr. W.C.Sullivan 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Ingra 



Miss Gandy. 
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J. E<3gar Hoover, Esq. / 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Ninth and Pennsylvania Avenue, EM*. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



After serious thought I have decided to ask you to read the enclosed 
copy of a letter which I have felt should he sent to the Editor of 
Pasadena newspaper which has in the past few weeks attacked Robe^ 
and The Johrif^Birch Society in a way which to me has heen repreherisl^e^ 0 ^ 
Please lEo^EEa^^ that you cannot answer at length 

thousands of communications which must come to you. Indeed, there must 
be many you cannot answer at all. But I do hope you can advise me whether 
you think the sending of the letter can help the cause for which you have 
become our national symbol. 

Before sending the letter I am submitting a copy of it to Mr. Welch f -V 
to be sure that I will not ill-advised]^ embarrass either him or the 
Society. 

I trouble you in this way because of my profound admiration and * 
respect for you and all that you stand for. I expressed this regard ±nf 
a letter I wrote to you following your splendid talk at the convention 
of the American Bar Association in Los Angeles'. 

For many reasons I would deeply appreciate your giving me your <ju< 
ment regarding the character, purposes and worth of Mr. Welch, The Jo: 
Birch Society and their efforts to make effective the fight against 
Communism. 

! May I express w conviction, as one American citizen, that the ti| 
x \has come when the gravity of the struggle between the Communist Conspira 
\Zknd those men and women in the world who have considered themselves free 
\ is such that the highest interests of this country desperately need your 
\ personal voice in the mission of awakening the blind and confused and 
\ ignorant masses of our people. There is no other man whose voice could 
.' >cari& half the conviction or do half the good in this job of awafeenii 
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J. Edgar Hoover, Esq* 
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and arousing the citizenry of this country that you could accomplish. 
Is it too much to suggest that you give thought to the obtaining of a 
leave of absence from your present responsibilities to devote yourself 
to addressing gatherings of persons throughout the country? 

With my great respect and regard, I remain 



Sincerely yours, 



be 
hie 



RWL: eg 



South Pasadena, California 




ilr* 



Altexicno, California 



Dcar Mr. 



Sfcio letter is purposely addressed to you afe yam, hum*. t». 
throurta vau. flMfwww* to Bmmm.1 f 



]the Independent Star-Sews* your Fasa&eaa news- 



paper, of its attack upon Sobert Welch a nd the Bolides end member* 



ship of She John Birch Society. You are! | As such you 



conduct your work "behind & newspaper organization and its power, 
editorial and otherwise* vMch you feel protects you personally froa 
those outside* You do cot act, ever, on e^ual terms with your fellow 
citizens. therefore 2, a citizen unknown to you* come to you at your 
residence, where, under the guise or editorial policy you, if eidrcseed 
at your office, could ignore what i have to eay« 

X* 1 deplore and express abhorrence of the conduct you three 
sen have engaged in, designed to nullify the work of The John Birch 
Society a group of Americans end hold it, them and the founder of that 
group up to obloquy -and scorn. She group you would destroy has as its 
goals accot&lishgettt? as high as mas can conceive, in particular, to 
save the survival of this country as * free nation* It is significant 
to me that you have timed your efforts to destroy that work of that 
group to coincide vita similar action by newspapers in Lod Angeles and 
Sante Barbara. 

you have deliberately sought, by creating false impressions, 
to poison your readers against Sober* Welch, impugning his character 
and judgment by editorials and columns* The hases of this effort by 
you three men have been, according to what you have published* written 
declarations made by Mr. Welch store than two years ago and your disagree- 
ment with Me Judgment and views* Xfc is noteworthy that there has been 
not one hit of evidence that you have considered or cared to know with 
fairness and exactitude the bases of Mr* Welch's view* or judgment* 
Sbere has been no indication that you know anything about the knowledge 
he has had in the past which has so often later confirmed his judgments. 
X do not know Mr. Welch personally, but X have read his magazine from 
the start of the predecessor of American Opinion , X profoundly respect 
hie past dedication to learning about the Coraanict Conspiracy and the 
devotion of his entire £ife to the effort to awaken and lead those who 
care to work for the highest interests of this nation and to save it 
froza CoKzminiet slavery. 



ENCLOSURE 




be 
bit: 



Mr. 
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3* This men and his tremenotous effort have ty you three men and 
your paper been treated with sUbtle and contemptible writing froe the 
cowardly position of otsagp^w editors vbo wield a power of incalcu- 
lable advantage oyer any individual citisen by reason of their power 
to pick and choose end tine whatever appear 0. Although you have had 
She Blue Book of the Society, vhich reveals the man's character and 
eincerity and devotion to the heat Act human Ufe you have written not 
one word of good about him. 

fc« You decry the ways and weens his heat judgment hast advocated, 
effectively and miccessfuily opposing thia nation** deadly enemies. 
Shot iS your right, if 00 you are disposed,. But yon would demo The 
John Birch Society end all its members which are not Mr. welch, as some 
merfeer* have pointed out* You have deliberately and irresponsibly 
chosen to lead your readers to ignore the fact that Mr. Welch and the 
members of Tim John Birch Society are distinct considerations* 

% 1 believe your record is not one to he justifiably reconciled 
with a desire to serve the true interests of this country and its 
survival as a ^ree nation dedicated to the ideals tnst have rawed 
Welch to act as he had done. Yon have been eomoletely negative toward 
that action and have sought to destroy that effort, without the slightest 
visible effort to serve the net ion's welfare or those purposes by any 
constructive contribution of yow own* 

6* If you three men honestly cared so to serve and feel Mr. Welch 
sad the Society mistaken 1« their approach to the cause of opposing 
Qommfam* pursuing wethocte inimical to the interests of the United 
States and the cause of freedom sad their Survival you, three individ- 
u*le> could have acted to set in motion means for the correction of bad 
.judgment in * f air»»inded, decent and constructive way* 'rhe course you 
chose was the antithesis of such a path. You have made a record of 
effort to destroy the one great hope that exists to avert disaster. 
You hero offered nothics in its pl=co* Tast record lo one of conduct 
{Absolutely opposed to the: preservation of this nation, for its purpose 
is to stop that great effort, to silence and remove from the scene that 
sole hope of awakening and leading into action the millions iAx>, in 
default of such actios, will be enslaved* 

7. The conduct of you three men is conduct which incalculably 
weakens and jeopardises the chances of retdetins the onslaught of the 
Communist Conspiracy by fighting it with effect by whatever methods 
employed — even those such men as you may approve* You Know this. 
What yon must also know is that such an effect directly assists and 
advances the cause of Communists in an incredibly appalling way. X 
therefore submit that such conduct betrays this nation and the cause 
of everything that is decent end noble and of spiritual value for 
which this country at its bast has stood* Such result I believe to 
bo as damaging, deadly and opposed to this country's best interests 



Mr. 



hi 



■»3" 



as the raaulia of any action "by any traitor vfao has ever chosen or will 
ever choose to align himself with the Coasamlsta nnd play into their 
hands* 2 do not call you traitors or Caaaunietn. Whatever you are is 
determined not V naae colling, hut hy the facts of what you do. 

3* At this point It is tine for you sod ell Americans to face the 
ffegfc vhich 1 "believe thfe most vital end i»portattt one of ell to he 
recognised in this frightful struggle vhich is determining the issue of 
tihether it Shall he h s to w sft life or death for the freedom of man. She 
time has arrived vhen Americans most recognise that labels are heside 
the point and only serve to confuse the issue* The only question that 
Matters now is vhut serves to help this nation and freedom sod what 
harms them end sets them hack* Motives, end this includes yours, can- 
not count in the determination of thst issue, however revealing of 
character they may he. Your ectious end their results do. 1 e^hsit 
that the recent action of you three »&k harms this ne.tien and the cause 
of freedom in ft w*y no lew terrlhle and deadSy thou the action of any 
traitor or Ccaraunict agent. It is high time, and long past it, that 
the conduct of Americans he .judged hy the test of whether it helps the 
Coexists or helps the flatted. Sy that test mutt each American 

ha 4«dg^ fee friend or foe, in deed and effect* 

9* tet your position ho tested/ then, hy the asefcsvr* of your desire 
and i#lli$caeee now to serve the cttuse of truth, of fairness, of true 
courage. Ton have sordidly attached one man and those who, with hte, 
would, to the utmost of their good faith, take action to fight Gomsusism 
*,t this Juncture vfcich I am convicccl is ouite es desperate en Hr. Welch 
hos maftn so plain. You have made this ftttecJc from <& position of gre*& 
Inequality, frost your editorial office, with the power of your newspaper'* 
control or what op^ars in its prgce* Have you three the character to 
etanft up to those you hove sought to condemn is the eyes of your refers 
as three individual citlteas Meefcittg other dtisea© on eyual terms, as 
men stripped of your newspaper's power and insulation? Let us see, 

10. I ss& you three mn to advise me whether you three, as individual 
men responsible and accountable fvr what has "been done hy your newspaper* 
will meet Mr. Welch ~» or such man or men as he msy designate — on a 
public platform* to mate your mcctteations and iisplicfctions against him 
face to face and then allow aim to answer you? ZdlM-vise* x&ix you meet 
such leader or leaders of The John Birch Society to accuse tbm end allow 
thw in like manner to retout your chargesT X put these questions in 
deadly earnest, for they can test your decency, your good faith, your 
personal courage. 

21, 2 ess sending « copy of this letter to Kr» VeXch and Hp* *S* Eiigar 
Hoover ♦ 1 shall advise hoth men of your answers, and 1 request answers 
from each of you. It is all to the good, all the setter for the test of 
your characters* that edtisen unknown to you *»-» one American who 

feeln anoox? the danger thsfc w ere in exactly m does I3r. Volch. 





3/13/61 



12* M X writ* this letter I do not have any idea whether Hr, 
Welch or The John Birch Society will feel it sensible to drew the 
iseues of the fairness aad significance of you* .attack upon then hy 
responding to s willingness on your part to accept sy proposal — if 
you advise m of that wimngaess* Take note of this fact, that 2 
aw noji a, axsobey of the Society. X do not indicate any agreesyset or 
dieagremnt on ay part with Mr* Welch's personal views, other than 
sy full agrees»ot with hie appraisal of the Cawaaist Sanger to this 
land of the operations of the Cotoomiftt Conspiracy; nor do 1 here 
express approval or disapproval of his convictions regarding the 
only effective ways of f ighting it successfully* That is in so ceose 
material to the issue i have chosen to draw in this letter* X want 
you to understand, therefore, that 2 do not speak for soy one hut sy~ 
celf i this "being so X can in no way that 1 can see a&arrsss Mr. Welch 
or She John Birch Society should their Judgment consider a eeeting 
such as 2 propose inadvisable. But ty your response to ay request, or 
your ignoring it, this letter can accaaplish a good deal* % am sailing 
it to you hy certified sail, vith « return receipt requested, so there 
will he evidence of its receipt hy you three Men. 



Tours very truly, 





MrsJ 



March 22, 1961 



Anaheim* California 
Dear Mrs. 




I have received your letter of March 13, 1961, and the 
interest which has prompted you to communicate with me on this occasion 
is indeed appreciated, 1 

While X would like to be of assistance, the FBI is an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does 
not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character or 
integrity of any organization, publication or individual. I regret that 
I am unable to help you and hope that you will not infer in this connection ' 
~"er that we do or that we do not have data in our files relating to the 
ect of your inquiry. 



( I can readily understand your deep concern over the 

grave threat posed by communism. It is my firm belief that a broad 
: knowledge' of the objectives and operations of the communist conspiracy 
is essential if Americans are to effectively resist its influence. iT&ve 
always felt that private citizens, acting through their civic, labor*:? 
religious', educational and similar organizations, constitut&bne & our 
; most effective weapons for overcoming the menace of the eommunist 
■ Party The initiative displayed by private citizens in acting-to thwart' 
the alms of the communists is a tribute to our American way ofiJUfe. 

Enclosed are several items setting forth my vie^s on^sf 
subject which you might like to have. s> 




Sincerely yours, 

J* Edgar Hqom&c. 
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NOTE: Next page. 
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Enclosures 

The American Legion speech 10-18-60 

Christianity Today series 

Communist Target— Youth 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. No attempt has been made 
to search Bufiles regarding the various individuals and organizations she has 
mentioned for the purpose of answering her communication. However, ^Robert 
Welch, "founder ofjhejfohn Birch Society,, ".ah allegedly anticommunist organization, 
has criticized the Eisenhower Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated 
he felt a group having the appearance of a communist front would be effective in 
attracting true subversives. 



_ 2 - 



£ March 13, .1961 



J.. Edgar 'Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I have a decision to make and I know of no one else to whom I can ask. 
I'll try and make it "brief. 

We have had a lot of "communism" exposed in our schools. A lot of act 
ities discovered around that is demoralizing and labledcomntunism.( definite 
Un-Imerican). I've helped in getting petitions signed to try and recall a 
memher from our School Board that helonged at one time *<> 
the A.C.L.U. He f had a meeting in hia home with guest of honor, Frank .1x1 
uLti. He ; jortte»n« had circulated literature against our House Com- 
SSee PuhUcWadmitted he helieved along Wilkinsons same line etc. 
I participated *s much as I could in exposing his and other A.C.L.U. activ- 
ities. I can't understand why they sre not on the subversive list. 

This all lead to our lews that have heen nullified hy the Supreme Court 
that have hatred removing communists from our society. The "Slochower v. 
Bd of Education" 1956 decision seems to have even taken away our rights 
•to control who is running or teaching in our local schools. More than a 
dozen mo-e decisions appear to me to have heen a terrible Mow to you (F.B.IO 
anf^rican Ictivities Committees and local courts in hringmg any kind 
of a control on subversion. 



| Mr. Tolson- 
| Mr. Parsor 
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Mr. Belmont^ — 
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Mr- Conrad. 
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How, I'll tell you my 
hy Rohert Welch of the J ohn* 



? ohlem. In Feh. I listened to a speach(film) 
krch Society - Head the Blue Book and made 
a^lication to join the -iocTeTtfTnTT^i" listened to such speakers as Cvetic, 

Ikousen Barns Swartz, Struhel, the Millers and a local professor at an 
■ Sco^ist class in Santa Ana College. It seemed to me, they advocated 

£■£5 i r ^K z^x-x^r r 

Otis cnanaier; ™ xxiij.su » ttrphev will sow distrust and 
rt-nocrMnn pvactlv as the Communists try to ao ±ne,/ WAAA ov 

SSr« K^rr^ 
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ate (as per Blue Book of that Society) 

_ REC-62 /^y^-n/ 

T^at I want to know, .would I (in your opinionfWii^ Communist 
•e^cn S our U.S.A. \n helonging to and working jffl^feff^^* 



As you pro"ba*bly have all^their f 
won't go into more. 



/ohoofs, it tLes a»»y most of our home life with our children. 

Prav tell me! 1. Is the John Birch Society had for our country during 
this Sil 2 i. can v,e do - with our laws gone on such. - to euro 
'(communist subversion in our schools. 




P.S. I have read your Testers of 
Deceit plus numerous State 
Senate Committee Books on 
Un-American Activities. 




r 
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March 22, 1801 



Alhambra, California 
Dear £ir. 



be 

b7C 



Your letter of March 13, 1061, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is ^ 
appreciated, 



(J 



Although I would l&e to be of service, the_FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government anS^as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as t6 the 
character or integrity of any organisation, publication or zf 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that" 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



© 



Tolson 
Parson^ 



i 



u 

Callahan 

Conrad 

DeLoach . 
Evans 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edgar Ho^v^ 



Mai one 
Ros 
Tave 7 



Ttottef^ 
W.C. Silvan 



Enclosures (0) 
- What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
_ How To Beat Communism 
_ Director's Speech of 10-18-60 
"/ Series from "Christianity Today" 
i One Nation's Response to Communism 




Gandy 



0CL:lcl* (3) 



J) 



1^- 




• H - * 

be 

Letter to I lr. 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable v/ith correspondent. 
JRobert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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TRUE COPY 
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Alhambra, Calif. 
March 13, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir, 

The Organization generally designated as the "John'Birch Society" 

has been reviewed by, and editorially denounced by, a. large Los Angeles 

Newspaper. 

I,personally, feel the time to be ripe for some show of urgency by 
"The People" - A "Standing up to be Counted" - and would like to 
be apprised of the view the F. B. I. takes in regard to this organ- 
ization. I am strictly anti-communist and opposed to violence, but 
would sincerely like to be active in a reasonable and orderly activity 
dedicated to defeating the ends of communism in our country. 



My thanks in advance for your opinions. 

b6 
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. |Q 
50HMO4 



UNITED^ STATES GO^BNMENT 

MM 



Memorandum 

.!■ DIRECTOR, FBI' 



t 



TO 




date: 3/21/61 



subject: 



SAC, SEATTLE (80-1262) 

£ 



Bremerton, Washington 
RESEARCH (CORRESPONDENCE 
AND TOURS) 



Reference Seat tle letter 1/20/61 and the 
Director's: letter to Mr. | | dated 1/25/61, // 

For the Bureau's information there is 
attached a clipping from the March 13, 196l issue of 
the "Bremerton Sun." I thought the Bureau might he 
interested in this clipping in view of the prior 
correspondence between the Director and Mr. 

(£>- Bureau (Enc. l) 
1 - Seattle, 

CHD/jpv 
(3) 



.bo 
b7C 



all i\t?e?z*r-^ r^r?/T!3D 

I". ' -jlJ 13 L 





8> 




( 




\ - m . lyxead a letter- MThe N Sim on Februray 
psth: e&itT^-^^^^^tofe* ahd^fifom 
\ What 'I; 'te0) that' js f just what at wk„ 
? - . The indiyi^iiai. -^ho;wbte dt also fori .4 
| letferip^F^^a^;2nd ; encouraging; g^dEple 
| tb^join'.fe Bhibn. 
! i' have; my? dpihibn^ncernj'ng'' this- ? ffne; 
1 upstanding. ^rgamz^tibj* But- "the Wlqwjng 
J Citation '1>y^ the: "Cbngressibnal CpmmVtee. 
| J6j Investigate ^ojfimumsnx (Fish: £orhmttr> 
t ieef says ; ;it much- better: "The A.C:Ltj; 
[^;^os^/aiS5tete£ WitR the communist < 
i m|^erafeht:m1h^ %ifed.S&tes^:and fujly 

♦ c& its efforts 1 are on behalf of Com- 
^jigsts who. Hve 'corrie intp\corifl|ct,with 

, 'ft|:lawi2t, clai^to.standtf pi: f re^spe/eclii, 
iiree i^ess, and. free asserhbly, but lit is 
I quite " ■4pp4t^I^ ^at^th^ '.|nato Jtoctib* o* 
' ^e'A»Ci^;U^3§^to tp' f rotectr;the- 1 

,comm"u)§sfcs Sieir advocacy .of 'fbrpe'. 
violence to . overthrow the govern- 

• ;ment" There "are- many* other such cifa- 
l%ns> I d^ ^pt Vin&e. slightest Jii- ■ 
{^n^tion^^^'^fer-ipf'ffife Mteris a^ 
f-^^Munfst 6r, a sympathizer, t only ,bf ing 
!^s:iip/b$ca^ 

■ U':ng$tto1&^^ are feeing. Sii- 

' Cpurageft ;t$> "joia^ - ' . \ • • ' ' ' ■ " ■ 
2 'iie'"in£vj^u#;"-^6-'W6te; those fivb 
tters v^s> .bbviouslyvW™ and- not 

iwareof • flie ext^trthat; bur 'country -today * 
f .fealtehed' SyAimV godless-' menace. 
Lliis w^--de^ofistrat^.Sy:M5; statement! 
in ^K^^romoUoii?:: '''^e Mve u^grade^ 
.'-fie rnii^liikry »pj^ep;'6f ^Gomm^lsIn; 
- Aiiypnb vfho" h&vtakeft /g&'4ime to read- 
y^Afestera.o5 Deceit!' fty J, <Ec%ar hoover 
j^uicidyrr^ . 

l^l£te&fixti& le-^inonia: ^uf^iezjggers- 
ami ffasfrejs of ^OpBrjatunr Ahomffy^ art 
^e;payro& Iftae^^ter^maSes/reference 
iff the .(^mmuiiist ^Barty program- fq ten- 
;.2er-^eless; .pur internal .security laws, fte >* 
l^eit Is: ^sinfprmed because, the figgefs 
fr&f the, program^ ^fOpe'ratibn .ASbiitioQi" 
jife "t-ft ft Cb niniunists iSipmselves; < l£ey . 



|origm^t^d it ^ft^^p^mber^ 1957.. Whi 
tthat jsijaT ^progj^findoes .exist ^rid #6 
:in\ one); instance hcfy it ^erated • • i' 
l|ant^bUi ; it 3tiay f 5>e e ; ^ittie : tough 




Bremerton^ Washington " 

Research (correspondence 
and tours) ■ 
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BREMERTON SUN 
3/13/61 ' 
Bremerton, Wash. 
JACK McHENRY, Editor 
Single^ Edition 
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March 24, 1961 



Mrs, 



Los Angeles 
Dear Mrs. 



be 
b7C 



Your letter of March IS, 1961, has been 
received, and I am pleased to know that yon have read my 
1/ book, "Masters of Deceit." 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organisation, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry 



Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of Interest. 



Tolson 
Parson 
Mohr 

Callahan 
Conrad — 
DeLoach 

Evans 

Mai one 

Rosen ^_ 
Tavtd 
Trotte] 
W.C. 
Tele 
Ingram 



han W 



Sincerely yours, 

J- fdgar Hoover 





Enclosures (5) 

17th National Convention, CPXJSA & 3-60 LEB mtroductioa;> v 
Where Do We Stand Today 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
Communist Party, USA 
How To Fight Communism 
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Gondy . 
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MAIL RCKV. I I Tf^E-TYPE i'^T 1 t 

see NOTE nejrt page 
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Letter to Mrs. 
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NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. 

The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 

by Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 

under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 

chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau. 

Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 

President Eisenhower. (62-104401) 



March 1$, 1961 

<T. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
* Washington, D.C* 

Dear Mr* Hoover; 

Recently there has been a great deal of 

publicity in the Los Angeles areain regard to 

o 

a J ohn Birch Society, led by one Robert Welch* 
Ki€y purport to be anti-communistic* 

Is this an organization worthy of 
support? Can you tell me if this Robert Welch 
is a bona-fide anti-cornmunist? 

Having read your book Masters of Deceit 
with detailed descriptions of communist tactics, 
I am skeptic^|s»of this organization^ structure* 

^gr BED- 7 £c£-/;> y Ya / _ gutf 

AnjWnf ormation you can«gi^««se^£4^^ / y~ 
be most appreciated* I am anxicSfts M&fi %%v&8§k J 
the encroachment of communism i^-era? couifErr^ 



r 



i. 



March 24, 1961 



Tobon A 



Mohr 
8eimosit 
Collation 
Conrad _ 



De Loach 

Evans 

Malone _ 
Rosen „ 
T< 
Ti 

TeJ 

Ingram 
Gandy 



Mrs. 



T 



Wichita 
Dear Mrs 



be 
b7r; 



Your letter of March 16, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an Investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
Individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not Infer in tins connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data In our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 

j, Edgtit £taaag 



v 





Enclosures (3) 
stetfriext page) 

KWE:efr* *f 

<3) * :j 



see NOTE nest page 



: W¥ A PffT" % ?i LETYPE UHIT 1=1 




0 



A 



« • 



Enclosures 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
Communist Party, USA 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable v/ith correspondent. 
The John Birch Society was founded in 12/58 in Indianapolis, Indiana, 
by .Robert H. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Massachusetts. It is incorporated 
under laws of State of Massachusetts; is allegedly anticommunist; has 
chapters throughout the country; and has not been investigated by the Bureau. 
Welch and the Society in the past have been extremely critical of former 
President Eisenhower. (62-104401) 
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Mr. .J. Edgar Hoover 
Head of the F. B. L 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



bo 
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3 , Wichita 8, Kansas 
March 16, 1961 



We are hearing so much in our city and by reading the press, various 
magazines, and from our leading ministers, about the JohnMBirch Societ y 
that I am somewhat confused. Consequently, I wish to Know tne racts" 
on this organization from your department. 

We have seen this film, Operat ion Abo lit ion , many, many times on the 
local TV, at clubs, etc. I have read the stand taken by my own church, 
The Methodist Church, and you will find this well defined, in CONCERN, 
Jan. 15, 1961; likewise the same in The Christian Century, and many 
other leading church peroidicals. Then I have read the one in T he Re- 
porter, of Nov. 24, I960, and I sent for the publications put out by 
The Bay Area Student Committee, Berkeley, California. And from all 
these and from having seen the film many times, it seems to me that 
our HUAC has certainly made a very grave error in allowing this "un- 
true" film being shown and from sponsoring it. 

We now have here in Wichita a very strong organization of what is 
called, The John Birch Society, so I have been told. I have not at- 
tended any of the meetings nor have I seen their film, COMMUNISM ON 
THE MAP # This organization even entered into our recent city and 
schooTTboard election, so it appears from what I have read in our 
only newspaper, The Wichita Eagle. I understand that our local lib- 
rary has their Blue Book and one may read it in the Reference Room; 
this I have not done yet, but have read what has been in Time, etc. 

So, I shall appreciate your opinion on this organization. I am not 
a crusader, but am an interested housewife, and I think that one needs 
to know the background of such groups. We are all vitally interested 
in preserving our type of American government, but often such groups 
have done more harm in dividing our citizens on this alert toward 
Communism than to make all of us work together in harmony. 
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Most sincerely, 




yjj£A*( Mrs, I 



8 wwa*»» 



1/ 



March 24, 1961 
AIRMAIL 



South Laguna , Calif ornia 



be 

b7C 



Dear Mrs. 



Your letter of March 17, 1961, with enclosure, 
has been received, and your interest in writing is appreciated. 

While I would like to be of assistance, the FBI, 
as strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government, 
does not furnish evaluations or comments relative to the 
character or integrity of any individual, organization or publi- 
cation. I hope you will not infer in this connection either that 
our files do or do not contain data regarding the group you 
mentioned. 

In view of your concern, I am enclosing some 
material which you may wish to read, together with the stamped, 
self- addressed envelope you forwarded. 



Sincerely yours, 

JL Edgar. Hooves 




Conrad 

DeLoach - 
Evans 
Mai one . 
Rosen . 
Tavel y > 




Enclosures (5) 

espondent's envelope 
ommunist Party, USA 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target— Youth 
17th National Convention & Intro. 3-6Q LEB 

(SEE NOTE NEXT PAGEkcA 

TELE W glVmiT 



3& 



pi 4 ' 



V 





fr 



i 



be 

b7C 



Mrs. 



3-24-61 



NOTE: The John Btrcb Society was fauadei la 12/58 ia fadlaaapolts, Indiana, 
hy Robert a. Welch, Jr., of Belmont, Maasachasetta. It is iaeorporated 
wader laws of State of Maasashuaetts; la allegedly aatleoismualat; has 
chapter* throughQot the country; and has aot been investigated by the iterean. 
w elch sad the Society la the past haw been extremely critical of former 
Preaf dent Etaeahower. (62. 1C440 ! ) 

Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Airmail postage being 
utilized since envelope forwarded by correspondent contained airmail 
stamp. "Three Arch Bay" per enclosed envelope. 
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March 17th, 1961 



California , 



Mr • J. 'Jdgar Hoover, Director 
federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington, D. C. ^ 



Dear Mr. Tloover: 



With all your manifold duties and responsibilities, I 
do hope you can find time to read and reply to this 
short inquiry. 

Since attending the Christian Anti-Communism School held 
at the hotel Disneyland in Anaheim, California, several 
of us are now awakened to our situation and want to get 
into the fight to stamp out Communism in our Country. 

A John Birch chapter is being formed here in South La- 
guna. Please tell us, do you approve of the John Birch 
method of combatting this terrible menance, or is there 

some other more effective method to pursue; I mean 

in addition to prayer, 

A stamped, self -addressed envelope is enclosed for your * 
reply and I do hope this will not be too great an im- (A*K^> 
position for we do rely on your judgment and trust you 
implicitly. 



South Laguna, Calif. 



He. 

(Mrs.X 



Vrt-v Sincftralv. 



tea ~/» wo A f#£^cpi 



MAR 27 1961 



BEC-I 




Mr. 



S. A. Felton and Son Company 
325 Bankers Trust Building 
Indianapolis 4, Indiana 



March 23, 1961 



Dear Mr£ 



Your communication postmarked March IS, 1061 
with enclosures, has been received, and the interest which 
prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 



Tolson 




Evans . 



Malone 
Rosen 



Enclosures (3) 
(listed next page) 



?::£—== #WE: 
i.u jjj J; <?£; v 



Ingram 
Gandy 



TELETYPE UNIT 




see NOTE next page 



PfyS 



Enclosures 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

Director's Speech 10-18-60 

The Communists Are After Our Minds 



NOTE: Enclosures were a newspaper clipping regarding the 
John Birch Society from an unidentified newspaper clipping and 
a business card. Bufiles contain no record identifiable with 
correspondent. Robert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, 
an allegedly anticommunist organization, has criticized the 
Eisenhov/er Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated 
he felt a group having the appearance of a communist front would 
be effective in attracting true subversives. 
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Indnls. 20. Ind. 



Mrs. 




bo 
b7C 

March . 5 - 61 



Paid Fee 



Dear Mr. Hoover : Mrs J I joined — We want to help fight 

Communism — Note clipping — I am quite "Concerned" -- are 
we fighting them or did we join them. Is the Birch S ociety - 





V 



Belmont 7$, Massachusetts 



Founder 

Robert Welch 

The Council 

N. E. Adamson, Jr. 
Thomas J. Anderson 
T. Coleman Andrews 
Spruille Braden 
Laurence E. Bunker 
F. Gano Chance 
Stillwell J. Conner 
Ralph E. Davis 
S. M. Draskovich 
Rev. Richard Ginder 
Wm. J. Grede* 
E. P. Hamilton 
A. G. Heinsohn, Jr.* 
Granville F. Knight 
Fred C. Koch* 
Alfred Kohlbergt 
Clarence Manion* 
Frank E. Masland, Jr. 
N. Floyd McGowin 
W. B. McMillan 
Revilo P. Oliver 
Cola G. Parker 
M. T. Phelps 
Louis Ruthenburg 
J. Nelson Shepherd 
James Simpson, Jr.t 
Robert W. Stoddard* 
Charles B. Stone, III 
Paul H. Talbert 

* Executive Committee 
^Deceased 



y 



Dear New Member: 
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This will acknowledge and thank you for y our rc^ffiaers hip" 



application and dues. 



Your card is enclos 



of which 



Chapter Leader. 



sd for membership in Chaifrter No> <L /^ 3 



is 



Dues payments are necessary, and we want you to know that 
we are grateful for them. We also want you to know, how- 
ever, that the contribution of your time and efforts to The 
John Birch Society — in its fight for causes and purposes in 
which you and I believe -- will be even more important, and 
even more appreciated. We welcome you to a body of men 
and women dedicated to doing all they can, together and as 
individuals, to bring about less government, more responsi- 
bility, and a better world. 





OtAJ^cf- CO£- uO/?^?~ ^CjJ^i 




be 

b7C 



the 1 ; •eot»WQE»-j<^^ ky:. 



Is Denounced 
111 Senate 

Ifcbpqftedly Called ' 
Ike A Cdjtnmiiili^t 

r By r T*i tJAssftctetc'rf Press 

Waslungtdn, March- 8— Sena- 
tor Milton It. Young (p. 7 NH>4 
jsaxd iiLlhe Senate today ifaat 
leaders of ^:o£Ltra^oriservative 
,and semi-secret group;- operat- 
ing in many states have.ialsely 
.accused former President 'Ei- 
■sehhower of :being ;a Commu- 
nist. \- , A 

Young said"" the organization, 
known as the John- Birch So- 
ciety,.- claims to fte fighting. 
iCommunism ,and has, accused: 
Young himself- of ""being., about 
every kind of : a scoundrel/in- 
.^luding >a<Communlst or pro- 



I 



* - He, .said" the leader- of- the, 
society is "Robert Welch, a re- 
tired business -executive .of Bel- 
mont, Mass.. 

' Formedjln Cells 

Senate Democratic Leapde'r 
Mike . Mansfield ^of Montana 
lauded Young for his denuncia- 
tion of the society. He said jhe 
has heard oi> the group in his 
own state, and "something is 
wrong- somewhere. 4 ' 

Young said the society has 
organized cells m,7*prth Da- 
kota amoiig^ "some ot the most 
able^and influential ^eojpVe ^in" 
each.commumty^^ 

-He said Welch has "made 
■accusations against, the 'Presi- 
■derit-of <th e United States and 
otfes.toS officers far ftexohd 
'anything the late' Senator Joe 
McCarthy X% Wis.) 'ever 
tlip^ght ; c-f;" . 

r 'T6 .label some of our .ipost 
.loy^l- arid dedicated people as 
Communists plays -rigbt into 



i. . 



— d 



Young- ^aqed jn' Me pon^i 
:gressidhaL Record ;arUcIes>fr'9m 
3?tie Chicago S3?wa ; • & 

last July 26: and file, #irfenf; 
editionvof Tiihe magazine" deal-; 
fug: with the Bircfr society • and: 
Welch. •: . 

.(The ' existence' of two Jbhrv. 
Brfch- Society ichapters.in Eonis-- 
ville was disclosed in. an ar-; 
^icie by Robert : Herniannih' The 
tiourier-'jourhal 6it February 
19: Chapter' leaders -bete aire 
'W.Earle-Qtis, antarchitect^arid' 
Shirle^ JEStoer&ali; a&uslness- 
anan^ ®fhEr members: jhclufe 
■ ^^Ra3^nS^tais,. e^cutive 
Tice#resIdeht/o^^soclated;Thv 
rdustries oi Kentucky, and^r,; 
.m ^iirnett :Magruder, execu^i 
-tive- director ^f tte r ^puisy^e= > 
^Council of "Churches.) 

TJie Chicago N^ws stdr£ said 
Welch -is - author 6£^bQok, "Xhe: 

v 4Hkt^bxmer r ' President 'Eisen- 
hower* wsis. <a< <deaicSted- i .G^m- 
mumst.ahct 'his brother* Milton, 
•Bi> Eiser^bwer r ^w# "Ike^.Suv 
perior in'the-' 'Communist -.par> 

! .f - 

^he Time-article # J so;, 
\cieiy activities in several states, 
-and - said Welcii. is' * former 
jprominent Bgstqn\ businessman^ 
who regards the , ^fornev iax 
.and Social Security as r .inoves 
ibwara& -^ontoumsmV - " 4 - * 
it said- John BircH; -was a 
S. -r?avy xaptain who was^ 
Jcilled. .by. -/Chinese gbj tnm uplsti 
guerrilla's Jitter V* Pay in> 



l c\ 
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i 

\ 
4 

R 
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HAND AND MACHINE BRUSHES FOR EVERY INDUSTRY 
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2./S. A. FELTON & SON COMPANY 

MANCHESTER, N. H. 



j> 4 325 BANKERS TRUST BL.DC3. 
^/ INDIANAPOLIS A, INDIANA 

■ V 



A^T _ 



i — 

Mr] 



March 23, 1061 




Collohort . 
Conrad — 



Cos Angeles 7, 



California 



be 
b7c 



Dear Mr. 



CO 

m 



Tour letter postmarked March 15, 1961, £ $as - 
been received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 1 £5 

3 IS 

Although I would like to be of service, the^Bf 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not Infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 

' Enclosed Is some literature dealing with the 

general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



o 

Hi 




•. — A!.:,: 



Sincerely yours, 

HL£dgaE Hoover 



Tolson , ■ .- -J 

V Callahan 




Enclosures (3) V* 
(lisfednext page) 

Mi 

f ypc UNIT I I 




-fX' 



see NOTE next page 



MAIL ROOM 



Enclosures 

Director's Speech 10-18-61 

The Communists Are After Our Minds 

Communist Party, USA 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
Bobert Welch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhov/er 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 



TRUE COPY 



Dear Sir: ^ 

Please advise tf|s to the status of the John Birch Society. 

Sincerlv 



Los Angeles 7, Calif. 




pt&£& igJcJ* Sfe^W StF***f 



J / 1 
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BUILD YOl 

U^fllvUjGS BONDS 



March 23, 1961 



West Palm Beach, Florida 
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Dear Mrs. 



Your lettep of ****** 15 » 1961 » ^ been received. 

to?h^fk^ r w ^ Ci lf I ? mpted * ou to wlte 18 weciated. I want 
to thank you for your kind remarks. 

* ^ , 1 regret t0 adv *se that our supply of the reprint that you 
requested in your communication has been depleted. I am S Q?rya»at 
we are unable to be of service to you. «*«tw«» 

Sincerely yours, 

Jt Edgar Hoover 
John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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MAIL ROOM □ TELETYPE UNIT □ 




March 15, 1961. 

Mr. J •Edgar Hoover 
United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D.O. 

My dear Mr. Hoover: A 

I have been an admirer of yours for many 
years, but since my entrance into the study 
of Communism in my church, etc. you 

and your many wonderful statements have been 
constantly in mind — and I have quoted you 
many times. I recently made a stencil of 
your quote "Anyone who opposed the .American 

Communists. " How the lefties have been 

working ttaj^ small group of us here in ELori- 

da - REG- ® ,6„}-./atbt4/-&rt 

Recently received one of the finest things I 
have ever reacT on the Christian's problems 
with the Communist ideology. It is your work 
done in three series for Christianity Today 
THE COMMUNIST MENACE: RED GOALS AND CHRISTIAN 
IDEALS, ETC. ABSOLUTELY THE BEST. MAT I 
CONGRATULATE YOU IN MAKING J2& ERSBLEM SO VERY 
CLEAR. •* 

kmJVIAR 2 1 ? 1961 
I WOULD LIKE TO SEND THIS TO EVERY -MINISTER 

I KNOW AND MANY OTJgR^GO^D iSM WHO DO 

NOT UNDERSTAND. Please tell me where I can 
rder them and the price. 

it* 

elieve me I know no one could have written 
ou did and not he on 





<Wzit <Palm Btaak, VlotuL 



people so I know tthat you are under his con- 
stant watch* 



My very best to you 



Si ncdrely, 



b6 
b7C 



Mrs* 



P.S. This morning I am doing volunteer work 
in the John Birch reading room — we lend books 
and allow people to read your publications, 
Dan Smoot, etc* Our society has been under 
constant attack from the Miami Herald News- 
paper and now Time magazi ne. Don't we hay e 
any come-back? 



March 24, 1961 





Kocfiifiler 22 
Dear Mr. 



, New'L 



b6 

ork . b7i 



Your letter of March 16, 1961, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that 
we do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your 
inquiry. 



Enclosed is some literature dealing with the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 1 
am returning the money which you forwarded with your letter 
as there is no charge for material this Bureau is privileged 
to distribute to the public. 



.3L 
SO 



U3 b 



S 



4^ 




Sincerely yours, 

LL Esigai Became 
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see NOTE next page 
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Enclosures 

Communist Target— Youth 
Correspondents enclosures 
Director's Speech 10-18-60 
The Communists Are After Our Minds 
Communist Party, USA 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. 
Kobert V/elch, founder of the John Birch Society, an allegedly 
anticommunist organization, has criticized the Eisenhower 
Administration bitterly in the past. He once stated he felt a 
group having the appearance of a communist front would be 
effective in attracting true subversives. 
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I be 

Rochester 22, New York b7c 
March 16, 1961 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Recently there has been a lot of articles about an 
anti Communist group know as the Johft-Birch Society Inc. headed 
by Robert Welch of Bellmont Massachusetts. 

I would like to know if this group is working for the 
betterment of our country or is it working against it ? 

Please send me a copy of the booklet Communism 
the Target of Youth. For which I have enclosed twenty cents. 

Yours truly, 
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TO 



FROM I 



subject: 



Mr. Mohr 
C. D. De Loach 



date: March 14, 1961 



Malone 
Rosen . 
Tavel 



JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY ^ ^^ s T" ' S^W^ 
ATTEMPT TO DISTRIBUTE BUREAU LITERATURE 
WITHOUT APPROVAL 



Trottewg^^- 

W.C. SjSfcvan 

Tele. Room 



Ingram . 
Gandy _ 




ASAC "William Alexander of Los Angeles called shorfry after 
\2p. m. today and advised that a printer in Santa Barbara, California, had just 
been in touch with our Resident Agent in that city. The printer stated that he had 
received an order from the John Birch Society to print up 10, 000 copies of our 
poster, "What You Can Do to Fight Communism. " The Society representative had 
then requested the printer to print an addition on the statement to the effect that 
this statement was being distributed under the auspices of the John Birch group. 
ASAC Alexander advised that the group had not to their knowledge requested 
Bureau approval to reproduce the Director's statement. 

Alexander was advised that in view of the extremist position taken 
by this group that we should not, of course, have anything to do with them and that 




obviously they were attempting to capitalize on the Director's prestige. He was 
told that the printer should be informed that the FBI had jpj S iven approval for 
this group to reproduce our poster nor could we approve of the addition, to this 
poster reflecting it's distribution by the John Birch Society. Alexander advised 
this matter would be handled promptly and a follow-up airtel would be submitted 
on the results. vjC/ / ^ . , * , i, 

6o<— j/)'-/y oi 

This is the group whose magazine carried the article that up to 
80% of the top officials of the Department of Health, Education and Welfare* 
are communists or under eommunist influence. They have accused former 
President Eisenhower of being a communist dupe and have called for the impeachj 
ment of the Supreme Court and have made similar ridiculous allegations. x^f\V , t f 

RECOMMENDATION: - VW- ^Jft^^ft*** S 

rga*nization's 'attempt to capitalize - - 
on the Bureau's pre&t-ige'", it is recommended that an SAC Letter be prepared 
instructing tiie^fieldthat no Bureau publications of any kind are to be m&d^AR £4 
available^Tthis group or to any of its representatives. . It is further recommended 

eSpecial Agents in Charge be alerted to the possibility that this 
attempt to reproduce Bureau publications and distribute them giving the i 
that the FBI sanctions this organization. The field should be told that 
a^satteflipts Jto reproduce Bureau, publications by the John Birch gr 

- Mr. Belmont W 1 - Mr. Jones -J'^Kx H el V 
HPL:gegl5) 




turnec 

1 - Mr. Parsons ijW, 
L-Mr. Belmont ^ % 
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